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Dr. King reminds us, however, that
the time is always right to do what is
right.

They said in their letter, “But we are
convinced that these demonstrations
are unwise and untimely.” The time is
always right to do what is right.

And I would also add—this is not in
Dr. King’s retort, but that we should
not allow political expediency to
trump the moral imperative to do what
is right. The time is always right to do
what is right.

People are saying today: We should
wait. We don’t have to move now. Let’s
wait. Let’s let something else happen
before we take any position.

They go on to say in their letter,
“We agree rather with certain local
Negro leadership, which has called for
honest and open negotiation of racial
issues in our area.” To the many who
say, let’s have a dialogue, let’s have a
discussion about the race question; we
need to talk about the race question.

I say to my dear brothers and sisters,
dear friends, and dear Members, this
was written April 12, 1963. We have
been talking about the race question
long before this and since this. The
time is always right to do that which is
right.

Dr. King reminded us that injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where. He said that in his letter. That
means that if we allow injustice to
exist in the White House as it relates
to Dbigotry, and xenophobia, and
homophobia, and Islamophobia, if we
allow it to exist in the White House, I
say to my dear brothers and sisters, it
is a threat to every house in this coun-
try. Injustice anywhere is still a threat
to justice everywhere.

So I happen to be one who is willing
to accept all of the criticisms, and all
of the slings and arrows. Send them my
way. I will do what is right.

The Constitution allows it, in fact,
my constituents demand it. It is time
for us to take the issue up again. It is
going to happen, I say to my dear
brothers and sisters. I believe that we
cannot allow bigotry and policy ema-
nating from the Presidency to go un-
checked.

So I can only say to you, impeach-
ment is the solution, and the place for
that solution to be properly addressed
is the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. Right here in this well.
Impeachment is not dead.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

————

CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, February is Career and
Technical Education Month. As co-
chair of the bipartisan Career and
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Technical Education Caucus, and a sen-
ior member of the Education and Labor
Committee, I have long been aware of
the importance of CTE programs that
provides learners of all ages with ca-
reer-ready skills.

From agriculture to the arts, from
marketing to manufacturing, CTE pro-
grams work to develop America’s most
valuable resource: its people.

Together with my friend and col-
league, Congressman JIM LANGEVIN, cO-
chairman of the Career and Technical
Education Caucus, we introduced a res-
olution officially designating February
as CTE month. I encourage all of my
colleagues to sign on as cosponsors be-
cause CTE truly benefits all Ameri-
cans.

CTE is taught in a range of settings:
from high school and area technical
centers, to technical and 2-year com-
munity colleges. Millions of high
school and college students are en-
rolled in CTE programs across the Na-
tion, bringing CTE to every commu-
nity in the country.

Fortunately, in July 2018, President
Trump signed into law the Strength-
ening Career and Technical Education
for the 21st Century Act. I authored
this bill with Representative RAJA
KRISHNAMOORTHI and it aims to close
the skills gap by modernizing Federal
investment in CTE programs, and con-
necting educators with industry stake-
holders.

It marks the first major overhaul to
the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act since 2006. The
Perkins Act is important for edu-
cational institutions as well as local
businesses. Small business owners rely
upon Perkins programs to increase the
number of skilled candidates in emerg-
ing sectors. Future workers in fields
such as manufacturing, information
technology, healthcare, and agri-
culture also rely on career and tech-
nical education programs to obtain the
skills necessary for high-skill, high-
wage, family-sustaining jobs and ca-
reers.

Essentially, Mr. Speaker, we are pro-
viding the education and tools to equip
a 21st century workforce for this Na-
tion. For students who pursue a career
in technical education, it isn’t some
kind of plan B option. CTE has estab-
lished itself as a path that many high-
achieving students choose in pursuit of
industry certification and hands-on
skills that they can use right away out
of high school in skills-based education
programs or in college.

By modernizing the Federal invest-
ment in CTE programs, we can connect
more educators with industry stake-
holders and close the skills gap in this
country. There are good jobs out there,
but people need to be qualified to get
them. A career in technical education
is a pathway forward for each and
every one of these people.

CTE gives people from all walks of
life an opportunity to succeed. During
CTE month, we celebrate the achieve-
ments of students and spread aware-
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ness that there is no one-size-fits-all
plan for success in life. I thank Con-
gressman LANGEVIN for his dedication
to this issue, and urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important reso-
lution.

——
CONFLICT IN YEMEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, today the House is asserting its
constitutional responsibility by cut-
ting off U.S. involvement with the
Saudi-led coalition in the devastating
conflict in Yemen. I thank Representa-
tive KHANNA for leading on this issue.

This brutal war has caused mass star-
vation and cut off humanitarian aid
from reaching those most in need. The
number of casualties has exceeded half
a million men, women, and children.
We don’t know if this legislation will
reach the President’s desk or whether
he will sign it, but with reporting that
Saudi coalition members have trans-
ferred U.S. weapons to terrorist groups
in Yemen, and the Trump administra-
tion choosing to ignore a deadline last
week to report on whether Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
is responsible for the death of jour-
nalist Khashoggi, we must keep up the
pressure to end U.S. involvement in
hostilities in Yemen.

At the end of the day, U.S. participa-
tion in this war is illegal, having never
been authorized by Congress.
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When the United States became in-
volved with the Saudi-led war, this ac-
tion was not covered by the Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force issued by
Congress in the wake of 9/11. The
Houthis, against whom the Saudi coali-
tion is engaged, are not affiliated with
al-Qaida. But because of the 60-word
2001 AUMF, three Presidents have
warped that limited authorization into
enabling a global-spanning war, broad
enough to cover airstrikes in the Khy-
ber Pass and to boots on the ground in
Niger. This AUMF contains no time
limits, no geographic constraints, and
no need for congressional consent or
oversight.

In the last 17 years, the 2001 AUMF
has been cited as statutory authority
for unclassified military actions in
more than 18 countries, and Congress
has been left in the dark about many of
these operations. Our men and women
in uniform have deployed time and
again, shouldering a heavy burden
while at the same time the public is be-
coming more removed from the con-
flicts in which we are engaged.

Today, less than 20 percent of the
Members of the 116th Congress were
present when this vote was taken in
2001. But after more than a decade of
putting more and more war-making
power in the hands of the President
and greater burden on the shoulders of
our troops, Congress must take a
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stand. We cannot continue to be side-
lined from the decisions critical to our
national security.

The Constitution is clear. Congress,
not the President, has the power to de-
clare war. The President can respond
to an imminent threat to the homeland
or to U.S. personnel abroad, or if we
are attacked, but this is the only situa-
tion in which he may dispense with
congressional approval, because as cur-
rent law dictates, once the President
initiates hostilities against a new
enemy, Congress, not the President,
dictates whether hostilities can con-
tinue.

It would be wrong for Congress to
allow any President solely on his or
her own authority and aside from an
imminent, clear threat to sustain our
involvement in any conflict, especially
one so fraught as the conflict in
Yemen. The United States cannot
enter any conflict in the Middle East,
East Asia, or Africa with no clear
strategy, no clear objectives, and no
authorization from Congress.

The American people need answers,
and our troops and their families de-
serve a public debate over the sac-
rifices we ask them to make. I under-
stand that for many Members, after
close to two decades of war in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the idea of debating, let
alone authorizing, new military action
is not going to be popular, even if war-
ranted. But we were not elected to pass
the buck or abdicate our constitutional
responsibility. We must debate these
issues.

Mr. Speaker, as a combat veteran
and a Member of Congress, I know it is
one of our most important and solemn
responsibilities to decide when and how
we send Americans into harm’s way.
We cannot shirk that responsibility be-
cause of its gravity. We must embrace
the tough decisions our role requires us
to carry out.

I hope today is the beginning of our
long-overdue debate over the AUMF
and the true costs of war on our coun-
try and the men and women who fight
and die serving it.

————
ROCKEFELLER CANCER INSTITUTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in recognition of National
Cancer Prevention Month and to high-
light the long-term, exceptional work
of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer
Institute at the University of Arkansas
in Little Rock.

The Rockefeller Cancer Institute
opened in 1989 and serves as Arkansas’
only comprehensive cancer treatment
and research facility. Now in its 30th
year, the Rockefeller Cancer Institute
is in the process of pursuing designa-
tion as a National Cancer Institute.

In 2018, approximately 44 Arkansans
a day were diagnosed with some form
of cancer, and 6,910 Arkansans lost
their lives to this terrible disease. NCI
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grant funding would increase Arkan-
sans’ access to clinical trials and new
therapies, expand services for patients,
and create more healthcare jobs in cen-
tral Arkansas.

With 70 NCI-designated cancer cen-
ters across the country, not one is in
Arkansas, and therefore, this is a vi-
tally important mission.

I applaud the Rockefeller Institute’s
objective.

RECOGNIZING BILL HOLMES

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize my friend, Bill
Holmes, who passed away peacefully
late last year. He left an indelible im-
pact on the Arkansas business commu-
nity.

Bill dedicated over four decades of
his life to financial services, commu-
nity banking, and government policy,
most recently as CEO of the Arkansas
Bankers Association. I was fortunate
to work with him throughout my busi-
ness career in Arkansas.

Among his friends, Bill was known
for his quick wit, mischievous smile,
and ability to connect with others.
Bill’s contributions to our State and
our community banks will not be for-
gotten. I join all Arkansans in recog-
nizing Bill for his remarkable career
and his life well-lived.

I extend my respect, affection, and
prayers to his wife, Rita, and their
family and friends.

RECOGNIZING SYBIL JORDAN HAMPTON

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize my friend, Sybil
Jordan Hampton, who was recently
awarded the alumni award from the
University of Chicago for providing
leadership in advancing social justice
and equity in our society.

Sybil grew up in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, and in 1962, in the aftermath of the
Little Rock Nine integration of Central
High in 1957, Sybil became the first Af-
rican American student to complete
her entire education at Little Rock
Central High School.

She went on to earn her bachelor’s
degree from Earlham College, a mas-
ter’s degree in elementary education
from the University of Chicago, and a
second master’s degree and doctorate
from Columbia University.

After working as a higher education
administrator and philanthropist,
Sybil returned to Little Rock to be-
come president of the Winthrop Rocke-
feller Foundation, focusing on building
a better Arkansas. She continues to be
involved in many local community
service organizations and is a life
member of the Girl Scouts of America.

As a local educator and civic and
community leader, Arkansas has been
an enriched place to live and work due
to the outstanding accomplishments of
Sybil Jordan Hampton.

RECOGNIZING JIM HINKLE

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the achieve-
ments of Mr. Jim Hinkle, who was in-
ducted into the Arkansas Outdoor Hall
of Fame last year by the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission.
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Born and raised in Mountain View,
Arkansas, Jim graduated from the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas before pur-
suing a lifelong career in community
service and the outdoors. He served as
commissioner of the Arkansas Game
and Fish Commission before
transitioning to 14 years on the board
of the National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion, ultimately serving as president of
the national chapter.

Jim’s leadership helped lead toward
the expansion and improvement of
habitat throughout the United States,
Mexico, and Canada. His service to the
State of Arkansas and to wildlife and
conservation causes will not be forgot-
ten, and I join all Arkansans in con-
gratulating Jim on this achievement
and wish him much continued success.

RECOGNIZING THURMAN BOOTH’S RETIREMENT

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the life of Thur-
man Booth. Thurman retired earlier
this year after serving more than 52
years in wildlife services, most re-
cently as the Arkansas director of
Wildlife Services for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Thurman’s journey began at Lou-
isiana State University. He quickly
joined the Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife as a trainee and then be-
came assistant State supervisor in the
Division of Wildlife Services. He served
as the Wildlife Services lead in Arkan-
sas since 1968.

We appreciate his service to con-
servation and to the Game and Fish
Commission, and I wish him a great re-
tirement.

GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
know what it is like to lose a child to
gun violence. My words are not suffi-
cient to describe that pain.

These are the words of Patricia Oli-
ver, the mother of Joaquin Oliver. Joa-
quin was killed 1 year ago tomorrow at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida.

Dear Representative DEUTCH: I am writing
to you to plead with you to ensure that other
mothers and fathers do not have to endure
this gut-wrenching pain, the senseless and
unnecessary loss of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness for my family.

My name is Patricia Oliver. My beautiful
son, Joaquin, was one of the 17 who lost their
lives at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School last year. Words cannot express the
devastation wrought on the families of the
victims, the shattering of families, friends,
and those who survived.

After the avoidable mass shooting, many
said we were in their thoughts and prayers.
How many of you in this Chamber uttered
just those words?

I thank you for your prayers, but are you
actually thinking about your constituents,
about those you have sworn an oath to serve,
and about those you know and love? If you
were thinking, you would do something.

It is in your power to enact commonsense
gun laws, commonsense mental health sup-
port, and appropriate support and guidance
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