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data bases, nor formulas, nor graphs associ-

ated with Factor #11. Since current law per-

mits the Treasury to undertake extraor-
dinary measures, Factor #11 buys no minutes
from midnight at this time.

FACTOR #12: IS CONGRESS SCALING BACK PRO-
GRAMMATIC ‘‘MANDATORY SPENDING”’ AND
EVENTUALLY PHASING IT OUT?

Mandatory programmatic spending, which
sets aside net interest payments, does not re-
quire the annual appropriation of money by
Congress. Effectively, these spending pro-
grams are on autopilot. According to CBO,
programmatic mandatory spending was more
than $2.5 trillion in 2017. It projects this
spending to grow to more than $4.5 trillion in
2028.

Congress needs to rein in these programs
by moving them back into the appropriated
accounts of the budget. By starting to take
such steps, Congress should be able to reduce
this category of spending dramatically. In
fact, it should phase it out altogether. Under
the Debt Default Clock, if Congress returns
enough of this spending to the appropriated
category so that by the end of the ten-year
budget period the mandatory category is less
than what it was in 2017, it will buy one
minute away from midnight. If the manda-
tory category is projected to be phased out
altogether by the end of the budget period, it
will buy two minutes from midnight. There-
fore, Factor #12 currently buys no minutes
from midnight.

The data bases for Factor #12 are found at:
the Congressional Budget Office, ‘“The Budg-
et and Economic Outlook: 2018 to 2028, April
9, 2018, pp. 44 and 148, here. The formula for
calculating whether mandatory spending is
increasing or decreasing during the projected
budget period under Factor #12 is: manda-
tory outlays (less offsetting receipts)—$2.5
trillion (mandatory spending in 2017) = dollar
level increase (decrease) in mandatory
spending. If mandatory spending is projected
by CBO to be at zero dollars before the end
of the budget period, it will be considered to
have been phased out.

————

GRAND CANYON CENTENNIAL

Ms. MCcSALLY. Madam President, in
January 1908, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt famously declared, ‘‘Let this
great wonder of nature remain as it is
now. You cannot improve on it.”” He
said these words while designating the
Grand Canyon as a national monu-
ment. Eleven years later, it became a
National Park, and today marks the
centennial of that designation.

Known as one of the Seven Natural
Wonders of the World, the Grand Can-
yon is more than history to Arizona, it
is a part of who we are. Millions of visi-
tors come to see this magnificent na-
tional park, from its archeological
sites to its one-of-a-kind trails; and for
centuries, this vast array of canyons
and mountains has served as a home to
many different peoples, including
many Native American tribes.

It was in 1869 that geologist John
Wesley Powell first led an expedition
down the hazardous Colorado River,
during which he noted the ancient
clues he found hidden in the layers of
rock that told the story of its creation.
His expedition led to future explo-
rations further chartering and mapping
the great canyon. By the time it offi-
cially became a National Park in 1919,
the Grand Canyon attracted some
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44,000 visitors. Today, Arizona hosts
more than 6 million visitors each year,
and with a total economic impact of al-
most $1 billion a year, it is the greatest
attraction in our State.

All Americans, but especially Arizo-
nans, are truly blessed to have such a
natural wonder to visit like the Grand
Canyon. I share in Teddy Roosevelt’s
amazement, passion, and wonderment
of the Grand Canyon, and I will con-
tinue to advocate for this park so that
it may last for many more generations
to come.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

———

RECOGNIZING THE FORT SMITH
NOON LIONS CLUB

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize and congratu-
late the Fort Smith Noon Lion’s Club
on its centennial celebration.

The Fort Smith Noon Lions Club
first met on March 8, 1919, only 2 years
after the creation of Lions Club Inter-
national. With 25 charter members, the
club’s mission was to encourage fellow-
ship and civic participation by local
businessmen. Many prominent business
leaders were part of that founding
group, including Dr. Charles Holt,
founder of Holt Crock Clinic; Fagan
Bourland, who served as the city’s
mayor for many years; and W.E. Har-
ding, the founder of Harding Glass, one
of the city’s largest companies at the
time.

The club met for many years at the
historic Goldman Hotel in downtown
Fort Smith and, later, at the Ward
Hotel on Garrison Avenue. Among its
earliest projects was supporting the
Victory Loan Campaign designed to
pay off debt from WWI. In the early
days, it held festivals, hosted free con-
certs, and played an annual baseball
game against the local Rotary Club.

In addition to supporting local causes
and providing a networking tool for
businessmen, the club’s mission came
into focus after Helen Keller spoke at
the Lions Club International conven-
tion in 1925. She concluded her speech
by saying, ‘I appeal to you Lions, you
who have your sight, your hearing, you
who are strong and brave and kind.
Will you not constitute yourselves
Knights of the Blind in this crusade
against darkness?’”’ Her eloquent plea
transformed the Lions and made sight
conservation the organization’s pri-
mary mission.

Throughout its 100-year history, the
Fort Smith Noon Lions Club has con-
tributed greatly to this mission by
raising money to provide eye exams
and glasses to local students and
adults. Lions Club members have also
collected thousands of pairs of glasses
which are donated to the Southern Col-
lege of Optometry in Memphis where
students take the glasses on inter-
national mission trips.

In recent years, the Fort Smith Noon
Lions Club has donated more than
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$100,000 to help local residents with
sight preservation and provided sup-
port to many local children’s organiza-
tions including the Fort Smith Boys
Club, Good Samaritan Clinic, Clearing-
house Backpack Program, Special
Olympics, and the Children’s Emer-
gency Shelter.

In addition, the club has provided all
of the equipment and support needed
for the Safety Patrol program in the
Fort Smith Public Schools since 1946.

As an optometrist whose hometown
is Fort Smith, AR, I am proud of the
great work done by this club and Lions
chapters around the world.

I congratulate the Fort Smith Noon
Lions Club on its 100th anniversary and
hope that these Knights for the Blind
continue to prosper in their mission.e

——

TRIBUTE TO OLIVER DIEZ

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Oliver Diez, the Miami-
Dade County Teacher of the Year from
Palmetto Elementary School in
Pinecrest, FL.

Oliver received this award in recogni-
tion for his dedication to teaching chil-
dren a passion for music before they
leave elementary school. He begins
teaching students how to play an intro-
ductory instrument, the recorder, at an
early age. From there, they can join
one of his school’s before and after-
school offerings of chorus, concert
band, jazz combo, orchestra, and drum-
line. Once they join a music program,
his lessons focus on teaching them not
only how to play instruments, but also
its history. He believes this builds an
appreciation for music in his young
students.

Throughout his two-decade long
teaching career at Palmetto Elemen-
tary School, he has built a successful
music program at south Florida’s larg-
est elementary school. His fourth and
fifth grade student were invited to play
at Carnegie Hall in New York City this
March, the only elementary school stu-
dents to play. While he believes teach-
ing is messy at times, he knows it
unites students to work together for
the final performance.

Oliver graduated from Florida Inter-
national University with his bachelor’s
degree in 1999 and returned for his mas-
ter’s degree in 2016, both majoring in
music education. He also helped launch
a booster club at his school that is a
registered nonprofit for travel expenses
for performances.

I express my sincere appreciation to
Oliver for all of the accomplished work
with his students and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO IAN JACKSON

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I honor Ian Jackson, the Volusia Coun-
ty Teacher of the Year from T. Dewitt
Taylor Middle-High School in Pierson,
FL.

Ian is an Advancement Via Indi-
vidual Determination teacher, working
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