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Congressional-Executive Commission 
on the People’s Republic of China: 

Mr. MCGOVERN, Massachusetts, Chair 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
SERVE AS CO-CHAIR OF THE 
TOM LANTOS HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 104(b) 
of House Resolution 6, 116th Congress, 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2019, of the following Member to 
serve as co-chair of the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission: 

Mr. MCGOVERN, Massachusetts 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO MI-
GRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 2 of the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16 
U.S.C. 715a), and the order of the House 
of January 3, 2019, of the following 
Member on the part of the House to the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Commis-
sion: 

Mr. THOMPSON, California 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL DEBT AS 
THREAT TO NATIONAL SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the 
topic of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, it is my 

privilege to lead this Special Order to-
night as we consider the national debt 
as a security threat to the United 
States of America. 

I thank Senator DAVID PERDUE for 
his leadership. He introduced a con-
comitant resolution in the Senate. I 
also thank the more than 50 Members 
of this body who are original cospon-
sors to this resolution. 

I also thank the more than one dozen 
conservative groups that endorsed this 
resolution and have come to under-
stand that a structural deficit that 
nears a trillion dollars every year, a 
national debt that exceeds $22 trillion, 
is indeed a threat to our national secu-
rity. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY). 

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Arizona for his leader-

ship on this matter, and I appreciate 
his leadership very much on H. Res. 
149, a resolution recognizing the na-
tional debt as a threat to our national 
security. 

In February 2000, the total national 
debt, including intragovernmental 
holdings, was $5.7 trillion. Federal 
spending as a percentage of gross do-
mestic product was 17.5 percent. Today, 
the total national debt now exceeds $22 
trillion. 

The last balanced budget was signed 
into law in 1997, and the Congressional 
Budget Office projects that Federal 
spending as a percentage of GDP is pro-
jected to be 20.8 percent this year. In 
February 2018, Congress passed a budg-
et agreement that busted the pre-
viously established spending caps by 
almost $300 billion over 2 years. 

All those numbers don’t mean any-
thing to the American people tuning in 
to C–SPAN right now. They are giant 
numbers. They are really difficult for 
people to understand and comprehend. 
But we are talking about the future of 
our Nation and what we are leaving to 
our children. 

We are leaving them with an econ-
omy that is anchored by $22 trillion in 
debt that is going to turn to $25, $30 
and $40 trillion because, this year 
alone, we are going to have a trillion- 
dollar deficit, with no end in sight. 

We are making it to where our chil-
dren can’t comprehend what freedom is 
like in this country and what oppor-
tunity is like in this country because 
they are going to have an economy 
that is weighted down by this body’s 
and the Senate’s irresponsibility. 

Nobody in America balances their 
budgets at home like this. I assure my 
friend from Arizona, our States don’t 
balance their budgets like this. Nobody 
looks at the total number for income 
you have, then blows it by 25 or 30 per-
cent, and then goes to the bank and 
wonders why they might not give you a 
loan or help you finance a car. 

My concern is that we are allowing 
this to happen on the backs of our men 
and women in uniform. We are saying 
that, as a need to defend the United 
States of America and to spend 
money—which our men and women in 
uniform deserve to have the resources 
necessary as we ask them to go around 
the globe—we are using that as an ex-
cuse to continue to bust caps and to 
bust the limits that we put in place to 
hold us in check. 

Of that $300 billion that I was talking 
about the last 2 years, about 40 percent 
of that is nondefense discretionary 
that rode on the back of what we are 
trying to do to help our men and 
women in uniform have the tools they 
need. 

There used to be an adage of guns 
and butter. We don’t have a choice any-
more about choosing between guns and 
butter. Have we cut butter at all while 
we go and increase money for the guns 
for our men and women in uniform? 
Have we even held it in check? No. 

We have plussed it up and continued 
to bust the caps, all while we know 

mandatory spending—spending on 
Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Secu-
rity—all go up. 

The question I would ask is: When 
are we going to stop? Is it going to 
take placing a debt clock over the 
chair of the Speaker? Do we need to 
have something to remind us, sitting 
here in the body, what we are going to 
be leaving to our children? Because it 
is our responsibility, what we leave be-
hind to our kids. 

It is irresponsible when we look at 
every bill, every one of these little bills 
that comes across our desk. 

People say, well, why did you vote 
‘‘no,’’ Mr. ROY? Well, it was just an-
other $500,000. It was just another $5 
million. 

That is not how you spend at home. 
It is time that this body gets serious 
about spending restraint. It is time 
that this body recognize—as I am very 
happy that my friend from Arizona 
has, and I am proud to join him in say-
ing that this is an impact on our na-
tional security and a threat to our na-
tional security. 

When we know right now that the in-
terest on our debt is pretty soon going 
to eclipse the amount of spending we 
are spending at the Department of De-
fense, that is a threat to our national 
security. We can’t sustain it. 

When we say now that we are going 
to spend more money for the tools that 
our men and women need, how are we 
going to afford to spend on those tools 
in 2030 or 2040 when we are spending 
more, literally, on interest than we are 
on what they need? 

I am proud to join my friend to make 
the case here that this is a threat to 
our national security. I call on my col-
leagues to join us, to join this resolu-
tion. I call on them to have the same 
level of resolve to limit spending and 
to make sure that we pass down the 
greatest country to our kids that the 
world has ever known. 

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, when 
the gentleman from Texas talks about 
the crowd-out effect, that is what we 
see as one of the threats to our na-
tional security. 

When you look at the spending that 
is being bloated and plussed-up and in-
creased, the ramifications of borrowing 
more and more money for an insatiable 
appetite to spend the Federal revenues 
and beyond to the tune of almost a tril-
lion dollars a year—and it will con-
tinue to rise, make no mistake about 
that, unless we do something—it will 
ultimately crowd out spending for 
things like the military, spending for 
things like transportation and infra-
structure, spending for any discre-
tionary item. 

We are on that fast track today, so I 
appreciate my friend from Texas talk-
ing and discussing the crowd-out and 
the impacts on our future and our fu-
ture generations. 

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to 
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
WILLIAMS). 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Congressman BIGGS for leading 
this tonight. 
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