February 13, 2019

stand. We cannot continue to be side-
lined from the decisions critical to our
national security.

The Constitution is clear. Congress,
not the President, has the power to de-
clare war. The President can respond
to an imminent threat to the homeland
or to U.S. personnel abroad, or if we
are attacked, but this is the only situa-
tion in which he may dispense with
congressional approval, because as cur-
rent law dictates, once the President
initiates hostilities against a new
enemy, Congress, not the President,
dictates whether hostilities can con-
tinue.

It would be wrong for Congress to
allow any President solely on his or
her own authority and aside from an
imminent, clear threat to sustain our
involvement in any conflict, especially
one so fraught as the conflict in
Yemen. The United States cannot
enter any conflict in the Middle East,
East Asia, or Africa with no clear
strategy, no clear objectives, and no
authorization from Congress.

The American people need answers,
and our troops and their families de-
serve a public debate over the sac-
rifices we ask them to make. I under-
stand that for many Members, after
close to two decades of war in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the idea of debating, let
alone authorizing, new military action
is not going to be popular, even if war-
ranted. But we were not elected to pass
the buck or abdicate our constitutional
responsibility. We must debate these
issues.

Mr. Speaker, as a combat veteran
and a Member of Congress, I know it is
one of our most important and solemn
responsibilities to decide when and how
we send Americans into harm’s way.
We cannot shirk that responsibility be-
cause of its gravity. We must embrace
the tough decisions our role requires us
to carry out.

I hope today is the beginning of our
long-overdue debate over the AUMF
and the true costs of war on our coun-
try and the men and women who fight
and die serving it.

————
ROCKEFELLER CANCER INSTITUTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in recognition of National
Cancer Prevention Month and to high-
light the long-term, exceptional work
of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer
Institute at the University of Arkansas
in Little Rock.

The Rockefeller Cancer Institute
opened in 1989 and serves as Arkansas’
only comprehensive cancer treatment
and research facility. Now in its 30th
year, the Rockefeller Cancer Institute
is in the process of pursuing designa-
tion as a National Cancer Institute.

In 2018, approximately 44 Arkansans
a day were diagnosed with some form
of cancer, and 6,910 Arkansans lost
their lives to this terrible disease. NCI
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grant funding would increase Arkan-
sans’ access to clinical trials and new
therapies, expand services for patients,
and create more healthcare jobs in cen-
tral Arkansas.

With 70 NCI-designated cancer cen-
ters across the country, not one is in
Arkansas, and therefore, this is a vi-
tally important mission.

I applaud the Rockefeller Institute’s
objective.

RECOGNIZING BILL HOLMES

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize my friend, Bill
Holmes, who passed away peacefully
late last year. He left an indelible im-
pact on the Arkansas business commu-
nity.

Bill dedicated over four decades of
his life to financial services, commu-
nity banking, and government policy,
most recently as CEO of the Arkansas
Bankers Association. I was fortunate
to work with him throughout my busi-
ness career in Arkansas.

Among his friends, Bill was known
for his quick wit, mischievous smile,
and ability to connect with others.
Bill’s contributions to our State and
our community banks will not be for-
gotten. I join all Arkansans in recog-
nizing Bill for his remarkable career
and his life well-lived.

I extend my respect, affection, and
prayers to his wife, Rita, and their
family and friends.

RECOGNIZING SYBIL JORDAN HAMPTON

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize my friend, Sybil
Jordan Hampton, who was recently
awarded the alumni award from the
University of Chicago for providing
leadership in advancing social justice
and equity in our society.

Sybil grew up in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, and in 1962, in the aftermath of the
Little Rock Nine integration of Central
High in 1957, Sybil became the first Af-
rican American student to complete
her entire education at Little Rock
Central High School.

She went on to earn her bachelor’s
degree from Earlham College, a mas-
ter’s degree in elementary education
from the University of Chicago, and a
second master’s degree and doctorate
from Columbia University.

After working as a higher education
administrator and philanthropist,
Sybil returned to Little Rock to be-
come president of the Winthrop Rocke-
feller Foundation, focusing on building
a better Arkansas. She continues to be
involved in many local community
service organizations and is a life
member of the Girl Scouts of America.

As a local educator and civic and
community leader, Arkansas has been
an enriched place to live and work due
to the outstanding accomplishments of
Sybil Jordan Hampton.

RECOGNIZING JIM HINKLE

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the achieve-
ments of Mr. Jim Hinkle, who was in-
ducted into the Arkansas Outdoor Hall
of Fame last year by the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission.

H1529

Born and raised in Mountain View,
Arkansas, Jim graduated from the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas before pur-
suing a lifelong career in community
service and the outdoors. He served as
commissioner of the Arkansas Game
and Fish Commission before
transitioning to 14 years on the board
of the National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion, ultimately serving as president of
the national chapter.

Jim’s leadership helped lead toward
the expansion and improvement of
habitat throughout the United States,
Mexico, and Canada. His service to the
State of Arkansas and to wildlife and
conservation causes will not be forgot-
ten, and I join all Arkansans in con-
gratulating Jim on this achievement
and wish him much continued success.

RECOGNIZING THURMAN BOOTH’S RETIREMENT

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the life of Thur-
man Booth. Thurman retired earlier
this year after serving more than 52
years in wildlife services, most re-
cently as the Arkansas director of
Wildlife Services for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Thurman’s journey began at Lou-
isiana State University. He quickly
joined the Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife as a trainee and then be-
came assistant State supervisor in the
Division of Wildlife Services. He served
as the Wildlife Services lead in Arkan-
sas since 1968.

We appreciate his service to con-
servation and to the Game and Fish
Commission, and I wish him a great re-
tirement.

GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
know what it is like to lose a child to
gun violence. My words are not suffi-
cient to describe that pain.

These are the words of Patricia Oli-
ver, the mother of Joaquin Oliver. Joa-
quin was killed 1 year ago tomorrow at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida.

Dear Representative DEUTCH: I am writing
to you to plead with you to ensure that other
mothers and fathers do not have to endure
this gut-wrenching pain, the senseless and
unnecessary loss of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness for my family.

My name is Patricia Oliver. My beautiful
son, Joaquin, was one of the 17 who lost their
lives at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School last year. Words cannot express the
devastation wrought on the families of the
victims, the shattering of families, friends,
and those who survived.

After the avoidable mass shooting, many
said we were in their thoughts and prayers.
How many of you in this Chamber uttered
just those words?

I thank you for your prayers, but are you
actually thinking about your constituents,
about those you have sworn an oath to serve,
and about those you know and love? If you
were thinking, you would do something.

It is in your power to enact commonsense
gun laws, commonsense mental health sup-
port, and appropriate support and guidance
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