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passed and the President signed into law my 
bill designating the post office at 1325 Autumn 
Avenue as the Russell B. Sugarmon Post Of-
fice. I had hoped Judge Sugarmon would be 
on hand for its dedication later this year but its 
existence will stand as a lasting physical 
monument to his stature in our city, in our 
state and in our nation. No one is more de-
serving. Supporting Russell Sugarmon’s great 
work and providing encouragement and 
strength was the Sugarmon family. Russell 
was a beloved husband and father of six chil-
dren, sadly preceded in death by his dear 
daughter Tina Spence. I extend my sincere 
condolences to his devoted wife and com-
panion, Gina; his children Judge Tarik 
Sugarmon, Elena Williams, Erika Sugarmon, 
Monique Sugarmon and Carol Spence; his ex-
tended family and his many friends. 
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JUSTICE ELIZABETH TAYLOR 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2019 

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute 
to Justice Elizabeth Audrey Taylor for her 
many years of compassionate service and tire-
less work to improve the lives of our Bronx 
residents. Justice Taylor is a great example of 
the countless contributions that African Ameri-
cans make every day to the Bronx and our 
Nation. 

Justice Taylor was born and raised in the 
Highbridge Section of the Bronx and is a prod-
uct of the public school system. She received 
a Bachelor of Arts in English from Binghamton 
University and her Juris Doctor from Ohio 
Northern University School of Law. She began 
her career as a legislative aide in the New 
York City Council and then went to work in pri-
vate practice, where she specialized in land-
lord and tenant issues. Thereafter, Justice 
Taylor returned to the public sector as the 
Senior Court Attorney to Justice Edgar G. 
Walker, who at the time was serving in the 
Bronx Criminal Court. Until 2008, she contin-
ued her commitment to public service by serv-
ing as Principal Law Clerk to New York Su-
preme Court Justice Kenneth L. Thompson, 
Jr. , who is currently serving in the Civil Term 
of Bronx County Supreme Court. 

In addition, Justice Taylor was recently 
elected Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York. She was first elected in 
2008 to the Civil Court of the City of New York 
and has been honored as Judge of the Year 
by the Bronx County Bar Association and the 
Bronx Advocates for Justice. 

Justice Taylor is also a member of the Mili-
tary Academy Review Committee for the 15th 
Congressional district. She has been a mem-
ber of this committee since 2014 and has 
been instrumental in helping our office make 
military academy recommendations since 
then. This has allowed numerous students 
from the 15th Congressional District to attend 
these prestigious schools with full scholar-
ships. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues join 
me in honoring Justice Elizabeth Audrey Tay-
lor for her consistently remarkable dedication 
to the law and commitment to serving her 
community. 

REMEMBERING THE KHOJALY 
TRAGEDY 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2019 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to join with the Republic 
of Azerbaijan in its commemoration of the 
Khojaly Tragedy, also known as the Khojaly 
Massacre. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering the town and people of Khojaly who 
died on those fateful days and in offering our 
deepest condolences to Azerbaijan on this 
tragic anniversary. 

In doing so, we remember the 613 Azer-
baijani men, women, and children killed in 
Khojaly on February 25 and 26, 1992. The 
Government of Azerbaijan continues to act as 
a valuable partner of the United States and 
serves as a bulwark against America’s adver-
saries in the region. We solemnly remember 
this anniversary and honor the lives lost. 
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ASSISTANT SHERIFF LANA 
TOMLIN RECEIVES THE ALUMNI 
HALL OF FAME AWARD 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service and commitment of As-
sistant Sheriff Lana Tomlin, who received the 
Alumni Hall of Fame Award from the Victor 
Valley College foundation on February 23, 
2019. 

Assistant Sheriff Tomlin is a dedicated pub-
lic servant who has worked for the San 
Bernardino County Sheriffs Department for 
over twenty-nine years. Soon after her gradua-
tion from the San Bernardino County Sheriffs 
Department Training Academy, Assistant 
Sheriff Tomlin was assigned to the Barstow 
Station as a patrol deputy where she quickly 
excelled in her duties while simultaneously at-
tending Victor Valley College. She is the first 
woman in the history of San Bernardino Coun-
ty to be appointed to Assistant Sheriff and 
oversees several departments and operations. 
Locally, Assistant Sheriff Tomlin has served 
multiple assignments at different High Desert 
stations, including serving as Captain of the 
Apple Valley Sheriffs Station. She has also 
volunteered throughout the community, from 
coaching the women’s basketball team at Vic-
tor Valley College to giving back to our next 
generation through the Police Activities 
League program. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I would like to congratulate Assistant 
Sheriff Lana Tomlin on this award. Lana is an 
exemplary law enforcement officer and com-
munity leader. I thank her for her years of 
dedication and service to the people of San 
Bernardino County. 

TRIBUTE TO THE 2018 ELLIS IS-
LAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPI-
ENTS 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 25, 2019 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the 2018 recipients of the 
prestigious Ellis Island Medal of Honor. 

Presented annually, the Ellis Island Medals 
of Honor pay tribute to our Nation’s immigrant 
heritage, as well as individual achievement. 
The Medals are awarded to U.S. citizens from 
diverse ethnic backgrounds who exemplify 
outstanding qualities in both their personal and 
professional lives, while continuing to preserve 
the richness of their particular heritage and 
culture. We honor these outstanding individ-
uals because the important work they do 
today, creates a better world for all of us to-
morrow. This momentous occasion was cele-
brated with a patriotic ceremony on Ellis Island 
and a recommitment by the leaders of the or-
ganization to their mission of honoring diver-
sity, fostering tolerance and promoting reli-
gious and racial unity across America. 

Since the Medals’ founding, more than 
2,500 American citizens have received the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, including seven 
American Presidents, numerous United States 
Senators and Congressmen, two Nobel Laure-
ates, and many athletes, artists, clergy, and 
military leaders. This Medal is not about mate-
rial success, nor is it about the politics of im-
migration; it is about the people who have 
committed themselves to this nation, em-
braced the opportunities America offers, and 
most importantly, who have used those oppor-
tunities to not only better their own lives but 
make a difference in our country and in the 
lives of its people. 

Citizens of the United States hail from every 
nation known to man. The iconic metaphor of 
this nation as a veritable melting pot of cul-
tures continues to ring true, and it is this diver-
sity that adds to the unique richness of Amer-
ican life. It is the key to why America is the 
most innovative, progressive and forward 
thinking country in the world. The Ellis Island 
Medals of Honor not only celebrate select indi-
viduals but also the pluralism and democracy 
that enabled our forbearers to celebrate their 
cultural identities while still embracing the 
American way of life. This award serves to re-
mind us all that with hard work and persever-
ance anyone can still achieve the American 
dream. In addition, by honoring these remark-
able Americans, we honor all who share their 
origins and we acknowledge the contributions 
they have made to America. I commend Na-
tional Ethnic Coalition of Organizations and its 
Board of Directors headed by Nasser J. 
Kazeminy, for honoring these truly outstanding 
individuals for their tireless efforts to foster 
dialogue and build bridges between different 
ethnic groups, as well as to promote unity and 
a sense of common purpose in our nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the good works of NECO 
and in congratulating all of the 2018 recipients 
of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor. I include in 
the RECORD the names of this year’s recipi-
ents. 

2018 ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 
Ziauddin Ahmed, MD, Nancy Anschutz, Phil 

Anschutz, Dr. Bahman Atefi, Maryam 
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