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S.J. RES. 7

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 7, a joint resolu-
tion to direct the removal of United
States Armed Forces from hostilities
in the Republic of Yemen that have not
been authorized by Congress.

S. CON. RES. 5

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. DAINES) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Con. Res. 5, a concurrent
resolution supporting the Local Radio
Freedom Act.

S. RES. 74

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 74, a resolution marking the
fifth anniversary of Ukraine’s Revolu-
tion of Dignity by honoring the brav-
ery, determination, and sacrifice of the
people of Ukraine during and since the
Revolution, and condemning continued
Russian aggression against Ukraine.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself,
Mr. CASEY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COONS,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, Ms.

KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.

PETERS, Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
SCHUMER, Ms. SMITH, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and
Mr. WYDEN):

S. 568. A bill to amend the Child Care
and Development Block Grant Act of
1990 and the Head Start Act to promote
child care and early learning, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to express my sup-
port for the Child Care for Working
Families Act, which I was proud to in-
troduce earlier this afternoon with
Senators MURRAY, CASEY, and 30 of our
Senate colleagues.

We know that investments in early
childhood programs are foundational
for future academic and social success.
Yet child care remains unaffordable for
too many working families in the
United States.

For parents worried about how to pay
for basic living expenses like housing,
food, education, and transportation, in-
creasing child care costs can place a
heavy burden on family budgets.

As a young immigrant from Japan
who was raised by a single, working
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mother, I understand the difficult deci-
sions families have to make every day
to survive. I have experienced these
challenges firsthand. Yet, all these
years later, for many Hawaii families,
child care costs exceed all other ex-
penses besides housing.

On average, Hawaii parents can ex-
pect to pay $8,280 per year, or $690 per
month, in child care expenses. These
costs are 25 percent higher than they
were just a decade ago, but wages have
hardly kept pace. As a result, Hawaii
families will dedicate around 11 per-
cent of their family budget to child
care—exceeding the government’s
standard for affordable care.

Unfortunately, even for families that
can afford child care, finding that need-
ed care may be difficult. This is be-
cause our early childhood educators
and child care workers are overworked
and underpaid. In addition, there is a
severe need for more facilities to ac-
commodate the families that need
them. The need is great, and that is
why the Child Care for Working Fami-
lies Act is so important. This legisla-
tion will make sure working families
have access to high-quality, affordable
early childhood programs.

Specifically, the bill expands the ex-
isting Child Care and Development
Block Grant program to guarantee
that working and middle class families
have access to affordable child care—
ensuring that these families do not
have to pay more than 7 percent of
their income toward care, regardless of
how many children they have.

The bill also expands Head Start to
promote universal preschool for young
children.

Additionally, the bill also addresses
the need to support our early childhood
workers by making sure teachers, care
givers, and other workers responsible
for our children are fairly-compensated
and fully-supported with training and
professional development opportuni-
ties.

These are the core provisions of the
bill, which represents an essential in-
vestment in the stability and pros-
perity of working families in Hawaii
and across our Nation. Every family
deserves access to high-quality, afford-
able early childhood programs, and we
will continue fighting to make child
care more affordable for all children.

I thank my colleagues for their con-
tinued support in this effort, and urge
support for this important legislation.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 78—RECOG-
NIZING THE NATIONAL DEBT AS
A THREAT TO NATIONAL SECU-
RITY

Mr. PERDUE (for himself, Ms. ERNST,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
ROUNDS, and Mr. SASSE) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance:

S. RES. T8
Whereas, in February 2019, the total public
debt outstanding was more than
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$22,000,000,000,000, resulting in a total inter-
est expense of more than $192,000,000,000 for
fiscal year 2019;

Whereas, on December 21, 2018, the total
public debt as a percentage of gross domestic
product was 104 percent;

Whereas the last balanced Federal budget
was signed into law in 1997;

Whereas, in fiscal year 2018, Federal tax re-
ceipts totaled $3,329,000,000,000, but Federal
outlays totaled $4,108,000,000,000, leaving the
Federal Government with a l-year deficit of
$779,000,000,000;

Whereas, every year since the last bal-
anced Federal budget was signed in 1997,
Congress has failed to maintain a fiscally re-
sponsible budget and has typically relied on
raising the debt ceiling;

Whereas the Social Security and Medicare
Boards of Trustees project that the Federal
Hospital Insurance Trust Fund will be de-
pleted in 2026;

Whereas the Social Security and Medicare
Boards of Trustees project that the Federal
0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund
and the Federal Disability Insurance Trust
Fund will be depleted in 2034;

Whereas the credit rating of the United
States was reduced by Standard and Poor’s
from AAA to AA+ on August 5, 2011, and has
remained at that level since that date;

Whereas, without a targeted effort to bal-
ance the Federal budget, the credit rating of
the United States is certain to continue to
fall;

Whereas the National Security Strategy
issued by President Donald Trump highlights
the need to reduce the national debt through
fiscal responsibility;

Whereas, on April 12, 2018, former Sec-
retary of Defense James Mattis warned that
“any Nation that can’t keep its fiscal house
in order eventually cannot maintain its mili-
tary power’’;

Whereas, on March 6, 2018, Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Dan Coats warned: ‘‘Our
continued plunge into debt is unsustainable
and represents a dire future threat to our
economy and to our national security’’;

Whereas, on November 15, 2017, former Sec-
retaries of Defense Leon Panetta, Ash Car-
ter, and Chuck Hagel warned: ‘‘Increase in
the debt will, in the absence of a comprehen-
sive budget that addresses both entitlements
and revenues, force even deeper reductions in
our national security capabilities’’; and

Whereas, on September 22, 2011, former
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mi-
chael Mullen warned: ‘I believe the single,
biggest threat to our national security is
debt”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that the national debt is a
threat to the national security of the United
States;

(2) realizes that deficits are unsustainable,
irresponsible, and dangerous; and

(3) commits to addressing the fiscal crisis
faced by the United States.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 79—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.

B00ZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. DAINES, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZzI,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs.
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HYDE-SMITH, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. KiING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. ROBERTS,
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SANDERS,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABE-
NOwW, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TiLLIS, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
WYDEN, and Ms. ERNST) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. RES. 79

Whereas a competitive global economy re-
quires workers who are prepared for skilled
professions;

Whereas, in the next decade, an estimated
3,000,000 new workers will be needed in infra-
structure positions in the United States, in-
cluding in positions for designing, building,
and operating transportation, housing, utili-
ties, and telecommunications facilities;

Whereas career and technical education
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“‘CTE”) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers
are ready, willing, and capable of holding
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand
career fields such as science, technology, en-

gineering, mathematics, nursing, allied
health, construction, information tech-
nology, energy sustainability, and many

other career fields that are vital in keeping
the United States competitive in the global
economy;

Whereas CTE helps the United States meet
the very real and immediate challenges of
economic development, student achieve-
ment, and global competitiveness;

Whereas the United States has 30,000,000
jobs with an average income of $55,000 per
year that do not require a bachelor’s degree
yet increasingly require some level of post-
secondary education;

Whereas nearly 12,200,000 students are en-
rolled in CTE across the country at the sec-
ondary and postsecondary levels, with CTE
programs in thousands of CTE centers, com-
prehensive high schools, career academies,
and CTE high schools, and nearly 1,000 2-year
colleges;

Whereas CTE matches employability skills
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework
leading to industry-recognized credentials
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult
learners;

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing,
high-demand fields;

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with
a lower probability of dropping out of high
school and a higher likelihood of graduating
on-time;

Whereas CTE students were significantly
more likely than non-CTE students to report
having developed problem-solving, project
completion, research, math, college applica-
tion, work-related, communication, time
management, and critical thinking skills
during high school;

Whereas, according to an American Fed-
eration of Teachers poll, 94 percent of par-
ents approve of expanding access to CTE and
other programs that prepare students for
jobs;

Whereas students at schools with highly
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams are significantly more likely to meet
college and career readiness benchmarks
than students at schools with less integrated
programs;

Whereas, last year, Congress affirmed the
importance of CTE by passing the Strength-
ening Career and Technical Education for
the 21st Century Act (Public Law 115-224),
which supports program improvement in sec-
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ondary and postsecondary CTE programs in
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, the United States Virgin Islands,
and outlying areas; and

Whereas February 23, 2019, marks the 102d
anniversary of the signing of the Act of Feb-
ruary 23, 1917 (commonly known as the
‘““Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act of
1917°) (39 Stat. 929, chapter 114), which was
the first major Federal investment in sec-
ondary CTE and laid the foundation for the
bipartisan, bicameral support for CTE that
continues as of February 2019: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 2019 as ‘‘Career and
Technical Education Month” to celebrate ca-
reer and technical education across the
United States;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career
and Technical Education Month;

(3) recognizes the importance of career and
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United
States; and

(4) encourages educators, guidance and ca-
reer development professionals, administra-
tors, and parents to promote career and
technical education as a respected option for
students.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, our Na-
tion’s continued economic progress and
the social mobility of our citizens are
contingent on the education and skills
of the American workforce and its abil-
ity to adjust and fulfill the needs of the
21st century economy. Career and tech-
nical education (CTE) programs are an
essential piece of every student’s edu-
cation, providing them access to the
important knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to obtain careers in
rapidly growing, high-demand fields.
Today, approximately 12.2 million stu-
dents across the Nation are enrolled in
CTE programs offered by thousands of
career academies, comprehensive high
schools, CTE high schools, community
colleges, and CTE centers. Through in-
tentionally designed applied learning,
these students gain workplace skills
and technical training that mirror in-
demand positions in the workforce.

In the coming decade, a projected 3
million skilled workers will be needed
to fill infrastructure positions in the
United States, including jobs related to
designing, building, and operating
transportation, housing, telecommuni-
cation, and wutilities facilities. CTE
programs intentionally match employ-
ability skills with workforce demands,
lowering the probability of students
dropping out of high school and in-
creasing their likelihood of graduating
on time. These skills-based training
programs will help fill the estimated 30
million U.S. jobs available with an av-
erage income annual income of $55,000
that do not require a bachelor’s degree
vet necessitate some level of postsec-
ondary education.

Across Virginia, I hear from manu-
facturers frustrated by the shortage of
qualified skilled production employ-
ees—roles that require the training and
instruction provided in CTE class-
rooms. It is essential that we elevate
the important role of CTE in the coun-
try’s ability to meet the inter-
connected challenges of economic de-
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velopment, student achievement, and
global competitiveness. Last year, Con-
gress affirmed the importance of CTE
by passing the Strengthening Career
and Technical Education for the 21st
Century Act which supports CTE pro-
grams in secondary and postsecondary
education.

Today, with my Senate CTE Caucus
co-chairs Senator PORTMAN, Senator
BALDWIN, and Senator YOUNG and 47
colleagues in the Senate, I am pleased
to introduce a bipartisan resolution to
designate February as Career and
Technical Education (CTE) month.
CTE Month encourages students, par-
ents, counselors, educators, and school
leaders to learn more about the diverse
educational opportunities offered in
their communities, and recognize the
valuable role of CTE in developing a
well-educated and highly skilled work-
force in the United States.

By formally recognizing CTE Month
through this resolution, it is our aim
to raise greater awareness of the im-
portance of improving access to high-
quality CTE for millions of America’s
students and our nation’s ongoing eco-
nomic competitiveness.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I
have 8 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, February 26,
2019, at 9.30 a.m., to conduct a hearing
“United States Strategic Command
and United States Northern Command
in review of the Defense Authorization
Request for fiscal year 2020 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program.”’

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, February 26, 2019, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February 26, 2019,
at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Drug Pricing in America: A pre-
scription for change, Part I1.”

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, February 26,
2019, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Opportunity to SOAR: 15
years of school choice in DC.”
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