United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 1 6 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 165

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2019

No. 28

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ESPAILLAT).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 13, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ADRIANO
ESPAILLAT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

STAND BESIDE ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call upon all Members of Con-
gress to stand beside Israel and con-
front anti-Semitism, ethnic hatred,
and prejudice-driven boycotts, whether
at home, abroad, and certainly for
Members of this Chamber.

We, as a country, cannot tolerate
this behavior, and certainly this Cham-
ber has no room for bigotry. Further-
more, I must warn the general public

that despite the warranted outcry we
saw in response to the Representative
from Minnesota’s irresponsible com-
ments, this is the new normal for the
liberal base in America.

To be clear, anti-Semitism has be-
come an all-too-common occurrence in
politics among the Democrat base and
the far left who see Israel as nothing
more than an extension of phantom
corruption and colonialism.

Politicians who appeal to this type of
ignorance are simply shoring up a new
Democratic constituency. That is the
ethos that primed the Minnesota Rep-
resentative’s ludicrous and insulting
accusation of ‘‘bought-and-paid-for”
politicians who stand with Israel.

It is that type of loose, cheap, anti-
Semitic rhetoric that led to the rise of
the Third Reich. It is clear to all of us,
there are a couple of our new col-
leagues across the aisle that need to be
reminded. In fact, they need to admit
that the brutal regime of Iran con-
tinues to be the chief obstacle to peace
and security in the Middle East, and
thus, the root of most all terrorism
that threatens our homeland.

For decades, Iran’s funding of ter-
rorism and extremist groups in the re-
gion has fueled violence, civil war, and
bloodshed. The Iranian Parliament lit-
erally burned the U.S. flag on their
parliament floor and chants, ‘‘death to
Israel,” and ‘‘death to America’ in
their streets.

At home, all Americans must oppose
the radical and xenophobic boycott, di-
vestment, and sanctions movement
which are promulgated by the left.
This BDS campaign is peddled by intel-
lectually dishonest anti-Semites whose
sole purpose is to attack Israel, at-
tempting to delegitimize and isolate it
from the rest of the world.

Any Member of this congressional
body with ties to the BDS movement
should renounce them immediately. We
must hold our elected officials ac-
countable. Whether on Twitter or in

the Halls of Congress, disgusting in-
sinuations and bigotry must be con-
demned in all forms. Those who con-
tinue the use of anti-Semitic rhetoric
should be held accountable for their ac-
tions.

The Democrats should follow the
high standards and the high bar that
the Republican leader has taken when
it comes to committee assignments to
those who make bigoted remarks.

America must continue to stand to-
gether in support of Israel and in sup-
port of peace in the Middle East and
the world. We must build upon our un-
breakable alliance with Israel and
overcome the challenges that come
with building a better, safer world.

——

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIGHT TO
DO THAT WHICH IS RIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
still I rise, and I rise because I love my
country. I rise because it is Black His-
tory Month, and I am always, during
Black History Month, amazed at what
Dr. King called to our attention in his
letter from the Birmingham jail. It is
one of the great masterpieces of writ-
ten word in the history of our country.
I encourage all people to read his letter
from the Birmingham jail.

But I think that as important as it
is, it is equally as important to read
the letter that Dr. King was responding
to, because if you don’t read the letter
he is responding to in his letter, then
you cannot totally appreciate the let-
ter from the Birmingham jail.

I am not going to read the letter in
its entirety. I will just tell you a little
bit about it. This letter—I hold a copy
of it in my hand—was signed by eight
of the leading citizens in the area,
members of the clergy, all. These lead-
ing citizens were admonishing persons
to proceed with caution.
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