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HONORING THE KOREAN
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
celebrate the outstanding achievements of the
people of South Korea in their fight for inde-
pendence. This push for Korean independ-
ence from Japan would begin in Seoul on
March 1, 1919 and spread throughout the
country.

Over 100 years ago, the Korean people
were inspired by former Governor of New Jer-
sey and United States President Woodrow
Wilson’s ideas of self-determination to resist
the occupation of Japanese military rule. This
revolutionary spirt was aided by release of a
Korean Declaration of Independence that was
written by 33 core activists in the Samil Move-
ment. The declaration was read by the leaders
in the Seoul and in townships throughout
Korea by supporters of the movement.

Attempts by the Japanese military to sup-
press the Samil Movement's peaceful gath-
erings gave their followers a stronger will to
keep demonstrating. It is estimated that ap-
proximately two million Koreans participated in
more than 1,500 demonstrations for independ-
ence. Several thousand were massacred,
wounded and arrested by the Japanese police
force and army in what is known as the
Bloody History of the Korean Independence
Movement. These acts became the catalyst
for the Korean Independence Movement that
would help unify the Korean people in their
quest for independence in 1945.

Our alliance with the Republic of Korea has
always been firm. Korea has remained one of
the United States’ closest and most steadfast
allies and partners. Our shared belief in self-
determination is pivotal to our joint success. |
am proud to rise today to honor that history.

| look forward to joining my constituents on
February 26, 2019 for a ceremony recognizing
the Centennial of the March 1st Movement. |
hope my colleagues will recognize the impor-
tance of the Korean March 1st Movement as
a reflection of our own values of freedom of
assembly, freedom of speech, and freedom to
self-govern.

————

CHET HITT RECEIVES THE DISTIN-
GUISHED COMMUNITY SERVICE
AWARD

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service and commitment of Chet
Hitt, who received the Distinguished Commu-
nity Service Award from the Victor Valley Col-
lege Foundation on February 23, 2019.

Chet was born in the High Desert and has
lived in Apple Valley for most of his life. Al-
ways ambitious and driven, Chet's entrepre-
neurial spirit came alive when he began to
control High Desert mortuary business market.
In 1997, he became partners with the owner
of a prior competitor, Victor Valley Mortuary,
and within three years they were able to pur-
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chase four additional mortuaries in the High
Desert. Chet has served on the Board of
Trustees of St. Mary Hospital, where he is the
only Board Member to have been born at that
hospital, and also sits on the Board for
Friends of the Fair for the San Bernardino
County Fairgrounds. He was named the Apple
Valley Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the
Year in 2002, and was named Service-Based
Entrepreneur of the Year at the 2017 Spirit of
the Entrepreneur Awards for the Inland Em-
pire. Chet serves as Chairman of the Board of
the Sunset Hills Children’s Foundation and the
Topock 66 Children’s Foundation.

Chet Hitt is one of the most kind, generous,
and hard-working people in the High Desert,
and is eminently deserving of this award. |
offer my sincere congratulations to Chet on
this recognition and my thanks for all the out-
standing work he does in our community.

HONORING STEPHEN PHILIP
SPERNAK

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the distinguished public service
career of Mr. Stephen Philip Spernak. Mr.
Spernak has dedicated over 20 years to serv-
ing and benefitting our community in Orange
County. In 1982 Mr. Spernak began working
for the Cypress Police Department, and here
is where his strong leadership and hard work
began to take notice.

Mr. Spernak served 14 years with the Cy-
press Police Department, during this time he
was named Officer of the Year in 1988 and re-
ceived the Medal of Valor in 1993 for rescuing
an infant from a burning structure. Officer
Spernak was nationally recognized by Mothers
Against Drunk Driving (MADD) in 1990 for cre-
ating a drunk driving education program for
teens, which is still used today. MADD recog-
nized Mr. Spernak as Officer of the Year in
1989 and he has since served as a spokes-
man and lecturer for MADD for 24 years. He
also created and launched a notable public af-
fairs program related to crime prevention,
drunk driving, traffic safety, and neighborhood
watch through public appearances and cable
TV. Mr. Spernak has also served as an Or-
ange County Sheriff Reserve Deputy.

Outside of law enforcement, Mr. Spernak
acted as Executive Assistant and Policy Advi-
sor to Orange County Supervisor Todd Spitzer
during his two terms in office. In these roles
he aided the Local Agency Formation Com-
mission (LAFCO) in their efforts to incorporate
Rancho Santiago Margarita into cityhood. His
successful role led him to serve as Deputy
City Manager of this new city in 2000.

While serving the Orange County Super-
visors, he played a lead role on Supervisor
Spitzer's staff, serving as his Southern Cali-
fornia Liaison. In this role he collaborated with
anti-airport committees and successfully de-
feated a plan to build an international airport
at El Toro Marine Air Corps Station.
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REMEMBERING THE 27TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KHOJALY
MASSACRE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 27th anniversary of the
Khojaly Massacre, which took place on Feb-
ruary 26, 1992, and remember the 613 men,
women, and children who were brutalized dur-
ing this despicable act of violence.

Khojaly, a town in the Republic of Azer-
baijan, was home to an unprecedented act of
brutality that desecrated the norms and prin-
ciples of international law, human rights, and
freedoms. Armenian forces, with the support
of the 366th motorized rifle regiment of the
Russian army, stormed the besieged town of
Khojaly engaging in acts so violent that their
effects are still felt in the community, indeed
the entire country, to this day.

Madam Speaker, although a ceasefire was
achieved in 1994, more than 20 percent of Az-
erbaijani territory including Nagorno Karabakh
remain occupied and more than 1 million
Azerbaijanis remain refugees and internally
displaced persons. Over the past 20 years,
Azerbaijan has spent over 6 billion dollars to
ensure the social welfare of the internally dis-
placed. Notably, while providing this crucial
and costly support, Azerbaijan has still taken
significant and impressive strides to improve
economic development in their region.

Indeed the Government of Azerbaijan has
not only contributed to regional stability, but
has continued to be a reliable ally for the
United States in combating terrorism around
the world. In the days after September 11,
2001, Azerbaijan quickly conveyed its soli-
darity with the American people and provided
crucial assistance to our fight against terrorism
by granting unconditional clearance to our mili-
tary to use Azerbaijan’s airspace as part of
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.
This is in addition to the naval and ground
routes the country provides for the inter-
national coalition’s supplies that are to be de-
livered to forces in Afghanistan.

Madam Speaker, marking the anniversary of
a tragedy is always a solemn occasion. How-
ever, as a member of the Azerbaijan Caucus,
| believe it is important to recognize and re-
member those whose lives were lost. | ask my
colleagues to join me in offering condolences
to the people of Azerbaijan.

——

IN HONOR OF ANTONIO VACCARO’S
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Antonio Vaccaro, who celebrated his
100th birthday this past Saturday. A longtime
resident of Portsmouth and a communicator
like no other, Mr. Vaccaro spent much of his
career working as chief engineer at the radio
station WHEB in Portsmouth.

During World War II, Mr. Vaccaro answered
the nation’s call and served as a member of
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the elite Flying Tigers. As a member of the
Flying Tigers, he took charge of communica-
tions, using his unique skillset to send many
messages, including the first message an-
nouncing the end of the war. He is a father,
grandfather, great grandfather, and great-great
grandfather to a loving family who worked tire-
lessly to ensure that Mr. Vaccaro was finally
recognized with the Purple Heart more than
half a century after his service.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | want to
wish Mr. Vaccaro a very happy birthday. |
hope that he had a wonderful celebration with
his friends and family, and | want to thank him
for his service to our country and his dedica-
tion to our community.

———

DILLON LESOVSKY RECEIVES THE
YOUNG ALUMNI HALL OF FAME
AWARD

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
recognize the service and commitment of Dil-
lon Lesovsky, who received the Young Alumni
Hall of Fame Award from the Victor Valley
College Foundation on February 23, 2019.

Dillon is an entrepreneur at heart and has
been since he was in his teens. In 2006, Dil-
lon founded and operated a small business for
six years which developed video content for
the action sports industry as well as corporate
projects throughout the U.S. He managed all
aspects of production: developed budgets,
drafted business proposals, negotiated with
distributors, and managed contract staff. In
2013, | hired Dillon to serve as a Field Rep-
resentative in my Apple Valley District Office,
where he worked with federal agencies like
Social Security and the Export-lmport Bank to
answer constituent questions, represented me
at events in the High Desert community, and
helped manage my social media accounts. In
February of 2018, Dillon was recruited and
hired by ComAv Asset Management to de-
velop international business relationships with-
in the commercial aircraft industry. Dillon has
consistently exceeded his monthly sales quota
in his region, and has also developed sales
processes for a team of 17 sales staff to help
them meet and exceed their sales goals. In
his personal life, Dillon has a love of inside
jokes and wishes to be a part of one some-
day.

%l)illon was one of the best employees | have
had, and it was a pleasure to have him on my
staff. On behalf of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, | congratulate Dillon on his entre-
preneurial spirit and his admission to the
Young Alumni Hall of Fame.

———
HONORING WILLIAM MORIN’S RE-

TIREMENT FROM APPLIED MA-
TERIALS, INC.

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the dedication and commit-
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ment of William G. Morin as a technology pol-
icy leader and champion of the Silicon Valley
innovation ecosystem who retired from Applied
Materials on February 1, 2019 after rep-
resenting the company for more than 23 years
in Washington, D.C.

With a history degree from Pennsylvania
State University, Mr. Morin chose to launch his
career in the service of our nation. He trained
intensively as an Arabic linguist and intel-
ligence analyst in the U.S. Army and was
posted to the Presidio in Monterey. This gave
Bill his first taste of California and forged life-
long links to the region that would become Sil-
icon Valley. Following four years of service in
the military, he joined the National Association
of Manufacturers where he worked to create
American jobs by advancing intellectual prop-
erty, trade and technology policy.

In 1996, Bill joined the small team of R.
Wayne Sayer and Associates, one of the first
Washington firms specializing in issues to sup-
port the rapidly expanding U.S. high tech-
nology industry and began to represent Ap-
plied Materials. In 2002, he opened and led
Applied’s first direct office in Washington, D.C.
Over the years, he advocated for public policy
that would allow high-tech manufacturers like
Applied to maintain a strong footprint in the
United States while accessing fast-growing
overseas markets and reinvesting in the inno-
vation and R&D that would ensure American
leadership in technology. The policies he ad-
vocated for on behalf of Applied Materials
helped it develop into a major U.S. manufac-
turer and exporter, a world leader in materials
engineering solutions and a model Silicon Val-
ley corporate citizen.

Madam Speaker, upon Bill's departure from
our nation’s capital, he has wisely chosen to
spend his retirement in California, returning to
the shores of Monterey Bay where he began
his career. | congratulate Bill on his retirement,
for his service to our country and for his serv-
ice to Applied Materials where his contribu-
tions helped open the world’s markets to the
innovations of Silicon Valley.

COMMEMORATING THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. RICHARD H. PEARL

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, today |
would like to congratulate Dr. Richard Pearl on
his retirement as the OSF Children’s Hospital
Surgeon-in-Chief.

Dr. Pearl has committed his life to the prac-
tice and growth of medicine. He studied at
Wright State University College of Medicine,
where he was first in his class. After his
schooling, Dr. Pearl completed his surgical
residency at the Harvard Surgical Service at
the New England Deaconess Hospital in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

In his career, Dr. Pearl has made it his pri-
ority to do all that he can for others. He
served honorably in the U.S. Army, reaching
the rank of Colonel, with a distinguished ca-
reer spanning nearly thirty. He served his
country first as an Infantry Officer and then as
a helicopter pilot. He was given command of
a helicopter company in the First Cavalry Divi-
sion in Vietnam. Dr. Pearl has received nu-
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merous Military Honors and awards including
three Bronze Stars, the Legion of Merit and
The Air Medal for Valor. Dr. Pearl has also de-
voted a great portion of his time to sharing his
knowledge and research. He has published
over 85 articles in peer-reviewed journals and
22 book chapters.

During his tenure, the medical community
has had no better champion than Dr. Pearl.
He has always been a fierce advocate for the
advancement of Pediatrics. Central lllinois will
forever be grateful for Dr. Pearl’s years of
service.

MARFAN AWARENESS MONTH
HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of Americans affected by Marfan
syndrome and related connective tissue dis-
orders in observance of February as Marfan
Awareness Month.

Marfan syndrome is a rare genetic condi-
tion. About 1 in 5,000 Americans carries a mu-
tation in gene called fibrillin which results in an
overproduction of a protein called transforming
growth factor beta or TGFB. The increased
TGFB impacts connective tissue and since
connective tissue is found throughout the
body, Marfan syndrome features can manifest
throughout the body. Patients often have dis-
proportionately long limbs, a protruding or in-
dented chest bone, curved spine, and loose
joints. However, it is not the outward signs
that concern Marfan syndrome patients, but
the effects the condition has on internal sys-
tems. Most notably, in Marfan patients the
large artery, known as the aorta, which carries
blood away from the hemi is weakened and
prone to enlargement and rupture, which can
be fatal. It is for this reason that increased
awareness of Marfan syndrome can save
lives.

I am proud to represent The Marfan Foun-
dation, which is headquartered in Port Wash-
ington. The Marfan Foundation is the nation’s
foremost organization working to raise aware-
ness of Marfan syndrome and supporting the
marfan community. The Marfan Foundation
has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of
individuals affected by Marfan syndrome and
related connective tissue conditions by ad-
vancing research, raising awareness, and pro-
viding support.

While there is currently no cure for Marfan
syndrome, efforts are underway to enhance
our understanding of the condition and im-
prove patient care. | applaud the National In-
stitutes of Health, particularly the National,
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute and the Na-
tional Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal
and Skin Diseases for their research efforts in
this regard. | encourage NIH to expand re-
search efforts in this area.

Early diagnosis and proper treatment are
the keys to managing Marfan syndrome and
living a full life. | encourage my colleagues to
join me in supporting a Marfan education and
awareness program at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. We can facilitate
proper treatment by raising awareness leading
to early diagnosis. | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing February as Marfan Aware-
ness Month.
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