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Whereas, in June 2018, the European Coun-
cil set out the path toward opening EU ac-
cession negotiations with the Republic of
Macedonia; and

Whereas the resolution of the naming dis-
pute between the Hellenic Republic and the
Republic of North Macedonia paves the way
for the Republic of North Macedonia to be-
come a member of NATO and the EU: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Hellenic Republic and
the Republic of North Macedonia for resolv-
ing their nearly 30-year naming disagree-
ment;

(2) commends the leadership and courage
of Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic
Alexis Tsipras and Prime Minister of the Re-
public of North Macedonia Zoran Zaev;

(3) asserts that the agreement between the
Hellenic Republic and the Republic of North
Macedonia advances stability, security, and
prosperity in Southeast Europe;

(4) supports the integration of the Republic
of North Macedonia into Euro-Atlantic insti-
tutions, including the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization and the European Union; and

(5) encourages other countries in the re-
gion to follow the example of the Hellenic
Republic and the Republic of North Mac-
edonia in peacefully resolving long-standing
disputes.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 66—REJECT-
ING THE USE OF GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWNS

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms.
COoLLINS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Ap-
propriations:

S. RES. 66

Whereas the Government shutdown that
began on December 22, 2018 (referred to in
this preamble as the ‘“‘Government shut-
down’’), lasted 35 days before ending on Jan-
uary 25, 2019, becoming the longest shutdown
in the history of the United States;

Whereas the Congressional Budget Office
has estimated that the Government shut-
down caused an $11,000,000,000 decline in the
gross domestic product of the United States,
$3,000,000,000 of which will never be recov-
ered;

Whereas the Government shutdown caused
significant harm to the United States by dis-
rupting important activities and services
carried out by—

(1) the Department of Agriculture;

(2) the Department of Commerce;

(3) the Department of Homeland Security;

(4) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development;

(5) the Department of the Interior;

(6) the Department of Justice;

(7) the Department of State;

(8) the Department of Transportation;

(9) the Department of the Treasury;

(10) the Environmental Protection Agency;

(11) the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration;

(12) the National Science Foundation; and

(13) other Federal agencies;

Whereas, according to the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts, the Gov-
ernment shutdown caused delays and uncer-
tainty within the judicial branch of the Gov-
ernment, a branch co-equal with the legisla-
tive branch and the executive branch;

Whereas the Government shutdown created
unnecessary chaos and, in many cases, finan-
cial hardship for the approximately 800,000
Federal workers who were forced to go with-
out paychecks during the duration of the
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Government shutdown and for the families of
those Federal workers;

Whereas the Federal workers working
without pay or furloughed as a result of the
Government shutdown experienced prevent-
able hardship due to no fault of their own,
and Federal contractor employees affected
by the Government shutdown may never re-
cover the entirety of their lost wages;

Whereas private businesses working with
Federal agencies affected by the Government
shutdown saw a reduction in income and in-
direct consequences, including—

(1) issues with obtaining Federal permits,
loans, and grants; and

(2) in the case of small businesses with fed-
eral contracts, not having enough work for
the employees of those small businesses;

Whereas airports experienced delays dur-
ing the Government shutdown, as Transpor-
tation Security Administration agents and
air traffic controllers, who remained on the
job, dedicated to the safety of every flight,
were forced to work without pay in an al-
ready stressful profession;

Whereas the Government shutdown—

(1) suspended the use of E-Verify tech-
nology by employers to verify the immigra-
tion status of their workers;

(2) caused a 10-percent increase in the
backlog of cases in the immigration court
system; and

(3) forced members of the Coast Guard,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
to miss 2 paychecks and suffer severe finan-
cial hardship;

Whereas the Government shutdown threat-
ened public health by hampering the oper-
ations of the Food and Drug Administration,
limiting—

(1) the ability to address critical medical
drug shortages; and

(2) Federal oversight of the food supply and
medical products in the United States;

Whereas, according to the FBI Agents As-
sociation, the Government shutdown inhib-
ited the Federal Bureau of Investigation
from carrying out the full operations of the
Bureau;

Whereas seniors at the Maritime Acad-
emies were unable to take licensing exams
due to the Government shutdown, which will
significantly delay the job searches of those
seniors, and merchant mariners were unable
to renew licenses;

Whereas thousands of low-income senior or
disabled households were at risk of losing
rental assistance during the Government
shutdown;

Whereas small nonprofit groups across the
United States that assist the homeless and
victims of domestic violence were unable to
access grants when employees were fur-
loughed;

Whereas, in the wake of one of the dead-
liest and most destructive wildfires in the
history of the United States, the Forest
Service was forced to suspend wildfire pre-
vention efforts due to the Government shut-
down;

Whereas the Government shutdown
harmed the National Parks and tourism that
supports the National Parks, and resulted
in—

(1) iconic Joshua trees being damaged and
chopped down;

(2) historical artifacts being stolen;

(3) animals being harassed; and

(4) sensitive habitat being trampled;

Whereas the Government shutdown—

(1) severely limited the ability of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (referred to in this preamble as
“NOAA”) to fulfill critical regulatory and
resource management responsibilities;

(2) kept numerous fishermen off the water
in New England and other coastal areas be-
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cause those fishermen were unable to obtain
required permits from NOAA; and

(3) created a significant backlog of work on
many critical initiatives of NOAA; and

Whereas the Federal Government has expe-
rienced 21 shutdowns since 1976, ranging in
duration from 1 day to 35 days: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that, no matter how long a Gov-
ernment shutdown lasts, a Government shut-
down causes unnecessary pain—

(A) to Federal workers; and

(B) to the people of the United States;

(2) rejects the future use of a Government
shutdown as a negotiating tactic; and

(3) believes that the Government should
never resort to a shut down again.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 171. Mr. CRAMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 111 proposed by Ms. MURKOWSKI (for her-
self and Mr. MANCHIN) to the bill S. 47, to
provide for the management of the natural
resources of the United States, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 172. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
112 proposed by Ms. MURKOWSKI to the
amendment SA 111 proposed by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI (for herself and Mr. MANCHIN) to the
bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 173. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 174. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 175. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 176. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 177. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 178. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 179. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 180. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
111 proposed by Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself
and Mr. MANCHIN) to the bill S. 47, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 181. Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 111 pro-
posed by Ms . MURKOWSKI (for herself and Mr.
MANCHIN) to the bill S. 47, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 182. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) proposed an amendment to
amendment SA 112 proposed by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI to the amendment SA 111 proposed
by Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and Mr.
MANCHIN) to the bill S. 47, supra.

SA 183. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 111 proposed by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI (for herself and Mr. MANCHIN) to the
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