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In Alabama, for instance, when
former Member of Congress Governor
Bob Riley was elected Governor of Ala-
bama, he was going over the budget
and saw the amount for legal fees and
asked what it was for. He was informed
of the number of consent decrees that
the State was under and they were pay-
ing out these legal fees, and it was an
enormous amount.

States, municipalities, industry,
stakeholders, and taxpayers are often
directly affected by the terms of the
agreements but are prevented from
participating in the negotiations. In
some cases, the settlements are de-
clared to be confidential and the con-
tents sealed, without providing any ex-
planation.

Unfortunately, there is no uniform
standard for recordkeeping across Fed-
eral agencies. While some agencies
have issued directives to streamline
and publish this information, most of
the public’s access to Federal settle-
ment agreement information is pri-
marily issued, as my colleague from
North Carolina pointed out, in the
form of a press release. It is, therefore,
impossible for the public to determine
the comprehensive costs and outcomes
of these settlement agreements.

This lack of transparency leaves
elected officials, agency officials, and
the public in the dark about the con-
sent decrees that can impact them. Of-
tentimes, newly elected officials, as I
said, from Governors to attorneys gen-
eral to mayors are sworn in and inherit
substantial legal obligations they were
completely unaware of before they
took office.

The Settlement Agreement Informa-
tion Database Act will address this
problem. The bill establishes a central-
ized and electronic database of settle-
ment agreements entered into by Fed-
eral agencies. Basic information about
the settlement agreements already col-
lected by Federal agencies, such as
payments and dates, will be available
to the public online through this data-
base.

H.R. 995 provides long overdue trans-
parency and accountability and stand-
ards to the Federal settlement agree-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. MEADOWS) and the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. HiLL), for their
support on this bill, and I urge my
other colleagues to support this bill as
well.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Alabama for his
leadership on this particular bill. I
urge the adoption of it, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank the distinguished gen-
tlemen from Alabama and from North
Carolina for their congratulations and
in sharing my excitement over the pas-
sage of my first bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
H.R. 995, as amended, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
HiLL) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 995, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
I object to the vote on the ground that
a quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
CREATING ADVANCED STREAM-
LINED ELECTRONIC SERVICES

FOR CONSTITUENTS ACT OF 2019

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1079) to require the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and
Budget to issue guidance on electronic
consent forms, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1079

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Creating Ad-
vanced Streamlined Electronic Services for
Constituents Act of 2019 or the ‘“‘CASES
Act”.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) congressional offices provide crucial
services to constituents by acting as a liai-
son between the constituents and the respec-
tive agencies;

(2) this includes assisting constituents by
making inquiries and working toward resolu-
tions on behalf of the constituent with the
respective agencies; and

(3) this process should be simplified
through the creation of electronic forms that
may be submitted under section 552a of title
5, United States Code (commonly referred to
as the Privacy Act), thus modernizing the
process for constituents and improving ac-
cess and efficiency of Government services
and agencies in order to expedite the resolu-
tion of the problem for which constituents
sought help.

SEC. 3. OMB GUIDANCE ON ELECTRONIC CON-
SENT AND ACCESS FORMS.

(a) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director shall issue guidance that does the
following:

(1) Requires each agency to accept elec-
tronic identity proofing and authentication
processes for the purposes of allowing an in-
dividual to provide prior written consent for
the disclosure of the individual’s records
under section 552a(b) of title 5, United States
Code, or for individual access to records
under section 552a(d) of such title.

(2) Creates a template for electronic con-
sent and access forms and requires each
agency to post the template on the agency
website and to accept the forms from any in-
dividual properly identity proofed and au-
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thenticated in accordance with paragraph (1)
for the purpose of authorizing disclosure of
the individual’s records under section 552a(b)
of title 5, United States Code, or for indi-
vidual access to records under section 552a(d)
of such title.

(3) Requires each agency to accept the
electronic consent and access forms de-
scribed in paragraph (2) from any individual
properly identity proofed and authenticated
in accordance with paragraph (1) for the pur-
pose of authorizing disclosure of the individ-
ual’s records to another entity, including a
congressional office, in accordance with sec-
tion 552a(b) of title 5, United States Code, or
for individual access to records under section
552a(d).

(b) AGENCY COMPLIANCE.—Each agency
shall comply with the guidance issued pursu-
ant to subsection (a) not later than 1 year
after the date on which such guidance is
issued.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGENCY; INDIVIDUAL; RECORD.—The
terms ‘“‘agency’’, ‘‘individual”’, and ‘‘record”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 552a(a) of title 5, United States Code.

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’” means
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

SEC. 4. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.

No additional funds are authorized to carry
out the requirements of this Act. Such re-
quirements shall be carried out wusing
amounts otherwise authorized.

SEC. 5. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. HILL) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MEADOWS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, the
CASES for Constituents Act, intro-
duced by Representatives GARRET
GRAVES and JOE KENNEDY. This bill
would modernize the way Federal agen-
cies process Privacy Act waivers and
make it easier for Members of Congress
to help constituents get assistance
from Federal agencies.

Our constituents are required to pro-
vide Federal agencies with written con-
sent before our offices can obtain infor-
mation from the agency on their be-
half. Some agencies have outdated
policies and still require these consent
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forms to be mailed or faxed, which can
be next to impossible in certain cir-
cumstances, such as after a major
storm or other natural disaster.

Under this bill, the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget would be required to
create a template for electronic con-
sent forms and issue guidance to agen-
cies requiring them to accept such
forms.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the bipar-
tisan way in which this bill was devel-
oped, and I thank Representatives
GRAVES and KENNEDY for their diligent
efforts to address this problem.

This is a good bipartisan bill, and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 1079, the
CASES for Constituents Act, intro-
duced by the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. GRAVES) and, as was men-
tioned, the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY).

I have some prepared remarks, Mr.
Speaker, but let me just deviate from
that for just a second.

Finally, two people have come to-
gether to get rid of the archaic way
that we have to get disclosures, that
only go to hurt our constituents whom
we aim to serve. I mean, only in the
government do we have this kind of
way where we actually have to make
sure that we run it over by a carrier pi-
geon to get something done.

All of us have been together where
we are trying to serve our constitu-
ents. Sometimes it is very time sen-
sitive, Mr. Speaker, and what do they
want?

Well, you need to go get the privacy
release form.

And if you go get the privacy release
form: Well, no. That is not okay. You
have got to get their actual signature.

And so we are sending people all
over.

So it is with heartfelt gratitude, Mr.
Speaker, that I want to thank these
two gentlemen for doing something
that is not only common sense but
much needed.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
I will just note for the record that I be-
lieve faxes may or may not have ended
their usefulness before I was born.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
KENNEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from California for her
support and for her observation about
the utility of fax machines; the gen-
tleman from North Carolina as well for
his comments of support; and my col-
league, Mr. GRAVES, for his leadership,
his advocacy on this piece of legisla-
tion, and for his determination in get-
ting this done. It was a long, long slog
to try to navigate our way through the
morass to get there, but we did, and
Mr. GRAVES’ office deserves a lot of
credit for that.
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We were able to clear the House
unanimously last year, Mr. Speaker,
and I am excited for our prospects this
year.

Importantly, as well, Mr. Speaker,
today is the first time that identical
texts have been introduced in the
United States Senate. Senators CARPER
and PORTMAN are taking the lead, and
I look forward to our offices working
together to get this bill across the fin-
ish line.

For all the attention that is placed
on Members of Congress when we are in
Washington, there is no more impor-
tant responsibility of this job than
helping our constituents back home.
Whether assisting a veteran seeking
benefits or a retiree accessing Medi-
care, we can ease the burden off of our
neighbors’ shoulders by getting them
the help that they have earned.

When one of our constituents calls
our office, whether it is in Newton,
Massachusetts, or in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, they don’t ask us about our
political parties or policy positions;
they just ask for a little bit of help.

Usually, those neighbors only reach
our office when they have fought every
other battle possible first; but too
often, archaic rules, as outlined by Mr.
MEADOWS, build obstacles in our efforts
to provide that help. With the CASES
for Constituents Act, we can modernize
our government, streamline that proc-
ess, and more directly assist them
when they need it.

Let’s bring the casework process a
step closer to the 21st century and pro-
vide electronic access to privacy re-
lease forms.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
GRAVES) in support of this particular
piece of legislation that he and the
gentleman who just spoke have led so
eloquently and diligently on.

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
North Carolina for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, years ago, they created
something called the internet. If you
are not familiar with it, I would urge
you to go to your local library, go to
the card catalog system to get the
right Dewey decimal number, go find a
book, and read up on it, because appar-
ently many in our Federal Government
haven’t realized that this has been cre-
ated.

As was noted a little while ago, in
1974, there was an act called the Pri-
vacy Act that was passed—1974. Since
that time, we have had companies like
Apple and Amazon and Microsoft and
many others that have proliferated and
are now worth billions and billions of
dollars, some of the largest companies
in the world.

Mr. Speaker, this is similar to us
having to mail in a form to get an am-
bulance to come to our house.

As was noted by some of the previous
speakers, in many cases, people con-
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tact us because of emergency situa-
tions. We have had family members
contact us when their loved ones were
stuck overseas in emergency situa-
tions. We have had people contact us
because there was water filling up their
home and they needed emergency serv-
ices at the time. Under the Privacy Act
of 1974 that was written 45 years ago,
we were unable to help them, as Mr.
MEADOWS noted, unless they sent us a
signed privacy release form.

I remember distinctly, in August of
2016, when we had a record flood in my
home State of Louisiana, talking to
constituents who were on their
cellphones saying that their homes had
2, 4, 6, 8, 10 feet of water and asking for
help with FEMA, the Small Business
Administration, and other government
services, and myself or other folks on
our team having to tell them: You bet,
we want to help you. All you need to do
is go to your computer, go to this
website, click the link, print it out.

You can imagine the response from
people: I would love to be able to go to
my computer right now. I would love
to be able to find it, if it wasn’t under
4 feet of water right now.

Incredibly frustrating.

Mr. Speaker, the government today
has a customer service approval rating
of 70 percent—70 percent is the cus-
tomer service approval rating. While
that was sufficient to get me through
high school, that is not okay for the
Federal Government. It is entirely in-
appropriate.

This bill simply updates the Federal
Government to put it online with how
we file our taxes, how we handle our
banking, insurance, and virtually ev-
erything else we do, ensuring that
when people contact us, we can use
those same technologies to protect pri-
vacy, that we can ensure the right peo-
ple are asking for the right approvals,
and we can quickly, within minutes,
begin providing them services through
their own Federal Government.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for per-
severing and continuing to work with
us on this. I want to thank my friends,
Mr. MEADOWS from North Carolina and
Ms. HILL from California. Thank you
all very much for doing this.

This is bipartisan. This is common
sense. It should have been done decades
ago.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Jen-
nifer Bollinger, Eric Fins, all the OGR
staff and others who helped get this
bill done, and I am looking forward to
passage.

I urge full support.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I want
to go ahead and close, if we can, at this
particular point, but before I do so, I
want to thank all of our staff.

It is so easy at times for us to get up
here, and yet the legislation that gets
introduced oftentimes is not just due
to our personal staff in our offices, but
the committee staff, and so I want to
make sure that I emphasize that today.

Mr. Speaker, I will close with this
final comment.
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I had a constituent not long ago who
said: You know, I will just email you a
release, and we won’t have to go
through all of this getting it in writ-
ing.

I said: No, no, no, no, no. That will
take an act of Congress.

Well, let me just tell you, today the
Congress has acted.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to join my colleague in
thanking the staff. I was handheld
through this entire process.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
H.R. 1079, as amended, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
HiLL) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1079, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
0 1829
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ESPAILLAT) at 6 o’clock
and 29 minutes p.m.

———

EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SOR-
ROW OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES ON THE DEATH
OF THE HONORABLE WALTER B.
JONES

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 121

Resolved, That the House has heard with
profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able Walter B. Jones, a Representative from
the State of North Carolina.

Resolved, That a committee of such Mem-
bers of the House as the Speaker may des-
ignate, together with such Members of the
Senate as may be joined, be appointed to at-
tend the funeral.

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the
House be authorized and directed to take
such steps as may be necessary for carrying

out the provisions of these resolutions and
that the necessary expenses in connection
therewith be paid out of applicable accounts
of the House.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Motions to suspend the rules and
pass:

H.R. 1065; and

H.R. 1079.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the second elec-
tronic vote will be conducted as a 5-
minute vote.

————

SOCIAL MEDIA USE IN CLEARANCE
INVESTIGATIONS ACT OF 2019

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1065) to provide for a study on
the use of social media in security
clearance investigations, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
HiLL) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 377, nays 3,
not voting 51, as follows:

[Roll No. 76]

YEAS—3T77
Adams Buck Connolly
Aderholt Bucshon Cook
Aguilar Budd Cooper
Allen Burchett Correa
Amash Bustos Courtney
Amodei Butterfield Craig
Armstrong Byrne Crawford
Arrington Calvert Crenshaw
Axne Carbajal Crist
Bacon Cardenas Cuellar
Baird Carson (IN) Cummings
Balderson Cartwright Cunningham
Banks Case Curtis
Barr Casten (IL) Davids (KS)
Barragan Castor (FL) Davidson (OH)
Bass Castro (TX) Davis (CA)
Beatty Chabot Davis, Danny K.
Bera Cheney Davis, Rodney
Bergman Chu, Judy Dean
Beyer Cicilline DeFazio
Bilirakis Cisneros DeGette
Bishop (GA) Clark (MA) DeLauro
Blumenauer Clarke (NY) DelBene
Blunt Rochester  Cleaver Delgado
Bonamici Cline Demings
Brady Clyburn DeSaulnier
Brindisi Cohen DesJarlais
Brown (MD) Cole Deutch
Brownley (CA) Comer Diaz-Balart
Buchanan Conaway Doggett
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Doyle, Michael
F.

Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Engel

Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes

Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx (NC)
Frankel
Fudge
Fulcher
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Gibbs

Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)
Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Green (TN)
Green (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Harder (CA)
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck

Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Hill (CA)
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Hunter

Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer

Kim

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
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LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lamborn
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Long
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marshall
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McNerney
Meadows
Meuser
Miller
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Price (NC)
Raskin
Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)

Rose (NY)
Rose, John W.
Rouda
Rouzer
Roy
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shalala
Sherman
Sherrill
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Soto
Spanberger
Spano
Speier
Stanton
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Timmons
Tipton
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres Small
(NM)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Upton
Van Drew
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Waltz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watkins
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wexton
Wwild
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Wright
Yarmuth
Yoho
Young
Zeldin
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February 11, 2019 on Page H1504 the following appeared: and that the necessary expenses in connection therewith be paid out of applicable accounts of the Rouse.

The online version has been corrected to read: and that the necessary expenses in connection therewith be paid out of applicable accounts of the House.
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