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HYDE-SMITH, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
WYDEN, and Ms. ERNST) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 79 
Whereas a competitive global economy re-

quires workers who are prepared for skilled 
professions; 

Whereas, in the next decade, an estimated 
3,000,000 new workers will be needed in infra-
structure positions in the United States, in-
cluding in positions for designing, building, 
and operating transportation, housing, utili-
ties, and telecommunications facilities; 

Whereas career and technical education 
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘CTE’’) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers 
are ready, willing, and capable of holding 
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand 
career fields such as science, technology, en-
gineering, mathematics, nursing, allied 
health, construction, information tech-
nology, energy sustainability, and many 
other career fields that are vital in keeping 
the United States competitive in the global 
economy; 

Whereas CTE helps the United States meet 
the very real and immediate challenges of 
economic development, student achieve-
ment, and global competitiveness; 

Whereas the United States has 30,000,000 
jobs with an average income of $55,000 per 
year that do not require a bachelor’s degree 
yet increasingly require some level of post-
secondary education; 

Whereas nearly 12,200,000 students are en-
rolled in CTE across the country at the sec-
ondary and postsecondary levels, with CTE 
programs in thousands of CTE centers, com-
prehensive high schools, career academies, 
and CTE high schools, and nearly 1,000 2-year 
colleges; 

Whereas CTE matches employability skills 
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework 
leading to industry-recognized credentials 
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult 
learners; 

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing, 
high-demand fields; 

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with 
a lower probability of dropping out of high 
school and a higher likelihood of graduating 
on-time; 

Whereas CTE students were significantly 
more likely than non-CTE students to report 
having developed problem-solving, project 
completion, research, math, college applica-
tion, work-related, communication, time 
management, and critical thinking skills 
during high school; 

Whereas, according to an American Fed-
eration of Teachers poll, 94 percent of par-
ents approve of expanding access to CTE and 
other programs that prepare students for 
jobs; 

Whereas students at schools with highly 
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams are significantly more likely to meet 
college and career readiness benchmarks 
than students at schools with less integrated 
programs; 

Whereas, last year, Congress affirmed the 
importance of CTE by passing the Strength-
ening Career and Technical Education for 
the 21st Century Act (Public Law 115–224), 
which supports program improvement in sec-

ondary and postsecondary CTE programs in 
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, 
and outlying areas; and 

Whereas February 23, 2019, marks the 102d 
anniversary of the signing of the Act of Feb-
ruary 23, 1917 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act of 
1917’’) (39 Stat. 929, chapter 114), which was 
the first major Federal investment in sec-
ondary CTE and laid the foundation for the 
bipartisan, bicameral support for CTE that 
continues as of February 2019: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 2019 as ‘‘Career and 

Technical Education Month’’ to celebrate ca-
reer and technical education across the 
United States; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career 
and Technical Education Month; 

(3) recognizes the importance of career and 
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United 
States; and 

(4) encourages educators, guidance and ca-
reer development professionals, administra-
tors, and parents to promote career and 
technical education as a respected option for 
students. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, our Na-
tion’s continued economic progress and 
the social mobility of our citizens are 
contingent on the education and skills 
of the American workforce and its abil-
ity to adjust and fulfill the needs of the 
21st century economy. Career and tech-
nical education (CTE) programs are an 
essential piece of every student’s edu-
cation, providing them access to the 
important knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to obtain careers in 
rapidly growing, high-demand fields. 
Today, approximately 12.2 million stu-
dents across the Nation are enrolled in 
CTE programs offered by thousands of 
career academies, comprehensive high 
schools, CTE high schools, community 
colleges, and CTE centers. Through in-
tentionally designed applied learning, 
these students gain workplace skills 
and technical training that mirror in- 
demand positions in the workforce. 

In the coming decade, a projected 3 
million skilled workers will be needed 
to fill infrastructure positions in the 
United States, including jobs related to 
designing, building, and operating 
transportation, housing, telecommuni-
cation, and utilities facilities. CTE 
programs intentionally match employ-
ability skills with workforce demands, 
lowering the probability of students 
dropping out of high school and in-
creasing their likelihood of graduating 
on time. These skills-based training 
programs will help fill the estimated 30 
million U.S. jobs available with an av-
erage income annual income of $55,000 
that do not require a bachelor’s degree 
yet necessitate some level of postsec-
ondary education. 

Across Virginia, I hear from manu-
facturers frustrated by the shortage of 
qualified skilled production employ-
ees—roles that require the training and 
instruction provided in CTE class-
rooms. It is essential that we elevate 
the important role of CTE in the coun-
try’s ability to meet the inter-
connected challenges of economic de-

velopment, student achievement, and 
global competitiveness. Last year, Con-
gress affirmed the importance of CTE 
by passing the Strengthening Career 
and Technical Education for the 21st 
Century Act which supports CTE pro-
grams in secondary and postsecondary 
education. 

Today, with my Senate CTE Caucus 
co-chairs Senator PORTMAN, Senator 
BALDWIN, and Senator YOUNG and 47 
colleagues in the Senate, I am pleased 
to introduce a bipartisan resolution to 
designate February as Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) month. 
CTE Month encourages students, par-
ents, counselors, educators, and school 
leaders to learn more about the diverse 
educational opportunities offered in 
their communities, and recognize the 
valuable role of CTE in developing a 
well-educated and highly skilled work-
force in the United States. 

By formally recognizing CTE Month 
through this resolution, it is our aim 
to raise greater awareness of the im-
portance of improving access to high- 
quality CTE for millions of America’s 
students and our nation’s ongoing eco-
nomic competitiveness. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I 
have 8 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, February 26, 
2019, at 9.30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
‘‘United States Strategic Command 
and United States Northern Command 
in review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2020 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, February 26, 2019, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, February 26, 2019, 
at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Drug Pricing in America: A pre-
scription for change, Part II.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, February 26, 
2019, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Opportunity to SOAR: 15 
years of school choice in DC.’’ 
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COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
The Subcommittee on Airland of the 

Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, February 26, 
2019, at 3 p.m., to conduct a closed 
hearing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 

AND MERCHANT MARINE INFRASTRUCTURE, 
SAFETY AND SECURITY 
The Subcommittee on Surface Trans-

portation and Merchant Marine Infra-
structure, Safely and Security of the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, February 26, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Exam-
ining intermodal connections across 
our surface transportation network.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION 
POLICY AND CONSUMER RIGHTS 

The Subcommittee on Antitrust, 
Competition Policy and Consumer 
Rights of the Committee on the Judici-
ary is authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the 2019 
annual intellectual property report to 
Congress.’’ 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I have a 
request for one committee to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. It 
has the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, February 26, 2019, at 9:30 
a.m., to conduct a hearing on the Semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report to the 

Congress and the following nomina-
tions: Mark Anthony Calabria, of Vir-
ginia, to be Director of the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency, Bimal Patel, 
of Georgia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary, and Dino Falasrnetti, of Mon-
tana, to be Director, Office of Finan-
cial Research, both of the Department 
of the Treasury, Todd M. Harper, of 
Virginia, and Rodney Hood, of North 
Carolina, both to be a Member of the 
National Credit Union Administration 
Board, Spencer Bachus III, of Alabama, 
and Judith DelZoppo Pryor, of Ohio, 
both to be a Member of the Board of 
Directors, and Kimberly A. Reed, of 
West Virginia, to be President, all of 
the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States, and Seth Daniel Appleton, of 
Missouri, and Robert Hunter Kurtz, of 
Virginia, both to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Housing and, Urban Develop-
ment; to be immediately followed by a 
hearing to examine. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Kaitlyn 
Prichard and Zach Pilchen, a legisla-
tive fellow and a detailee in my office, 
have privileges of the floor for the du-
ration of the 116th Congress. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 79, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 79) supporting the 
goals and ideals of Career and Technical 
Education Month. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 

be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 79) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 27, 2019 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, morning business 
be closed, and the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Desmond nomination 
under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
if there is no further business to come 
before the Senate, I ask unanimous 
consent that it stand adjourned under 
the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:07 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, February 27, 2019, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate February 26, 2019: 

THE JUDICIARY 

ERIC D. MILLER, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT. 
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