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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, it is a 
shame that the new House majority, 
instead of fully funding border secu-
rity, a few minutes ago actually passed 
H.J. Res. 46, which would reverse the 
President’s emergency declaration that 
he signed 2 weeks ago that secures our 
border. 

Now, in Maryland, we have a real 
problem. We are the second most ac-
tive State for MS–13, which just walks 
across our border now because we don’t 
have barriers. We have a huge problem, 
like every State in the Union, with 
drugs, with opioids that are just 
walked across our border, which isn’t 
secured. And, Madam Speaker, we have 
a huge problem with human traf-
ficking. 

If this resolution is passed by the 
Senate, I hope that the President ve-
toes the resolution, we sustain that 
veto, and we finally secure our border. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CARRIE 
ANN LUCAS 

(Mr. NEGUSE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today because, on February 24, Colo-
rado and our Nation lost a fierce and 
fearless advocate, Carrie Ann Lucas of 
Windsor, Colorado. 

A mother, an activist, and an attor-
ney, Carrie practiced family law to pre-
vent discrimination against parents 
with disabilities. She adopted four chil-
dren, and her accomplishments cen-
tered on her dedication to them. All 
her children have significant disabil-
ities, and Carrie always ensured that 
they were loved, respected, and sup-
ported in their individual hopes and 
dreams. 

Carrie devoted so much to ensuring 
her wisdom never stayed with just her 
but was shared throughout the dis-
ability rights community, the legal 
world, and our Nation. She spoke out 
strongly and protested each day for the 
rights of people with disabilities to 
comprehensive healthcare with dignity 
and respect. 

It is a permanent scar on our Nation 
that Carrie was lost to the refusal of an 
insurance company to cover one par-
ticular medication, which led to esca-
lating health issues and, eventually, 
her premature death. 

Carrie’s activism knew only the 
bounds of freedom and of justice. She 
was ceaselessly bold, brave, and self-
less. 

My thoughts are with her family, and 
I pray that this body will gain some of 
the bravery that never faltered in her 
and use it as an inspiration to ensure 
that no American goes without 
healthcare—ever. 

Madam Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the obituary of Carrie Ann 
Lucas. 

OBITUARY FOR CARRIE A. LUCAS 
The disability community lost one of its 

fiercest advocates on 2/24/19. Carrie Ann 

Lucas, a disability rights attorney who pio-
neered representation for parents with dis-
abilities, died after an arbitrary denial from 
an insurance company caused a plethora of 
health problems, exacerbating her disabil-
ities and eventually leading to her pre-
mature death. She was 47 years old. 

Carrie Ann Lucas is known around the 
state and the country for her strong advo-
cacy. 

Carrie Ann grew up in Windsor, Colorado, 
and had several careers including being a 
teacher, ordained minister and legal assist-
ant before becoming an attorney. Carrie 
graduated from Whitworth College in 1994, 
traveled and taught in Saipan, and then re-
turned to the states to attend the Iliff 
School of Theology. She received a Master’s 
of Divinity with Justice and Peace Con-
centration from Iliff in 1999, but during her 
time there, became increasingly involved in 
disability advocacy. After she graduated, she 
started working as an advocate and later 
legal assistant for the Colorado Cross-Dis-
ability Coalition, investigating, preparing, 
and monitoring disability rights cases and 
providing informal advocacy on a wide range 
of topics. While there, she was granted a full 
scholarship as a Chancellor’s Scholar at the 
University of Denver School of Law. 

Following her graduation from law school 
in 2005, she was awarded a prestigious Equal 
Justice Works fellowship to create a pro-
gram to combat discrimination that impacts 
parenting for parents with disabilities. This 
program, initially started within the Colo-
rado Cross-Disability Coalition, spun off to 
be Disabled Parents Rights, one of the only 
organizations in the country devoted to this 
issue. She also became a national expert and 
trainer on the rights of parents with disabil-
ities and, through her legal advocacy, se-
cured decisions upholding and promoting 
those rights here in Colorado. Most recently 
she was recruited by the Colorado Office of 
Respondent Parents Counsel to help set up a 
program to train other lawyers around the 
state to replicate the sort of impact she was 
making. 

In addition to these professional activities, 
Ms. Lucas was an advocate with the dis-
ability rights groups ADAPT and Not Dead 
Yet, speaking, teaching, writing, testifying, 
and protesting on disability justice and the 
rights of people with disabilities to 
healthcare and respect. She was also a tal-
ented photographer and cook. Carrie Ann 
was an activist at heart. She graduated from 
EMERGE, ran for Windsor City Council in 
2017, and was planning on additional political 
activity. She was chair of Colorado Demo-
crats with Disabilities for the past several 
years. She was a member of the ADAPT 
group that protested in Cory Gardner’s office 
and got arrested to help save the Affordable 
Care Act in 2017, particularly Medicaid. She 
served on the Board of Directors of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Colorado. 
She was active with Not Dead Yet and fought 
hard against physician assisted suicide and 
the notion that life with a disability is not 
worth living. She demonstrated every day 
how amazing life with a disability can be. 
She was given the Intersectionality Award 
from The Civil Rights Education and En-
forcement Center in 2016. She was a leader in 
passing HB 18–1104 which changed Colorado 
law to make sure that disability was no 
longer a reason to remove a child from a pa-
rental home. There is much, much more. 

Carrie became a lawyer to practice family 
law after lived experience of discrimination 
against parents with disabilities firsthand. 
In 1998 fostered and later adopted her oldest 
daughter, Heather Lucas. Heather has sig-
nificant developmental disabilities and was 
languishing in another state. She fostered 
and was preparing to adopt a second child, 

but that was disrupted due to prejudice 
against parents with disabilities. Where 
most people might be upset and feel helpless, 
Carrie Ann was furious and went to law 
school to represent parents with disabilities. 

Carrie adopted three more children over 
the years, Adrianne Lucas, Azisa Lucas and 
Anthony Lucas. All of her accomplishments 
centered on her dedication to her children 
and her role as a mother. All of her children 
have significant disabilities and Carrie Ann 
always made sure that they were not only 
educated and included in their communities, 
but that they were loved, respected, and sup-
ported in their individual hopes and dreams. 

Carrie had a severe neuromuscular disease, 
a rare form of muscular dystrophy. She re-
lied on a power wheelchair, and had used a 
ventilator for years. However, her death was 
premature and caused by inappropriate and 
brutal cost containment procedures of an in-
surance company. Because Carrie Ann 
worked for the state, she had use state insur-
ance which was primary ahead of her Medi-
care and Medicaid. In January of 2018 she got 
a cold which turned into a trach and lung in-
fection. Her insurance company 
UnitedHealthcare, refused to pay for the one 
specific inhaled antibiotic that she really 
needed. She had to take a less effective drug 
and had a bad reaction to that drug. This 
created a cascade of problems, loss of func-
tion (including her speech). United 
Healthcare’s attempt to save $2,000 cost over 
$1 million in health care costs over the past 
year. This includes numerous hospitaliza-
tions, always involving the Intensive Care 
Unit which is par for the course for venti-
lator users. 

Carrie Ann had hoped to spend a lot of 
time in 2019 using her tragedy to work to fix 
our broken health care system. Her blog 
www.disabilitypride.com provides more de-
tails. For all intents and purposes a shero of 
our community was murdered in the name of 
cost containment. This is why we MUST 
fight these measures with all we have. Insur-
ance companies and government programs 
must not be allowed to deny people what 
they need. Just last month she was having to 
ration her insulin for her type 1 diabetes be-
cause of the same insurance company and 
how impossible it is to work between private 
insurance and Medicare and Medicaid. This 
is a great example of why people with dis-
abilities should not be forced into insurance 
or health plans and why we need Medicaid as 
the primary health delivery system for this 
country. 

In addition to her four children, Carrie 
Arm is survived by her parents Phil and Lee 
Lucas, sister Courtney Lucas, brother Eric 
Gover, her niece Danielle Mann, nephews 
Cody Mann, Gavin and Colin Lucas, 
Danielle’s partner Aaron Boone and their 
sons Izaiah, Kyal and Eli, Gavin’s wife Kath-
leen and their daughter Emily and Colin’s 
son Dakota. She is predeceased by a sister, 
Kelli Mann and her grandparents. She is also 
survived by her partner Dr. Kimberley Jack-
son, a CCDC Board member and activist in 
the disability community. She will be missed 
by a wide circle of friends and colleagues 
throughout the country. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
CONGRESSIONAL-EXECUTIVE 
COMMISSION ON THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
SCANLON). The Chair announces the 
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to 22 
U.S.C. 6913, and the order of the House 
of January 3, 2019, of the following 
Member on the part of the House to the 
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Congressional-Executive Commission 
on the People’s Republic of China: 

Mr. MCGOVERN, Massachusetts, Chair 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
SERVE AS CO-CHAIR OF THE 
TOM LANTOS HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 104(b) 
of House Resolution 6, 116th Congress, 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2019, of the following Member to 
serve as co-chair of the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission: 

Mr. MCGOVERN, Massachusetts 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO MI-
GRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 2 of the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16 
U.S.C. 715a), and the order of the House 
of January 3, 2019, of the following 
Member on the part of the House to the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Commis-
sion: 

Mr. THOMPSON, California 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL DEBT AS 
THREAT TO NATIONAL SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the 
topic of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, it is my 

privilege to lead this Special Order to-
night as we consider the national debt 
as a security threat to the United 
States of America. 

I thank Senator DAVID PERDUE for 
his leadership. He introduced a con-
comitant resolution in the Senate. I 
also thank the more than 50 Members 
of this body who are original cospon-
sors to this resolution. 

I also thank the more than one dozen 
conservative groups that endorsed this 
resolution and have come to under-
stand that a structural deficit that 
nears a trillion dollars every year, a 
national debt that exceeds $22 trillion, 
is indeed a threat to our national secu-
rity. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY). 

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Arizona for his leader-

ship on this matter, and I appreciate 
his leadership very much on H. Res. 
149, a resolution recognizing the na-
tional debt as a threat to our national 
security. 

In February 2000, the total national 
debt, including intragovernmental 
holdings, was $5.7 trillion. Federal 
spending as a percentage of gross do-
mestic product was 17.5 percent. Today, 
the total national debt now exceeds $22 
trillion. 

The last balanced budget was signed 
into law in 1997, and the Congressional 
Budget Office projects that Federal 
spending as a percentage of GDP is pro-
jected to be 20.8 percent this year. In 
February 2018, Congress passed a budg-
et agreement that busted the pre-
viously established spending caps by 
almost $300 billion over 2 years. 

All those numbers don’t mean any-
thing to the American people tuning in 
to C–SPAN right now. They are giant 
numbers. They are really difficult for 
people to understand and comprehend. 
But we are talking about the future of 
our Nation and what we are leaving to 
our children. 

We are leaving them with an econ-
omy that is anchored by $22 trillion in 
debt that is going to turn to $25, $30 
and $40 trillion because, this year 
alone, we are going to have a trillion- 
dollar deficit, with no end in sight. 

We are making it to where our chil-
dren can’t comprehend what freedom is 
like in this country and what oppor-
tunity is like in this country because 
they are going to have an economy 
that is weighted down by this body’s 
and the Senate’s irresponsibility. 

Nobody in America balances their 
budgets at home like this. I assure my 
friend from Arizona, our States don’t 
balance their budgets like this. Nobody 
looks at the total number for income 
you have, then blows it by 25 or 30 per-
cent, and then goes to the bank and 
wonders why they might not give you a 
loan or help you finance a car. 

My concern is that we are allowing 
this to happen on the backs of our men 
and women in uniform. We are saying 
that, as a need to defend the United 
States of America and to spend 
money—which our men and women in 
uniform deserve to have the resources 
necessary as we ask them to go around 
the globe—we are using that as an ex-
cuse to continue to bust caps and to 
bust the limits that we put in place to 
hold us in check. 

Of that $300 billion that I was talking 
about the last 2 years, about 40 percent 
of that is nondefense discretionary 
that rode on the back of what we are 
trying to do to help our men and 
women in uniform have the tools they 
need. 

There used to be an adage of guns 
and butter. We don’t have a choice any-
more about choosing between guns and 
butter. Have we cut butter at all while 
we go and increase money for the guns 
for our men and women in uniform? 
Have we even held it in check? No. 

We have plussed it up and continued 
to bust the caps, all while we know 

mandatory spending—spending on 
Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Secu-
rity—all go up. 

The question I would ask is: When 
are we going to stop? Is it going to 
take placing a debt clock over the 
chair of the Speaker? Do we need to 
have something to remind us, sitting 
here in the body, what we are going to 
be leaving to our children? Because it 
is our responsibility, what we leave be-
hind to our kids. 

It is irresponsible when we look at 
every bill, every one of these little bills 
that comes across our desk. 

People say, well, why did you vote 
‘‘no,’’ Mr. ROY? Well, it was just an-
other $500,000. It was just another $5 
million. 

That is not how you spend at home. 
It is time that this body gets serious 
about spending restraint. It is time 
that this body recognize—as I am very 
happy that my friend from Arizona 
has, and I am proud to join him in say-
ing that this is an impact on our na-
tional security and a threat to our na-
tional security. 

When we know right now that the in-
terest on our debt is pretty soon going 
to eclipse the amount of spending we 
are spending at the Department of De-
fense, that is a threat to our national 
security. We can’t sustain it. 

When we say now that we are going 
to spend more money for the tools that 
our men and women need, how are we 
going to afford to spend on those tools 
in 2030 or 2040 when we are spending 
more, literally, on interest than we are 
on what they need? 

I am proud to join my friend to make 
the case here that this is a threat to 
our national security. I call on my col-
leagues to join us, to join this resolu-
tion. I call on them to have the same 
level of resolve to limit spending and 
to make sure that we pass down the 
greatest country to our kids that the 
world has ever known. 

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, when 
the gentleman from Texas talks about 
the crowd-out effect, that is what we 
see as one of the threats to our na-
tional security. 

When you look at the spending that 
is being bloated and plussed-up and in-
creased, the ramifications of borrowing 
more and more money for an insatiable 
appetite to spend the Federal revenues 
and beyond to the tune of almost a tril-
lion dollars a year—and it will con-
tinue to rise, make no mistake about 
that, unless we do something—it will 
ultimately crowd out spending for 
things like the military, spending for 
things like transportation and infra-
structure, spending for any discre-
tionary item. 

We are on that fast track today, so I 
appreciate my friend from Texas talk-
ing and discussing the crowd-out and 
the impacts on our future and our fu-
ture generations. 

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to 
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
WILLIAMS). 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Congressman BIGGS for leading 
this tonight. 
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