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local development of cultural heritage 
issues, historic preservation, and work-
ing lands conservation projects. 

This Federal grant funding will be 
available for the next 15 years to sup-
port local governments, historical soci-
eties, and nonprofit organizations 
throughout the delta. 

Our National Heritage Area Act pro-
posal is endorsed by the Delta Steward-
ship Council and the Delta Counties 
Coalition, consisting of Sacramento, 
Solano, Contra Costa, Yolo, and San 
Joaquin Counties, all of which rep-
resent the delta. It is also supported by 
the Delta Chambers of Commerce and 
Visitors Bureau, Restore the Delta, and 
the National Parks Conservation Asso-
ciation. 

California’s Delta Protection Com-
mission is charged with developing the 
management plan for the new national 
heritage area. 

Lastly, I want to address some of the 
persistent misconceptions about na-
tional heritage area designations, not 
only this new one but also those 
throughout the United States. Such 
designations do not affect individual 
property rights, water rights, land-
ownership, or local land use decisions, 
nor does the designation affect hunting 
and fishing. Rather, the national herit-
age area program simply makes Fed-
eral grant funds administered by the 
National Park Service available for 
local projects. 

The national heritage area program 
and planning process is collaborative 
and voluntary, meaning that local 
groups, businesses, and landowners can 
choose to participate or not. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with local 
governments, county governments, 
local businesses, communities, local 
action groups, and all others interested 
during the public management plan-
ning process. 

After nearly a decade of work, the 
President is expected to sign the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta National 
Heritage Area Act into law. We thank 
all who supported the legislation and 
the local entities that have done so. 

This is truly a historic achievement 
for the entire delta, including the 
farming communities, the families, and 
the immigrant communities who have 
settled in the area over the last 150 
years and generated the rich cultural 
and agricultural heritage. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ASHLEY AND CHRIS 
GASPERI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a family from 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who is 
dedicated to making our world a better 
and safer world. 

Ashley and Chris Gasperi, ER nurses, 
were residents of Feasterville and 
worked at Temple University Hospital 
and St. Mary Medical Center. Despite 

dedicating their careers to caring for 
others, they both craved more and 
later decided to move to Kenya to es-
tablish a nonprofit organization that 
seeks to break the vicious cycle of pov-
erty in rural communities. 

Together, they established Ekenywa. 
Ekenywa works to dig wells, some-
times hundreds of feet deep, to estab-
lish a reliable water source to commu-
nities and schools in rural Kenya. The 
creation of these wells allows for solar- 
powered irrigation systems, enabling 
communities to farm year-round, even 
in the presence of a drought. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the work of 
the Gasperi family and Ekenywa. They 
are truly making a difference in the 
lives of countless people across the 
world. 

I speak on behalf of our entire Bucks 
County community when we tell them 
how much we appreciate their service 
and their sacrifice. 

RECOGNIZING WALKER ANDERSON FOR HIS 
NATIONAL SCIENCE COMPETITION ACHIEVEMENTS 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a young citizen 
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who 
recently was recognized in a national 
science competition. 

Walker Anderson, a Doylestown resi-
dent and a senior at Central Bucks 
West High School, recently won $2,000 
as a semifinalist for the Regeneron 
Science Talent Search competition. 
This recognition was received by only 
300 students nationwide and only four 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 

As impressive as this may be on its 
own, this is only one academic achieve-
ment of Walker’s. Walker previously 
placed first in the under-18 category at 
the World Puzzle Championship in 
Prague, competing on the U.S. team, 
and was recently accepted into the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure we will hear 
of Walker well into the future, as his 
STEM research and grasp of complex 
mathematical and scientific concepts 
is truly remarkable. 

I wish Walker and his parents, Susan 
and Ken Anderson, all of the best. I 
also thank Mark Hayden, Walker’s 
STEM Research Club adviser, for his 
guidance and his vision. 

f 

HONORING CIVIL RIGHTS ICON 
CLARA LUPER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Oklahoma (Ms. KENDRA S. HORN) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight 
the visionary and unwavering leader-
ship of civil rights icon and notable 
Oklahoman Ms. Clara Luper. 

Six months ago, I got to witness his-
tory as Oklahoma City commemorated 
the 60th anniversary of the sit-ins she 
organized. I rise today because, even as 
a fifth-generation Oklahoman, I real-
ized how little I knew. 

Clara Luper and her students sparked 
a movement, the sit-ins that led into 

our Nation’s civil rights movement. 
They deserve to be a household name. 

Clara Luper made her mark in a time 
when people of color couldn’t even 
walk into the front door of Oklahoma 
City businesses. They were relegated to 
hidden back rooms. 

But she had a vision for equality, a 
heart for service, and a commitment to 
justice. She, in her words, ‘‘believed in 
a sun when it didn’t shine and the rain 
when it didn’t fall.’’ She knew that 
Oklahoma and this country could be a 
place where everyone is treated with 
respect, dignity, and humanity. 

Even as a history teacher at Dunjee 
High School in Spencer, Oklahoma, Ms. 
Luper instilled those principles in her 
students. Her steadfast commitment to 
ending racism and systemic discrimi-
nation inspired her to organize Amer-
ica’s first sit-in. 

In August 1958, she and 14 of her 
NAACP Youth Council students walked 
up to a lunch counter they knew would 
refuse them, and they ordered a ham-
burger and a Coke. They were denied, 
but they did not waver. They knew 
what was on the line because, in Ms. 
Luper’s words, ‘‘within that hamburger 
was the whole essence of democracy.’’ 

At their own personal peril, they re-
turned each day with more people until 
they broke the barrier. It was never 
easy. The protesters were verbally and 
physically assaulted, and Ms. Luper re-
ceived death threats. 

Because of Ms. Luper and her stu-
dents’ fearlessness and determination, 
the Katz Drug Stores integrated their 
lunch counters, not just in Oklahoma 
City but also in Missouri, Kansas, and 
Iowa. 

When the 1958 sit-in happened in 
Oklahoma City, a group of college stu-
dents in North Carolina were inspired 
by what had taken place in Oklahoma 
City, and they took note. In 1961, those 
students launched the Greensboro, 
North Carolina, sit-in at the Wool-
worth lunch counter, which fueled mo-
mentum within the civil rights move-
ment. 

It didn’t end there. For years, Ms. 
Luper and others continued their fight. 
The sacrifices continued, too. 

Authorities arrested Ms. Luper 26 
times during her fight for freedom. 
Clara Luper empowered young people 
to imagine a future brighter than their 
present and taught them how to make 
that future a reality. 

She changed lives and planted seeds 
of ethical leadership into those who 
were lucky enough to be mentored by 
her. Each of her former students talks 
about the pivotal role Ms. Luper played 
in instilling confidence, character, and 
dignity in them. 

Generations reap the benefit of her 
sacrifice and efforts to integrate not 
only businesses in Oklahoma City but 
educational spaces. 

Ms. Luper integrated the history de-
partment at the University of Okla-
homa, becoming the first Black grad-
uate of that master’s program. Her 
contributions are reflected across our 
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own State, in a namesake scholarship 
program at Oklahoma City University, 
a corridor on the northeast side of 
Oklahoma City, a classroom at the 
University of Central Oklahoma, by 
the designation of the Oklahoma City 
Public Schools District building as The 
Clara Luper Center, and naming the 
African American studies department 
at the University of Oklahoma after 
her. 

As a lifelong Oklahoman and rep-
resentative of the Fifth Congressional 
District, and as an American, I recog-
nize how we are beneficiaries of Clara 
Luper’s efforts to create a more just 
and equitable place to live. I cannot 
and will not take that history and im-
pact for granted. 

Although we have come so far be-
cause of her sacrifices and the sac-
rifices of other heroes during the civil 
rights era, there is so much work to be 
done. Even with the number of acco-
lades given to her, the best way we can 
honor Ms. Luper is to uphold her leg-
acy through commitment to justice 
and equality in the policies that we 
propose. 

She knew that democracy is not a 
spectator sport. It is our duty as a Con-
gress and as Americans to make good 
on the constitutional promise of estab-
lishing justice and ensuring domestic 
tranquility, so we must continue to 
work for an inclusive, equitable place 
for everyone to live and feel safe, as 
well as to build an economy where 
every American has the opportunity to 
thrive. 

Thank you to the sit-inners, and 
thank you to Clara Luper for your re-
silience and for giving us the torch to 
carry. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 26 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Father Philip G. Salois, American 
Legion National Chaplain, North 
Smithfield, Rhode Island, offered the 
following prayer: 

Dear Lord, we beseech You to pour 
forth Your grace and blessings on all 
who gather to do the work that the 
people of America elected them to do. 

We pray for peace and harmony when 
we disagree. We pray for the strength 
and will to work out our differences 
and to come up with the best solutions 
that will benefit society as a whole. 

Watch over and protect the men and 
women in uniform, and safeguard them 
from all harm. And we pray You to 
bring them home safely to their fami-
lies and friends. 

We especially remember those who 
are held prisoner in foreign lands, 
those missing in action, as we continue 
to seek them out and bring them home 
to their loved ones. 

We make this prayer in Your name. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BROWNLEY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING FATHER PHILIP G. 
SALOIS 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize Father Philip 
Salois, who delivered today’s opening 
prayer. 

Father Phil is a native of 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and now 
lives in North Smithfield, Rhode Is-
land, a community that I am proud to 
represent today in Congress. 

He served our country in uniform 
during the Vietnam war as a combat 
infantryman and earned the Silver 
Star for his valor. 

After his service to our country, Fa-
ther Phil felt called to service in an-
other capacity. He was ordained into 
the priesthood on June 10, 1984. 

A few years later, Father Phil joined 
the Veterans Administration in Bos-
ton, where he served as chief of the 
chaplain service from 1993 to 2005. 

Today, he continues to minister to 
veterans in Rhode Island and all across 
America. We owe all of our service-
members and their families an incred-
ible debt of gratitude. 

The men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces represent our 
country’s most important values of 
service, honor, courage, and sacrifice. 
This is especially true of Father Phil, 
who represents the very best of our 
country and my home State of Rhode 
Island. 

I thank him for his service to our 
country and for being here today to 

offer the beautiful opening prayer. We 
are truly honored by his presence. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER). The Chair will entertain 
up to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 
(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, 2 weeks ago, President Trump 
falsely declared that there was a na-
tional emergency occurring at our 
southern border. 

The real emergency that he should be 
focusing on is the devastating gun vio-
lence epidemic that has torn commu-
nities apart across our country, includ-
ing my own, where we are still mourn-
ing the loss of 12 precious lives at the 
Borderline Bar & Grill in Thousand 
Oaks, California. 

This week, the House will vote on the 
first major gun safety legislation in 
decades. While there is no single an-
swer that will stop all gun violence, 
H.R. 8 and H.R. 1112 are commonsense, 
bipartisan steps to strengthen our 
background check system to keep 
deadly firearms out of the hands of 
those we agree should not have them. 

If the President is serious about ad-
dressing national emergencies, he 
should join us in supporting these bills. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MEP 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the Hollings Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership program at the 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology is celebrating 30 years of 
success. I am grateful to recognize the 
achievement of MEP in South Caro-
lina. 

Senator Fritz Hollings of South Caro-
lina introduced the legislation that led 
to the creation of the program. It later 
was renamed in his honor. 

The MEP has served over 26,000 com-
panies. It has earned support in Con-
gress for assisting small- to mid-sized 
manufacturers. 

I am grateful that the South Caro-
lina MEP has generated almost $380 
million in new investment and created 
1,361 jobs. It generated almost $2.7 bil-
lion in statewide economic impact. 

In the Second Congressional District, 
it helped to create and retain 989 jobs 
last year and brought in over $30 mil-
lion in new investment. 

I commend these employers for cre-
ating jobs in South Carolina and na-
tionwide. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
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