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Throughout the construction of the
CVC, Tom provided countless tours and
briefings to Members of Congress, in-
cluding leadership and their staff.
Given his depth of knowledge, respon-
siveness, and evenhandedness through
that challenging time, Tom earned
great respect from the Members of Con-
gress and the media in Washington.

In 2008, Tom subsequently assumed
the role of director of communications
and marketing for the U.S. Capitol Vis-
itor Center. Under Tom’s leadership,
the CVC communications division ex-
panded from providing the basics of a
startup operation, to providing a wide
range of communications to help visi-
tors learn about the Capitol and work-
ings of Congress. He has always looked
for ways to take advantage of new
technologies to engage visitors, stu-
dents in particular, about Congress’s
history. Under his leadership, the first
AOC apps were developed, and one of
them received a national award for its
innovation.

For many Members of Congress, dig-
nitaries, AOC, and CVC staff, Tom is
the authoritative voice on the Capitol
Visitor Center. He is widely respected
for his unique knowledge about the
Capitol building and grounds. From
presenting inspiring tours to engaging
visitors who are simply seeking direc-
tions, he personifies an experience all
visitors expect when they come to the
U.S. Capitol. Tom is an ambassador for
the CVC, the Capitol, and Congress
without equal.

Tom has also been an incredible asset
to me and my office throughout his
leadership at the CVC. Every year, I
host a unique dinner on Capitol Hill for
governmental leaders from all over the
continent of Africa, including heads of
state, legislators, and cabinet mem-
bers. Ambassadors and guests who are
key leaders in Africa also attend, along
with several U.S. legislators. Prior to
the dinner, we provide the guests with
a tour of the Capitol to learn more
about our Capitol building and the
workings of Congress. Throughout all
of the years I have held the tour and
dinner, Tom has gone above and be-
yond what was required to make our
guests feel welcome and to ensure that
everything runs smoothly. His role in
the success of our event has become so
essential that, several years ago, we
began inviting Tom to the dinner not
only to support it, but to take part in
it.

Tom leaves big shoes to fill. My Sen-
ate colleagues and I appreciate Tom’s
hard work and commitment to our
Capitol and country. He will be missed,
but I wish him all the best in his re-
tirement.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING SERGEANT RAMBO

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today, with a heavy heart, I wish to
pay tribute to Sergeant Rambo Nb557, a
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medically retired military working
dog—MWD—who dedicated his life to
the Marine Corps and raising aware-
ness for his fellow retired working
dogs. Sadly, Sergeant Rambo passed
away earlier this month. He will be re-
membered for his loving spirit and life-
time of service.

Sergeant Rambo served as an explo-
sive detection MWD based out of MCCS
Cherry Point, NC, from January 6, 2011,
to April 11, 2012. Throughout his Active
Duty, Sergeant Rambo completed 620
stateside searches, two official state-
side missions, and about 1,000 hours of
training. Unfortunately, a left shoulder
injury prevented him from deploying.
Nonetheless, he served valiantly along-
side his handler, protecting their base
and the community until retirement.

Connecticut native Lisa Phillips, who
served in the U.S. Army as a veteri-
nary technician, adopted Sergeant
Rambo after his retirement. Despite
needing an amputation because of his
earlier injury, he remained committed
to serving his Nation.

Well loved by people of all ages and
capacities, Sergeant Rambo visited
summer youth groups and local nurs-
ing homes, connecting with and bring-
ing hope to children with special needs
and elderly people suffering from de-
mentia. His joyful and empathetic per-
sonality allowed him to bond with peo-
ple across the Nation.

Sergeant Rambo also used his experi-
ences to highlight animal welfare,
military, and veteran issues. He be-
came the mascot for Alamo Honor
Flight, accompanying World War II
veterans to Washington, DC, and for
Gizmo’s Gift, a nonprofit that supports
people who have adopted retired work-
ing dogs by offering free medical care
and other necessary financial support.
He and Lisa attended press events with
me, helping gain backing for the Ca-
nine Members of the Armed Forces
Act, which sought to improve care for
MWDs once their Active Duty ends by
streamlining the adoption process and
establishing a national non-profit to
cover the veterinary costs associated
with retired working dogs. Several pro-
visions of that act have become law.

In 2015, the American Humane Asso-
ciation named Sergeant Rambo the
Military Dog of the Year. He and Lisa
used this platform to give a TEDx Talk
the next year about MWDs and Gizmo’s
Gift. Then, in March 2017, they testi-
fied before the Connecticut General As-
sembly about a bill to establish K-9
Veterans Day in our State.

My wife Cynthia and I extend our
deepest sympathies to Lisa during this
difficult time. We know without a
doubt that Sergeant Rambo’s legacy
will leave a positive impact on the
lives he touched and causes he cham-
pioned for years to come.®

————

RECOGNIZING MAGELLAN
TRANSPORT LOGISTICS

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I wish to
honor and commend one of the dedi-
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cated and hard-working small busi-
nesses that does so much for the State
of Florida. As chairman of the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize a
small business that exemplifies the
unique American entrepreneurial spir-
it. Today, it is my distinct pleasure to
name Magellan Transport Logistics, of
Jacksonville, FL, as the Senate Small
Business of the Week.

Founded in 2006, Magellan Transport
Logistics is a Service-Disabled Vet-
eran-Owned Small Business dedicated
to providing its customers with a wide
range of transportation needs. Tom
Piatak founded Magellan Transport
Logistics based on many of the same
qualities that he learned while serving
in the U.S. Army. A graduate of the
U.S. Military Academy, Tom instills
into the company the values he learned
from West Point, as well as from his
service as a combat engineer during
Operation Desert Storm.

Today, Tom serves as chief executive
officer and chairman of Magellan.
Under his guidance, the company has
quickly become a leader in supporting
the vast transportation needs of its cli-
ents. Tom and his team have gained
much of their success by recruiting
some of the most talented leaders and
logistics professionals in the industry.
By instituting four core values of en-
trepreneurship, ownership mentality,
innovation, and transparency within
the company, Magellan has created a
positive culture that has translated
into rapid growth and success. In
March of 2018, Magellan announced the
acquisition of a 47,000-square-foot ware-
house and the hiring of 100 employees
over the next 5 years, furthering its in-
vestment in the Jacksonville commu-
nity.

Magellan is known for its dedication
to its employees and as a pillar of the
Jacksonville community. The company
offers complete logistics and transpor-
tation services, both local and inter-
national, by truck or airplane, while
also providing warehousing services
and supply chain management. Magel-
lan has built strong relationships with
its clients by embracing the ‘‘no man
left behind” principle that Tom
learned during his time serving our
country in the U.S. Army.

As a Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned
Small Business, Magellan is committed
to hiring veterans and participating in
community service events to benefit
America’s veterans. This past Decem-
ber, Magellan sponsored 20 wreaths for
National Wreaths Across America Day,
as well as assisted with unloading and
placing the memorial wreaths on the
graves of fallen servicemembers. Ma-
gellan actively supports the Wounded
Warrior Project, and their commit-
ment to veterans in their community
is a testament to the company’s val-
ues.

In addition to their continued service
to our Nation’s veterans, Magellan has
also aided the community in disaster
relief efforts. Following Hurricane Mi-
chael in the fall of 2018, Magellan
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