7

February 14, 2019

should be punished for following his or
her spouse’s relocation or reassign-
ment.

The legislation that Senators COR-
NYN, JONES and I have introduced is a
common sense proposal to allow mili-
tary spouses to earn the benefits that
they have dutifully worked towards
and continue to incentivize individuals
to teach our hardest to educate chil-
dren. Our legislation provides a waiver
from the Department of Education’s
Teacher Loan Forgiveness program’s
five consecutive years of service re-
quirement for qualified military
spouses if their spouse is relocated dur-
ing the school year pursuant to mili-
tary orders from the Armed Forces.
This waiver will allow individuals to
remain eligible for the Teacher Loan
Forgiveness program should they re-
sume teaching full-time at a qualifying
low-income school district within one
year of their relocation. In addition,
this legislation requires the Depart-
ment of Education to provide a report
to Congress every two years on the
number of military spouses who re-
mained eligible for Teacher Loan For-
giveness due to this legislation. In ad-
dition, it would allow military spouses
that follow their service member over-
seas to accrue periods of service to-
wards the Teacher Loan Forgiveness
program if they teach in one of the De-
partment of Defense Education Activi-
ties operated schools.

I urge my colleagues to join in this
effort to help families who are wholly
committed to public service by sup-
porting the Preserving Teacher Loan
Forgiveness for Military Spouses Act.
No family committed to service of our
country should lose out on earned ben-
efits due to a technicality.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 71—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY OF THE
VICTIMS OF THE SENSELESS AT-
TACK AT MARJORY STONEMAN
DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL 1 YEAR
AGO

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTrT of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 71

Whereas, on February 14, 2018, a mass
shooting that took the lives of 17 teachers
and students took ©place at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida;

Whereas the people of the United States
continue to pray for those who were affected
by this tragedy;

Whereas President Donald Trump stated:
“No child, no teacher, should ever be in dan-
ger in an American school. No parent should
ever have to fear for their sons and daugh-
ters when they Kkiss them goodbye in the
morning.”’;

Whereas the Parkland community has
shown strength, compassion, and unity in
the past year; and

Whereas February 14, 2019, marks 1 year
since the horrific attack: Now, therefore, be
it
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the victims killed in the
attack and offers heartfelt condolences and
deepest sympathies to the families, loved
ones, and friends of the victims;

(2) honors the survivors and pledges con-
tinued support for their recovery;

(3) recognizes the strength and resilience of
the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
community; and

(4) expresses gratitude to the emergency
medical and health care professionals of the
Parkland community for their efforts in re-
sponding to the attack and caring for the
victims and survivors.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 72—HON-
ORING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF FORT BENNING IN COLUM-
BUS, GEORGIA

Mr. PERDUE (for himself, Mr. JONES,
and Mr. ISAKSON) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Armed Services:

S. RES. 72

Whereas 2018 was the 100th anniversary of
Fort Benning, a military installation oper-
ating in Columbus, Georgia;

Whereas Fort Benning is named after Brig-
adier General Henry Lewis Benning, a resi-
dent of Columbus, Georgia;

Whereas Fort Benning resides on land
originally belonging to the Creek Tribe of
the Muskogee Nation;

Whereas, on April 4, 1917, the day after
President Woodrow Wilson asked Congress
for a declaration of war against Germany,
the citizens of Columbus began advocating
for an Army camp to be constructed near Co-
lumbus, Georgia;

Whereas the War Department decided to
move the Infantry School of Arms at Fort
Sill, Oklahoma, to a more spacious site to
train soldiers on infantry skills and tactics;

Whereas, on August 27, 1918, with the help
of the Columbus Chamber of Commerce, an
84-acre farm on Macon Road in Columbus,
Georgia, was selected as the site for the in-
fantry camp;

Whereas, on September 18, 1918, the Adju-
tant General ordered troops from Fort Sill to
report to the newly selected site by October
1, 1918;

Whereas, on October 19, 1918, Columbus na-
tive Anna Caroline Benning, daughter of the
brigadier general, raised the United States
flag over the United States Infantry School
of Arms and the site was formally christened
Camp Benning;

Whereas, after the end of World War I, the
Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate
ordered construction on Camp Benning to be
halted on January 9, 1919;

Whereas Senator Hoke Smith of Georgia
strongly advocated for congressional hear-
ings to receive testimony on resuming con-
struction of the post, allowing for Columbus-
area supporters, as well as infantry com-
manders who fought in World War I, to tes-
tify about the need for the post;

Whereas, on March 8, 1919, the Committee
on Military Affairs of the Senate voted to re-
sume building Camp Benning;

Whereas the post quickly outgrew the
Macon Road location and, on June 17, 1919,
Camp Benning was moved to its present site,
which included the 1,800-acre plantation of
local businessman Arthur Bussey;

Whereas, on January 9, 1922, the War De-
partment issued General Order No. 1, making
Camp Benning a permanent military instal-
lation and appropriating more than $1,000,000
of additional building funds for the Infantry
School of Arms, which later became the In-
fantry School;
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Whereas, on May 12, 1920, 10 Army aircraft
were assigned to Camp Benning as the air de-
tachment of the post, marking the first use
of aviation at Camp Benning;

Whereas, on February 8, 1922, Camp
Benning was redesignated as Fort Benning;

Whereas, on June 17, 1932, the tank school
of the United States Army officially moved
from Fort Meade, Maryland, to Fort
Benning;

Whereas Fort Benning played a critical
role in World War II, training thousands of
soldiers for the European, African, and Pa-
cific theaters of war;

Whereas, on June 25, 1940, the commandant
of the Infantry School was directed by the
Adjutant General to provide a platoon of vol-
unteers for parachute test duty, leading to
the formation of the Parachute Test Pla-
toon;

Whereas, on September 16, 1940, the War
Department approved the formation of the
first Parachute Battalion at Fort Benning;

Whereas, on October 1, 1940, the 501st Para-
chute Battalion was activated;

Whereas, in July 1941, the modern Officer
Candidate School for Infantry was estab-
lished at Fort Benning to provide a rigorous
training venue for new officers;

Whereas, in December 1943, the 555th Para-
chute Infantry Company, later redesignated
as Company A, 5556th Parachute Infantry
Battalion, the first African-American para-
chute unit, which was known as ‘‘Triple
Nickles”, was activated at Fort Benning;

Whereas, after World War II, Fort Benning
continued to play a vital role in training sol-
diers for every conflict involving the United
States;

Whereas the Ranger Training Center was
established on October 12, 1950, which trained
personnel for the Korean War;

Whereas, during the Korean War, Fort
Benning opened the Officer Candidate School
on February 18, 1951, which has trained—

(1) thousands of infantry officers to serve
as leaders in the Army; and

(2) since 1973, officers of all branches to
serve as leaders in the Armed Forces;

Whereas the 11th Air Assault Division was
activated at Fort Benning on February 7,
1963, to test and develop the air mobile con-
cept;

Whereas the 11th Air Assault Division was
inactivated on July 1, 1965, and replaced by
the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) and de-
ployed to Vietnam on September 11, 1965,
specializing in flying troops in and out of
combat zones via helicopter;

Whereas Fort Benning served as a major
staging ground for troops sent to the Middle
East during Operation Desert Shield and Op-
eration Desert Storm, and later during Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom;

Whereas, in 2009, tanks from the Armor
School at Fort Knox arrived at Fort
Benning, combining infantry and armor at 1
post and forming the Maneuver Center of Ex-
cellence;

Whereas, on August 16, 2017, the 1st Secu-
rity Force Assistance Brigade was activated
at Fort Benning and subsequently deployed
to Afghanistan to assist forces of the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan;

Whereas the Maneuver Center of Excel-
lence consists of—

(1) the Capabilities Development and Inte-
gration Directorate;

(2) the United States
School;

(3) the United States Army Armor School;

(4) the 194th Armored Brigade, 316th Cav-
alry Brigade, and 198th and 199th Infantry
Brigades;

(6) the Directorate of Training and Doc-
trine; and

(6) additional tenant units;
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