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CONGRATULATING KENTUCKY SU-
PREME COURT JUSTICE BILL 
CUNNINGHAM ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Supreme Court 
Justice Bill Cunningham from Lyon 
County, of the First District of Ken-
tucky, on his upcoming retirement 
from the Kentucky Supreme Court. 

After serving in the United States 
Army, Bill Cunningham was the 
Eddyville city attorney, the public de-
fender for the Kentucky State Peniten-
tiary, and the Commonwealth’s attor-
ney for the 56th Judicial District. He 
then served on the bench as a circuit 
judge for 15 years before his election to 
the Kentucky Supreme Court in 2006. 

As an avid writer, Bill Cunningham 
documented important parts of Ken-
tucky’s history in his books. Through 
his writings and life as a concerned cit-
izen, he sought improved race relations 
and minority representation on juries. 

Justice Cunningham evidently passed 
his passion for public service on to his 
son, Congressman JOE CUNNINGHAM of 
South Carolina. I am proud to serve 
alongside Congressman CUNNINGHAM 
and look forward to working with him 
to promote bipartisan legislation in 
the 116th Congress. 

As Justice Cunningham begins the 
next phase of his life, I join with the 
people of western Kentucky to express 
our gratitude for his lifetime of public 
service to the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. 
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CONGRATULATING KENTUCKY SU-
PREME COURT JUSTICE BILL 
CUNNINGHAM ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I, 
too, rise today to call attention, along 
with Congressman JAMIE COMER, to one 
of Kentucky’s most fearless, tireless 
public servants, who recently retired 
from the Commonwealth’s highest 
court at the beginning of this month 
and who is my father, Justice Bill 
Cunningham. 

He began his long and distinguished 
career by serving as a JAG officer in 
the U.S. Army during the Vietnam war, 
serving in Germany, Vietnam, and 
Korea. 

He returned home to serve later as 
the city attorney, then the public de-
fender, then the prosecutor, followed 
by circuit court judge, all before being 
elected to Kentucky’s highest court, 
the Kentucky Supreme Court, where he 
has been a justice for the last 12 years. 

His skills in the courtroom were not 
just limited to the courtroom. Growing 
up the youngest of five unruly boys, we 

found that he brought those skills 
home with him. 

I recall one time when three of my 
older brothers came home late, past 
curfew, with the smell of alcohol. Their 
stories did not jibe with one another, 
so he immediately sequestered each 
brother in three separate rooms and 
went from room to room interrogating 
each of them, only to find out their 
story of a flat tire fell apart very 
quickly when they could not decide on 
which tire was flat and who fixed it. 

He acted as the judge, the jury, and 
the executioner of our household in dis-
ciplining five boys. 

I recall one time being disciplined at 
school for fighting. I came home. My 
father told me: If you are in trouble at 
school, you are in trouble at home. 

He took a 25-pound weight, put it in 
a backpack, and made me carry that 
backpack around with me everywhere I 
went—to school, back from school to 
home—with the message that, if I was 
going to be a weight on him, he was 
going to put a weight on me. No doubt, 
such behavior would probably call at-
tention to child services these days. 

He is the bastion of public service; he 
is the example of integrity; and, last 
but not least, he is my hero. 

Thank you, Dad, for all of your hard 
work, for leading by example. 

He treated every single person with 
dignity and with respect. Even today, 
when he goes inside the walls of Ken-
tucky’s State Penitentiary, the max-
imum security penitentiary, he walks 
around in the yard and people approach 
him—people he has prosecuted, people 
he has sentenced to the penitentiary— 
and they come up and want to shake 
his hand because he treated every sin-
gle person with dignity and with re-
spect. 

I want to thank my father, Justice 
Bill Cunningham, for making this 
world a better one. 

And to my mother, who will be the 
beneficiary to all of his newfound free 
time, I wish to say to her: Good luck. 

f 

HONORING BUCKS COUNTY FIRST 
RESPONDERS AT HEARTS FOR 
OUR HEROES RECEPTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, is home 
to some of the most thoughtful and 
compassionate people in the Nation. 
This was on full display earlier this 
month when parents and students from 
the Howard Hersch Religious School at 
Congregation Brothers of Israel held a 
reception for first responders, called 
Hearts for Our Heroes. 

Held at the Newtown Township 
Building, first responders in attend-
ance received letters of appreciation 
and cookies for their service and their 
sacrifice. Students also sang a song of 
gratitude to the heroes in our commu-
nity. 

I would like to honor several people, 
Mr. Speaker, who played a pivotal role 
in ensuring that our community’s first 
responders received the recognition 
they deserve: Joan Hersch, Congrega-
tion Brothers of Israel Religious 
School director; and Janet Barudin and 
Amy Stinson, who co-chair the con-
gregation’s Caring Committee; as well 
as Rabbi Aaron Gaber. 

I would also like to extend my grati-
tude to all first responders in Newtown 
Township and throughout Bucks Coun-
ty for all they do to keep us safe. 

RECOGNIZING JUDGE REA B. BOYLAN 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize the remarkable 
career of a public servant in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, who will be re-
tiring at the end of her term. 

Judge Rea Boylan, a resident of 
Hilltown, has spent 20 years on the 
bench and is the most tenured member 
of the Bucks County court of common 
pleas. 

In her years of service, Judge Boylan 
has worked in the public defender’s of-
fice, the office of the district attorney, 
and also was Bucks County controller 
before her judgeship. 

Throughout Judge Boylan’s tenure, 
she has been known as a fair judge who 
is not afraid to hold people accountable 
and always seeks to rehabilitate those 
in need. 

Notably, her work with juveniles and 
those struggling with addiction truly 
embodies her dedication to both justice 
and fairness. 

I wish Judge Boylan all of the best in 
her retirement, and I speak on behalf 
of all of Bucks County when we thank 
her wholeheartedly for her service. 

CONGRATULATING NORTH PENN HIGH SCHOOL 
SWIMMING COACH JEFF FAIKISH 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate North Penn 
High School swimming coach Jeff 
Faikish for being named Pennsylvania 
Coach of the Year for girls swimming 
and diving during the 2017–2018 school 
year. 

The National Federation of State 
High School Associations awards 
coaches who exemplify the high stand-
ards of sportsmanship, ethical and 
moral character, and have received the 
endorsement of their State high school 
association. 

Last fall, the North Penn High 
School swim team won the State cham-
pionship and, under John’s leadership, 
has competed in seven State champion-
ship meets. 

Mr. Speaker, we congratulate John 
for receiving this honor and all the 
athletes of the North Penn girls swim 
team for their outstanding achieve-
ments. We wish them all continued 
success in their future endeavors. 
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BORDER SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, in fiscal year 2018, more than 2,000 
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