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HONORING BARBARA PAHRE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 11, 2019 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Barbara 
Pahre for her many successes throughout her 
career and at the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) and the Napa 
County AAUW. 

Ms. Pahre is an exceptional past president 
of the Napa County American Association of 
University Women. She started the Author’s 
Forum, an event to raise scholarships for girls 
and young women for their educational and 
professional pursuits six years ago. The event 
has been a major success and has raised 
over $100,000 in scholarship funds. 

Ms. Pahre was born in Illinois and moved to 
Napa, California with her husband Keith in the 
early 1960s. She began her career as a 
teacher at Carneros School and retired as 
Napa Valley Unified School District’s (NVUSD) 
Associate Superintendent and Director of 
Human Resources. During her time at NVUSD 
she also directed the gifted students’ program 
and the state funded school improvement pro-
grams and was the main negotiator for salary 
and employment issues. Ms. Pahre has 
worked with students in other capacities as 
well. She ran Magic Years Preschool and 
taught master’s level courses at Chapman 
University and Pacific Union College. 

Ms. Pahre is engaged in our community and 
has given her time to many state and county 
commissions and boards. Some of them in-
clude Napa Civil Service Commission, Napa 
General Plan Review Committee, Napa Open 
Space Committee, Golden Gate Bridge and 
Highway Transportation District, and Sonoma/ 
Marin Area Rail Transit. 

Madam Speaker, Barbara Pahre has spent 
her career and retirement working to better 
our community and serve our county. It is 
therefore fitting and proper that we honor the 
service of Barbara Pahre here today. 
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SAFEGUARDING DISASTER-RECOV-
ERY FUNDS FOR ARMY CORPS 
CIVIL WORKS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 11, 2019 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
introduce legislation to prevent the President 
from diverting disaster-recovery funds from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ civil works 
projects. 

I want to thank my colleagues—Representa-
tives CISNEROS, VELÁZQUEZ, BERA, GOMEZ, 
TAKANO, LOWENTHAL, ROUDA, CARBAJAL, 
HUFFMAN, ESHOO, VARGAS, ROYBAL-ALLARD, 
SOTO, LOFGREN, MATSUI, SERRANO, NAPOLI-

TANO, PLASKETT, and HARDER—for their sup-
port as original cosponsors. 

Last month, I received alarming reports that 
the President had reviewed a list of Army 
Corps civil works projects in California and 
Puerto Rico, totaling nearly $5 billion, from 
which to divert disaster-recovery funding for 
border wall construction. 

Madam Speaker, it is morally reprehensible 
that any President would take recovery funds 
from disaster victims as ransom for a cam-
paign promise. Targeting funds for Califor-
nians to make a craven political point and resi-
dents of Puerto Rico, who are denied voting 
rights in national elections and full representa-
tion in Congress, is equally low. 

One of the Army Corps levee projects the 
Trump Administration may defund protects 
12,000 residents of Marysville, California from 
hypothermia-inducing floodwaters that could 
inundate the town in a matter of hours. This is 
a matter of saving lives in my Congressional 
district and helping California communities re-
build. 

My bill would eliminate a provision from the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 
(Public Law 99–662), authorizing Presidents to 
divert funding from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ civil works directorate in exigent 
cases for national defense and emergencies. 
This obscure 1986 provision is the legal au-
thority President Trump could invoke to divert 
disaster-recovery funding for his promised bor-
der wall. 

According to the nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service, no President has ever in-
voked this 1986 legal authority, which was 
originally requested by the Reagan Adminis-
tration for cases of Congressionally declared 
wars and presidentially declared national 
emergencies requiring civil defense during the 
Cold War. 

In acting on my bill, the House can reassert 
its Constitutional authority to direct federal 
funding for national priorities that help commu-
nities rebuild and become more resilient to fu-
ture natural disasters. Madam Speaker, I urge 
all Members to join us in cosponsoring this im-
portant legislation. I also expect my bill will be 
included in the next Water Resources Devel-
opment Act. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN C. WATKINS, JR. 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 11, 2019 

Mr. WATKINS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present for Roll Call Vote Number 75. Had I 
been present, I would have voted yea on Roll 
Call No. 75. 

HONORING THE WORK OF MRS. 
MILLIE RUTH MCCLELLAND 
CHARLES 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 11, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the work of Mrs. Millie Ruth McClelland 
Charles, a legendary social worker and native 
of New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Mrs. Charles was born July 25, 1923 in New 
Orleans, Louisiana to Rev. Williams 
McClelland, a Baptist preacher, and Frankie 
Little, a school teacher. 

Mrs. Charles entered Dillard University 
when she was only 15 years old and grad-
uated with a degree in secondary education. 
However, after a few years of teaching in 
north Louisiana and loving the children in her 
classes, she realized she could find more ful-
fillment in social work because she would be 
able to help children and their families find 
ways to solve problems. Therefore, she 
earned a master’s degree in the subject at the 
University of Southern California in the mid- 
1950s. 

Millie McClelland Charles has greatly im-
pacted the field of health and mental health 
through her leadership in the founding and 
guiding of the Southern University of New Or-
leans School of Social Work (BSW and MSW 
programs) into fully accredited programs pro-
viding opportunity for professional develop-
ment to countless students. She is currently 
Dean Emeritus and founder of the School of 
Social Work. The founding of Southern Univer-
sity in New Orleans was a highly political 
event when it took place at the height of the 
Civil Rights Movement, reportedly to discour-
age black students from attending the pre-
dominately white University of New Orleans, 
located less than a mile away. 

Millie Charles’ ability in ultimately taking the 
handful of social work courses taught at the 
University of New Orleans, which were trans-
ferred to Southern University of New Orleans, 
and subsequently expanding on them and de-
veloping them into fully accredited BSW and 
MSW programs is considered somewhat of a 
miracle in New Orleans. The high caliber Pro-
grams have attracted a well-credentialed, cul-
turally diverse faculty; the student population 
is now well integrated also. 

Dean Charles’ interests in social work edu-
cation go far beyond just working in the state 
of Louisiana. She has served as the Co-Chair, 
Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) 
Annual Meeting; a Member of the CSWE 
Committee on Undergraduate Curriculum 
Standards; and a Site Visitor for the CSWE 
Accreditation Commission. In addition, since 
1972, she has consulted with numerous Un-
dergraduate and Graduate Social Work Pro-
grams around the U.S., advising them on Cur-
ricula. 

Millie Charles has received numerous 
awards. Some of them are: National Social 
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