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prevent irreversible damage. In the case of 
acid rain, research has been offered as a sub-
stitute for much-needed action. This policy 
has produced more bodies of water that can-
not sustain life, more trees that are dying, 
and more people who find it hard to breathe. 

The policy has produced more studies, not 
any meaningful change in policy. I hope 
these two days of hearings will help persuade 
the administration— 

And the people of the country— 
that inaction has its own costs, almost in-

variably higher than the cost of action. 

George Mitchell was right. The cost 
of inaction is invariably higher than 
the cost of action. 

George concluded by saying: 
I represent a State that already has been 

affected by acid deposition. I want to do all 
I can to keep Maine, the rest of our country, 
and our planet from facing potentially more 
dramatic environmental damage from global 
warming. The best way to avoid these unde-
sirable outcomes is to begin taking action 
now to prevent further damage rather than 
spending twice as much time and later 
money repairing damage. 

George Mitchell was right in 1986. 
Tragically, he is even more right today 
because we did not heed his call. We did 
not take action. We have avoided ac-
tion. 

I don’t want to be the generation 
that our children and grandchildren 
look back on and say: Where were you 
and what did you do when the climate 
was deteriorating, when the glaciers 
were melting, when the ice sheets were 
melting, when the sea level was rising, 
when the storms were increasing in in-
tensity, when the wildfires were burn-
ing our States? What did you do, Sen-
ator? 

I, for one, want the answer to be ‘‘I 
took action.’’ The answer should be 
‘‘we took action.’’ 

Today, this is a challenge even great-
er—significantly greater—than it was 
in 1986, but the very fact that people 
like Quentin Burdick, George Mitchell, 
John Chafee, Bob Stafford, and David 
Durenberger saw the future and pre-
dicted it so succinctly and profoundly 
should spur us to the type of action 
that is necessary to meet, confront, 
and overcome this most serious of chal-
lenges before us. 

Thank you. 
I yield to my colleague from Rhode 

Island. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I will close out 

this colloquy by pointing out that the 
Republicans of 2007, 2008, and 2009 who 
were working on climate legislation 
before the Citizens United decision 
have left or died or gone to ground. It 
is sad to see. These Republicans of 1986, 
a third of a century ago, would be 
shocked at what has become of their 
party. So, today, we, their successors 
in five of these six States, gathered on 
the floor to honor their memory, to 
mourn what has become in the inter-
vening years of the Republican Party, 
and to grieve for what this body has 
lost. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

S. RES. 70 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, on Feb-

ruary 13 the Rules Committee approved 
S. Res. 70, which authorizes funding for 
the Senate’s committees from March 1, 
2019, through February 28, 2021. For 
this 24-month period, the 18 commit-
tees covered by this resolution are au-
thorized to spend up to $214,055,860. 
This is a small increase over the fund-
ing authorized by the current com-
mittee funding resolution, S. Res. 62. 
For the information of my colleagues, 
committee funding authorized by S. 
Res. 70 remains 13 percent below levels 
from a decade ago. 

Committees are the lifeblood of the 
legislative process. It is in our commit-
tees that policy is created and pro-
grams and agencies are overseen. Our 
committees are where the Senate first 
exercises its advice and consent func-
tion over the executive branch’s nomi-
nees. Well-functioning committees are 
crucial to the Senate’s role as a sepa-
rate but equal branch of the govern-
ment. 

The resolution before the Senate is 
the result of a bipartisan process Sen-
ator KLOBUCHAR, the Rules Commit-
tee’s ranking member, and I undertook 
this year to solicit more input from 
committee chairmen and ranking 
members. The resolution reflects the 
needs identified by our colleagues and 
will help ensure our committees are 
able to carry out their responsibilities 
and duties. 

I would like to thank Fitz Elder and 
Rachelle Schroeder from my com-
mittee staff; Lizzy Peluso and Lindsey 
Kerr from Senator KLOBUCHAR’s com-
mittee staff; and Cindy Qualley, the 
Rules Committee’s chief clerk. Addi-
tionally, I would like to thank Ileana 
Garcia and Ted Ruckner from the Dis-
bursing Office and John Henderson 
from the Office of Legislative Counsel. 
I greatly appreciate their hard work in 
developing this resolution. 

f 

AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 
FOR PERIODS MARCH 1, 2019 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2019, 
OCTOBER 1, 2019 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2020, AND OCTOBER 1, 
2020 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2021 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, as if in 

legislative session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of Calendar No. 25, S. 
Res. 70. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 70) authorizing ex-
penditures by committees of the Senate for 
the periods March 1, 2019 through September 
30, 2019, October 1, 2019 through September 
30, 2020, and October 1, 2020 through February 
28, 2021. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BLUNT. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 70) was agreed 
to. 

(The resolution is printed in the 
RECORD of February 13, 2019, under 
‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF 
THE SENATE TO MAKE CORREC-
TION IN THE ENROLLMENT OF 
THE BILL S. 47 

Mr. BLUNT. Continuing as if in legis-
lative session, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of H. Con. Res. 21. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 21) 
directing the Secretary of the Senate to 
make a correction in the enrollment of the 
bill S. 47. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. BLUNT. I ask unanimous consent 
that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 21) was agreed to. 

(The concurrent resolution is printed 
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted 
Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. BLUNT. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

One of those items was an enrolling 
correction and the other was funding 
for committees. Our committees are 
beginning to do their work, and this 
makes it, obviously, appropriate and 
possible for them to do that. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

THE GREEN NEW DEAL 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I just lis-
tened to the other debate on the floor, 
and it reminded me of the fact that our 
friends on the other side of the aisle in-
troduced a resolution calling on the 
Federal Government to adopt what 
they call the Green New Deal. 

From my point of view, the legisla-
tion is pretty far outside the main-
stream in what it is proposing and how 
it is proposing the problems we should 
be debating. I don’t have any problem 
with that. Those problems should be 
solved, and even though it seems pret-
ty far outside the mainstream of 
thought, at least 12 of our colleagues in 
the Senate have cosponsored it. The 
majority leader thought it would be 
fair if we had that idea out there—it is 
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