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the elite Flying Tigers. As a member of the
Flying Tigers, he took charge of communica-
tions, using his unique skillset to send many
messages, including the first message an-
nouncing the end of the war. He is a father,
grandfather, great grandfather, and great-great
grandfather to a loving family who worked tire-
lessly to ensure that Mr. Vaccaro was finally
recognized with the Purple Heart more than
half a century after his service.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | want to
wish Mr. Vaccaro a very happy birthday. |
hope that he had a wonderful celebration with
his friends and family, and | want to thank him
for his service to our country and his dedica-
tion to our community.

———

DILLON LESOVSKY RECEIVES THE
YOUNG ALUMNI HALL OF FAME
AWARD

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
recognize the service and commitment of Dil-
lon Lesovsky, who received the Young Alumni
Hall of Fame Award from the Victor Valley
College Foundation on February 23, 2019.

Dillon is an entrepreneur at heart and has
been since he was in his teens. In 2006, Dil-
lon founded and operated a small business for
six years which developed video content for
the action sports industry as well as corporate
projects throughout the U.S. He managed all
aspects of production: developed budgets,
drafted business proposals, negotiated with
distributors, and managed contract staff. In
2013, | hired Dillon to serve as a Field Rep-
resentative in my Apple Valley District Office,
where he worked with federal agencies like
Social Security and the Export-lmport Bank to
answer constituent questions, represented me
at events in the High Desert community, and
helped manage my social media accounts. In
February of 2018, Dillon was recruited and
hired by ComAv Asset Management to de-
velop international business relationships with-
in the commercial aircraft industry. Dillon has
consistently exceeded his monthly sales quota
in his region, and has also developed sales
processes for a team of 17 sales staff to help
them meet and exceed their sales goals. In
his personal life, Dillon has a love of inside
jokes and wishes to be a part of one some-
day.

%l)illon was one of the best employees | have
had, and it was a pleasure to have him on my
staff. On behalf of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, | congratulate Dillon on his entre-
preneurial spirit and his admission to the
Young Alumni Hall of Fame.

———
HONORING WILLIAM MORIN’S RE-

TIREMENT FROM APPLIED MA-
TERIALS, INC.

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the dedication and commit-
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ment of William G. Morin as a technology pol-
icy leader and champion of the Silicon Valley
innovation ecosystem who retired from Applied
Materials on February 1, 2019 after rep-
resenting the company for more than 23 years
in Washington, D.C.

With a history degree from Pennsylvania
State University, Mr. Morin chose to launch his
career in the service of our nation. He trained
intensively as an Arabic linguist and intel-
ligence analyst in the U.S. Army and was
posted to the Presidio in Monterey. This gave
Bill his first taste of California and forged life-
long links to the region that would become Sil-
icon Valley. Following four years of service in
the military, he joined the National Association
of Manufacturers where he worked to create
American jobs by advancing intellectual prop-
erty, trade and technology policy.

In 1996, Bill joined the small team of R.
Wayne Sayer and Associates, one of the first
Washington firms specializing in issues to sup-
port the rapidly expanding U.S. high tech-
nology industry and began to represent Ap-
plied Materials. In 2002, he opened and led
Applied’s first direct office in Washington, D.C.
Over the years, he advocated for public policy
that would allow high-tech manufacturers like
Applied to maintain a strong footprint in the
United States while accessing fast-growing
overseas markets and reinvesting in the inno-
vation and R&D that would ensure American
leadership in technology. The policies he ad-
vocated for on behalf of Applied Materials
helped it develop into a major U.S. manufac-
turer and exporter, a world leader in materials
engineering solutions and a model Silicon Val-
ley corporate citizen.

Madam Speaker, upon Bill's departure from
our nation’s capital, he has wisely chosen to
spend his retirement in California, returning to
the shores of Monterey Bay where he began
his career. | congratulate Bill on his retirement,
for his service to our country and for his serv-
ice to Applied Materials where his contribu-
tions helped open the world’s markets to the
innovations of Silicon Valley.

COMMEMORATING THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. RICHARD H. PEARL

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, today |
would like to congratulate Dr. Richard Pearl on
his retirement as the OSF Children’s Hospital
Surgeon-in-Chief.

Dr. Pearl has committed his life to the prac-
tice and growth of medicine. He studied at
Wright State University College of Medicine,
where he was first in his class. After his
schooling, Dr. Pearl completed his surgical
residency at the Harvard Surgical Service at
the New England Deaconess Hospital in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

In his career, Dr. Pearl has made it his pri-
ority to do all that he can for others. He
served honorably in the U.S. Army, reaching
the rank of Colonel, with a distinguished ca-
reer spanning nearly thirty. He served his
country first as an Infantry Officer and then as
a helicopter pilot. He was given command of
a helicopter company in the First Cavalry Divi-
sion in Vietnam. Dr. Pearl has received nu-
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merous Military Honors and awards including
three Bronze Stars, the Legion of Merit and
The Air Medal for Valor. Dr. Pearl has also de-
voted a great portion of his time to sharing his
knowledge and research. He has published
over 85 articles in peer-reviewed journals and
22 book chapters.

During his tenure, the medical community
has had no better champion than Dr. Pearl.
He has always been a fierce advocate for the
advancement of Pediatrics. Central lllinois will
forever be grateful for Dr. Pearl’s years of
service.

MARFAN AWARENESS MONTH
HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of Americans affected by Marfan
syndrome and related connective tissue dis-
orders in observance of February as Marfan
Awareness Month.

Marfan syndrome is a rare genetic condi-
tion. About 1 in 5,000 Americans carries a mu-
tation in gene called fibrillin which results in an
overproduction of a protein called transforming
growth factor beta or TGFB. The increased
TGFB impacts connective tissue and since
connective tissue is found throughout the
body, Marfan syndrome features can manifest
throughout the body. Patients often have dis-
proportionately long limbs, a protruding or in-
dented chest bone, curved spine, and loose
joints. However, it is not the outward signs
that concern Marfan syndrome patients, but
the effects the condition has on internal sys-
tems. Most notably, in Marfan patients the
large artery, known as the aorta, which carries
blood away from the hemi is weakened and
prone to enlargement and rupture, which can
be fatal. It is for this reason that increased
awareness of Marfan syndrome can save
lives.

I am proud to represent The Marfan Foun-
dation, which is headquartered in Port Wash-
ington. The Marfan Foundation is the nation’s
foremost organization working to raise aware-
ness of Marfan syndrome and supporting the
marfan community. The Marfan Foundation
has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of
individuals affected by Marfan syndrome and
related connective tissue conditions by ad-
vancing research, raising awareness, and pro-
viding support.

While there is currently no cure for Marfan
syndrome, efforts are underway to enhance
our understanding of the condition and im-
prove patient care. | applaud the National In-
stitutes of Health, particularly the National,
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute and the Na-
tional Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal
and Skin Diseases for their research efforts in
this regard. | encourage NIH to expand re-
search efforts in this area.

Early diagnosis and proper treatment are
the keys to managing Marfan syndrome and
living a full life. | encourage my colleagues to
join me in supporting a Marfan education and
awareness program at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. We can facilitate
proper treatment by raising awareness leading
to early diagnosis. | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing February as Marfan Aware-
ness Month.
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DANIEL “DANNY” M. BARBER

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, it is my
pleasure to honor Mr. Daniel “Danny” M. Bar-
ber for his many years of tireless advocacy to
improve the lives of Bronx residents. He is a
great example of everyday contributions that
African-Americans have made in my district in
the Bronx and the Nation.

Mr. Barber was born in 1969 to the late Dan
Walker and Janie Barber-Walker and is the
youngest of five children. He attended the De
Witt Clinton High School and was a member
of the football team. He began his love for
community work when he joined the ranks of
the Salvation Army during his early years and
went on to excel as Director and afterward be-
came Assistant to the Commanding Officer.

Mr. Barber currently serves as the President
of the Andrew Jackson Houses Resident As-
sociation, Inc., and is the Founder of SOY,
Inc. (Save Our Youth). Recently, he was elect-
ed to serve as the Chair of the City-Wide
Council of Presidents, which oversees all of
the NYCHA Resident’s Associations, and also
serves as the Chair of The South Bronx Coun-
cil of Presidents. While serving in these ca-
pacities, he also serves on several other
agencies and organizations boards giving
technical support and principled guidance.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Mr. Daniel M. Barber for his
steadfast dedication and years of public serv-
ice to our NYCHA residents, and for his long-
standing commitment to improving our com-
munity.

——

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL CHIL-
DREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, February
been dedicated as the National Children’s
Dental Health Month. This is such an impor-
tant cause and we are glad to bring aware-
ness to promote good oral health for children.
Tooth decay is the number one chronic infec-
tious disease among children in the U.S. The
impact of not treating decay can lead to other
bad outcomes beyond just oral health. The
Congressional Oral Health Caucus is pleased
to support National Children’s Dental Health
Month and any activities taking place through-
out the month of February.

Give Kids A Smile, which is sponsored by
the ADA Foundation, is at the center of Na-
tional Children’s Dental Health Month. Give
Kids a Smile day is such an important event
for all children and dentists throughout the
country. Because of this program, the ADA
Foundation is able to provide assistance to
more than 6,000 dentists and 57,000 dental
team members, and other volunteers who
proudly give their time and effort to make a
difference in the health of children. Since this
program has started, volunteers have gra-
ciously provided services to over 5.5 million
kids across the country, and to all 50 states as
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well. They have truly made a huge impact in
their communities and improved the oral
health of so many children.

Throughout National Children’s Dental
Health Month, dentists and dental team mem-
bers across the country will be providing oral
health services for children in need, and this
will continue throughout the year. These serv-
ices will include oral health education,
screenings, preventive care and restorative
services. Some will provide this in their own
dental practice, others will go right into
schools and the community to reach the kids
that need it most. There are also many major
events at dental hygiene schools where hun-
dreds of kid may receive oral health services.

Continued public awareness on this issue is
so critical. On behalf of the Congressional
Oral Health Caucus, | would once again like to
state our full endorsement for the month, and
push for continued care for good oral health of
children.

—————

DR. DEREK KING RECEIVES THE
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO
EDUCATION AWARD

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service and commitment of Dr.
Derek King, who received the Distinguished
Service to Education Award from the Victor
Valley College Foundation on February 23,
2019.

Dr. King currently holds the position of As-
sistant Superintendent of Student Services for
Excelsior Charter Schools and has long been
passionate about education and community
service. A proud veteran of the U.S. Army, Dr.
King began his teaching career with the De-
partment of Defense Dependent Schools in
Babenhausen Germany as part of the Troops
to Teachers program. As an educator, Dr.
King has served as a Teacher, Principal, As-
sistant Superintendent, Treasurer for the local
Association of California School Administra-
tors, and member of the California State
School Attendance and Review Board. Dr.
King was also elected to the Victor Valley
Union High School District Governing Board,
where he held the positions of Trustee, Clerk
and Vice President. Dr. King has also been a
fixture in our local community, and has held
positions on the Victorville Military Affairs
Committee, the Victor Valley Community Serv-
ice Council, and served as Director and Chair-
man of the Board for the Victor Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce.

| thank Dr. Derek King for his service to our
community and country, and his commitment
to educating our next generation. With edu-
cators like Dr. King, our local students will be
well-equipped as they make their way into
adulthood.

February 25, 2019

RECOGNIZING PATIENT ADVOCATE
BILL. HAHN AND THE MANY
SELFLESS AMERICANS WHO
WORK ON BEHALF OF THOSE
STRUGGLING WITH KIDNEY DIS-
EASE

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2019

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, on March 5,
2019, Citizens from across the country will
gather in our nation’s Capital to help raise
awareness about kidney disease and advo-
cate for public policy solutions as part of the
National Kidney Foundation’s Annual Patient
Advocacy Summit. In all my years of service,
| have yet to meet more caring and tireless
advocates.

Their advocacy is important because of the
number of people kidney disease affects—
nearly one in three adults are at risk of devel-
oping kidney disease. Nearly thirty million
Americans have kidney disease and approxi-
mately ninety percent don’t even know it. It
sneaks up on you and that's why raising
awareness is a key component to combating
this disease and ultimately saving lives.

Sadly, on October 10, 2018, we lost one of
our great advocates and champions—our
friend Bill Hahn of Rockledge, Florida, passed
away. Bill was one of those unspoken heroes
who got up every morning and fought to keep
going, for himself, and so many other people
struggling with kidney disease, recovering
from transplant surgery and waiting to receive
the special gift of life.

From an early age, Bill believed in physical
fitness and leading a very active and healthy
life. As a young man he was a male model
and later a professional surfer with the famous
Salick surf team winning numerous awards. A
graduate of Florida State University, he owned
and operated a successful health fithess busi-
ness selling exercise equipment in Melbourne,
Florida. Even with his dedication to a daily ex-
ercise regiment, at the age of twenty-six, Bill
was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes.

Living with Diabetes can be a difficult strug-
gle, even for someone as physically fit as Bill
Hahn. Over time the disease began to take a
toll on Bill’s health as he suffered from many
of its complications including blindness, nerve
damage and even coma. Unfortunately, Bill
suffered renal failure at age fifty-one, but his
physical routine never stopped. When Bill was
on dialysis, he was walking ten miles a day.
And because of his fithess level, he was a
good candidate for transplant surgery. On
New Year's Eve 2008, Bill received a true gift
of life—a new kidney and pancreas.

Since his surgery, Bill dedicated his life to
helping patients struggling with kidney disease
and other serious medical conditions. In 2012
he joined with surfing legend and fellow trans-
plant recipient Rich Salick and co-founded the
annual Cocoa Beach “Footprints in the Sand”
Kidney Walk. Katie and | have been involved
in the Kidney Walk each year and it continues
to grow and draw participation from all over
Central Florida thanks in large part to Bill's
work and other volunteers from our commu-
nity.

Bill was a constant advocate for this cause,
especially in the last years of his life. And, if
you knew Bill Hahn, helping others is what
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