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Federal Exchange outreach and educational 
activities; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Ms. SMITH, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 456. A bill to provide for the adjustment 
of status of certain nationals of Liberia to 
that of lawful permanent residents, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. KING, and 
Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 457. A bill to require that $1 coins issued 
during 2019 honor President George H.W. 
Bush and to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue bullion coins during 2019 in 
honor of Barbara Bush; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 458. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency to 
revise certain ethylene oxide emissions 
standards under the Clean Air Act, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. 459. A bill to protect the American peo-
ple from undetectable ghost guns, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. KING, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. JONES, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. BLUNT, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
YOUNG, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. GARDNER, and 
Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 460. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the exclusion for 
employer-provided education assistance to 
employer payments of student loans; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. COONS, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. 
JONES, Mr. WICKER, Ms. HARRIS, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. KAINE, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. 
BRAUN): 

S. 461. A bill to strengthen the capacity 
and competitiveness of historically Black 
colleges and universities through robust pub-
lic-sector, private-sector, and community 
partnerships and engagement, and for other 
purposes; considered and passed. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, and Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 462. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to modify authorities relating 
to the collective bargaining of employees in 
the Veterans Health Administration, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. REED, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KING, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. 
WARREN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. UDALL, 
Ms. ROSEN, Ms. HIRONO, and Ms. 
SMITH): 

S. 463. A bill to provide paid family and 
medical leave benefits to certain individuals, 

and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. JONES, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HIRONO, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
HASSAN, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 464. A bill to require the treatment of a 
lapse in appropriations as a mitigating con-
dition when assessing financial consider-
ations for security clearances, and for other 
purposes; read the first time. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. PETERS, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 465. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to make 
reforms to the benefits for Public Service Of-
ficers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
GARDNER, and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. Res. 67. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate on the importance and 
vitality of the United States alliances with 
Japan and the Republic of Korea, and our 
trilateral cooperation in the pursuit of 
shared interests; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
PAUL, and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. Con. Res. 2. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that any 
United States-Saudi Arabia civilian nuclear 
cooperation agreement must prohibit the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from enriching 
uranium or separating plutonium on its own 
territory, in keeping with the strongest pos-
sible nonproliferation ‘‘gold standard’’; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 22 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
22, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for cov-
erage of dental services under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 61 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 61, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
to allow for the personal importation 
of safe and affordable drugs from ap-
proved pharmacies in Canada. 

S. 96 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 96, a bill to revise the au-
thorized route of the North Country 
National Scenic Trail in northeastern 
Minnesota and to extend the trail into 
Vermont to connect with the Appa-
lachian National Scenic Trail, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 178 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 

BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
178, a bill to condemn gross human 
rights violations of ethnic Turkic Mus-
lims in Xinjiang, and calling for an end 
to arbitrary detention, torture, and 
harassment of these communities in-
side and outside China. 

S. 191 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 191, a bill to 
direct the Secretary of Defense to in-
clude in periodic health assessments, 
separation history and physical exami-
nations, and other assessments an eval-
uation of whether a member of the 
Armed Forces has been exposed to open 
burn pits or toxic airborne chemicals, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 203 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) and the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 203, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to permanently extend the 
railroad track maintenance credit, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 211 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 211, a bill to amend the Victims of 
Crime Act of 1984 to secure urgent re-
sources vital to Indian victims of 
crime, and for other purposes. 

S. 225 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 225, a bill to provide for 
partnerships among State and local 
governments, regional entities, and the 
private sector to preserve, conserve, 
and enhance the visitor experience at 
nationally significant battlefields of 
the American Revolution, War of 1812, 
and Civil War, and for other purposes. 

S. 237 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 237, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
permit nurse practitioners and physi-
cian assistants to satisfy the docu-
mentation requirement under the 
Medicare program for coverage of cer-
tain shoes for individuals with diabe-
tes. 

S. 255 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
255, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to include individuals 
receiving Social Security Disability In-
surance benefits under the work oppor-
tunity credit, increase the work oppor-
tunity credit for vocational rehabilita-
tion referrals, qualified SSI recipients, 
and qualified SSDI recipients, expand 
the disabled access credit, and enhance 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:07 Feb 13, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00102 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A12FE6.025 S12FEPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1277 February 12, 2019 
the deduction for expenditures to re-
move architectural and transportation 
barriers in the handicapped and elder-
ly. 

S. 257 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 257, a bill to provide for 
rental assistance for homeless or at- 
risk Indian veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 278 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
ALEXANDER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 278, a bill to require the Congres-
sional Budget Office to make publicly 
available the fiscal and mathematical 
models, data, and other details of com-
putations used in cost analysis and 
scoring. 

S. 296 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 296, a bill to amend XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 317 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN), the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. GARDNER), the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) and 
the Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 317, a bill to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to provide 
States with the option of providing co-
ordinated care for children with com-
plex medical conditions through a 
health home. 

S. 336 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from 
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 336, a bill to direct 
the Comptroller General of the United 
States to submit a report on the re-
sponse of law enforcement agencies to 
reports of missing or murdered Indians. 

S. 362 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 362, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to reform tax-
ation of alcoholic beverages. 

S. 382 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 382, a bill to authorize a 
special resource study on the spread 
vectors of chronic wasting disease in 
Cervidae, and for other purposes. 

S. 387 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 

of S. 387, a bill to prohibit Federal 
agencies and Federal contractors from 
requesting that an applicant for em-
ployment disclose criminal history 
record information before the appli-
cant has received a conditional offer, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 437 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 437, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the dol-
lar limitation on the deduction for 
State and local taxes and restore the 
39.6 percent individual income tax rate 
bracket. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 456. A bill to provide for the ad-
justment of status of certain nationals 
of Liberia to that of lawful permanent 
residents, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am 
reintroducing the Librarian Refugee 
Immigration Fairness Act. I am 
pleased to be joined in this effort by 
Senators WHITEHOUSE, DURBIN, KLO-
BUCHAR, SMITH, CARDIN, and VAN HOL-
LEN. 

In 1989, a seven-year civil war broke 
out in Liberia that claimed the lives of 
over 200,000 people, displaced over half 
of the Liberian population, halted food 
production, and destroyed the coun-
try’s infrastructure and economy. A 
second civil war then followed from 
1999 to 2003, further destabilizing the 
country and creating more turmoil and 
hardship for its people. Then from 2014 
to 2016, Liberia faced an Ebola virus 
outbreak that devastated the country’s 
fragile health system and killed nearly 
5,000 people. As a result of these trage-
dies, thousands of Liberians sought ref-
uge in the United States, living and 
working here under the Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) and Deferred 
Enforced Departure (DED) systems, ex-
tended under both Republican and 
Democratic administrations beginning 
in 1991. 

The reality is that for more than a 
quarter of a century, the United States 
has been home to law-abiding and tax-
paying Liberians. They fled violence, 
turmoil, and disease to come here. 
Many now have children who are Amer-
ican citizens, some of whom serve in 
the Armed Forces. They have worked 
hard, played by the rules, paid their 
dues, and submitted to rigorous vet-
ting. 

But now, as a result of President 
Trump’s decision to terminate DED for 
Liberians, this population could face 
the risk of deportation on March 31st. 
Uprooting them now would be cruel 
and harmful to them, their families, 
employers, and communities. 

And while things are improving on 
the ground in Liberia, following the 
first democratic transition of power in 
decades, there are still serious con-
cerns about the country’s stability and 
ability to maintain peace and deliver 
essential services to its population. So 
though few in number, the influx of Li-
berians from the United States could 
overburden the country’s limited infra-
structure and reverse the progress that 
the Liberian people and government 
have made. 

Given these challenges, we believe 
that it is in the national security, for-
eign policy, and humanitarian interest 
of the United States for this population 
to remain here. I have introduced the 
Liberian Refugee Immigration Fair-
ness Act in every Congress since 1999 
because this community deserves a 
long-term solution after decades of un-
certainty. This bill provides legal sta-
tus and a pathway to citizenship for 
qualifying Liberians. I have worked 
with several of my colleagues over the 
years to include this pathway in com-
prehensive immigration reform bills 
that passed this body only to die in the 
House of Representatives. 

The Liberian Refugee Immigration 
Fairness Act would end the perpetual 
limbo for Liberians here in the United 
States and ensure our security inter-
ests in fostering Liberia’s continuing 
postwar and post-Ebola recovery. This 
legislation offers much-needed cer-
tainty for the Liberian community, 
and it should be part of any bipartisan 
and comprehensive solution for our 
broken immigration system. I thank 
Senators WHITEHOUSE, DURBIN, KLO-
BUCHAR, SMITH, CARDIN, and VAN HOL-
LEN for cosponsoring this bill and urge 
our colleagues to join us to finally pro-
vide a pathway to citizenship for eligi-
ble Liberians who contribute so much 
to our American community. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 458. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to revise certain ethylene oxide 
emissions standards under the Clean 
Air Act, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 458 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ETHYLENE OXIDE EMISSIONS STAND-

ARDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘Administrator’’) shall amend— 

(1) subparts O and FFFF of part 63 of title 
40, Code of Federal Regulations, to revise the 
standards for the emission of ethylene oxide 
under those subparts based on the results de-
scribed in the report of the National Center 
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