February 13, 2019

Alaskans of the Week. It is one of my
favorite things to do. So, today, I just
want to say a little bit about some of
those Alaskans of the Week, not really
one or two but just kind of a combo—
literally, dozens and dozens of Alas-
kans, since I started here in the Senate
4 years ago, where I have had the op-
portunity to come down and talk about
them.

They are as old as 100 and as young
as 8. Last week we had an 8-year-old.
Boy, was he really a fine young man
from Juneau. They come from the Far
North, the Arctic, and the misty tem-
perate southeast of Alaska. They live
surrounded by tundra, by the churning
seas, by mountains, by rainforests.
These are all those who have earned
the title Alaskan of the Week. They
come from what we call urban Alaska
and from some of the 200 small commu-
nities and villages that dot my State,
which are not connected by roads. It is
a big challenge we have in Alaska.

They are librarians, artists, former
Governors, reporters, healthcare work-
ers, whalers, counselors, pastors, law-
yers, athletes, students, teachers, and
nearly every profession imaginable.
Some of them have retired. Some of
them are just starting school and
aren’t even of working age.

They are a diverse group of people, as
you can imagine, but they all have one
thing in common. They love Alaska.
They love their country. They have the
fire, the drive, and the heart to use
whatever skills they have, whatever
experiences they have to help others.

Isn’t that what Valentine’s Day is all
about, what the hashtag
“homestatelove’ is all about, and, cer-
tainly, what the Alaskan of the Week
is all about?

Now, when I talk about the Alaskan
of the Week, sometimes these people
have seen and gotten and deserve a lot
of attention in Alaska and even nation-
ally. Other times, they are less well
known but no less impactful. Let me
give you a couple of examples: someone
who has been picking up trash on the
side of the road for years, just doing it
every day; helping people to find a pet
to love; making meals for the sick;
starting and contributing to non-
profits; writing beautiful prose; helping
people overcome addictions; estab-
lishing iconic businesses; working their
whole lives to do what they think is
right for their community, for their
State, and the communities they love.

Of course, they are all inspiring to
us, and what I try to do once a week is
to come down and not just inspire the
pages, who, I know, look forward to
this speech, but anyone in America
who is listening. By the way, you have
to come up to Alaska and you, too, will
love, and I mean ‘‘love’” Alaska when
you come up to visit.

Now, they are inspiring to all of us in
Alaska, but, as I mentioned, all around
the country last year. For example, I
got to talk about the Alaska Pacific
University’s ski team—world re-
nowned, gold medalists, Olympic med-
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alists—inspiring young people all
across the globe to race faster and race
better.

Last year, I had the opportunity to
talk about a young teenager from
Gambell, Chris Apassingok. He made
national headlines for his insistence,
despite tremendous backlash from
some extreme groups outside of Alas-
ka, to continue his cultural heritage of
hunting whales to feed his community
through subsistence.

Here is another example that will go
straight to the heart of my colleague,
Senator ERNST from Iowa. In Decem-
ber, Carol Seppilu from Nome, who has
overcome tremendous difficulties and
disabilities and pain in her life, ran 85
miles of a 100-mile race in Council
Bluffs, IA, and she is training for an-
other race.

That kind of training isn’t easy in
Nome, where she has to walk through
blizzards just to get on a treadmill.
Carol has the racing community—the
long racing community, 100-mile
races—in Alaska and Iowa and, lit-
erally, around the country in awe of
her, if you know her story, and rooting
for her.

Sometimes we have a lot of negative
news here in DC. I always say there is
a lot more going on bipartisan that our
friends in the media, who sit above the
Presiding Officer’s desk there, don’t
often report, but it can be negative. 1
think sometimes it can be easy to for-
get that we live in the greatest country
in the world—no doubt about it—the
greatest country in the history of the
world, in my view, filled with good peo-
ple who wake up every morning deter-
mined to do what is right, to give back
to their communities, whether in Alas-
ka or North Dakota, like the Presiding
Officer.

I want to thank Senator ERNST for
bringing us down to the floor yesterday
and even today to talk a little bit
about love—good initiative there for
Valentine’s Day. I thank all of the peo-
ple of my State. This is a love story,
not just of my wife and daughters but
of all these great Alaskans of the Week
who have been doing such a great job
for Alaska and their country. So, to all
of them, Happy Valentine’s Day.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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NOMINATION OF DONALD W.
WASHINGTON

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I do
not object to the nomination of Donald
W. Washington, PN202.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE ON RULES
AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration
has adopted rules governing its proce-
dures for the 116th Congress. Pursuant
to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, on behalf
of myself and Senator KLOBUCHAR, I
ask unanimous consent that a copy of
the committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF PROCEDURE
MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

Rule 1. The regular meeting dates of the
Committee shall be the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month, at 10:00 a.m., in
room SR-301, Russell Senate Office Building.
Additional meetings of the Committee may
be called by the Chairman as he may deem
necessary or pursuant to the provision of
paragraph 3 of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate.

Rule 2. Meetings of the committee, includ-
ing meetings to conduct hearings, shall be
open to the public, except that a meeting or
series of meetings by the committee on the
same subject for a period of no more than 14
calendar days may be closed to the public on
a motion made and seconded to go into
closed session to discuss only whether the
matters enumerated in subparagraphs (a)
through (f) would require the meeting to be
closed followed immediately by a recorded
vote in open session by a majority of the
Members of the committee when it is deter-
mined that the matters to be discussed or
the testimony to be taken at such meeting
or meetings:

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(b) will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(c) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(e) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if:

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or

(2) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept
confidential under the provisions of law or
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