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That is why I believe Andrew Wheel-

er is the wrong person to lead the EPA. 
Just when we need Democrats and Re-
publicans to come together to find 
fresh ideas to combat climate change, 
he basically says that it really isn’t a 
threat at all. 

It really isn’t a threat to Mr. Wheel-
er, and he is making the climate 
change challenge worse by basically 
suppressing the authority and the abil-
ity of the Agency to take this existen-
tial challenge head-on. 

The mission of the EPA is all about 
protecting human health, fighting for 
clean air, fighting for clean water, and 
fighting on behalf of Americans from 
sea to shining sea. 

Andrew Wheeler fights for those who 
endanger our health and pollute our air 
and water. This isn’t a tough call. I am 
a no on a nomination that represents 
danger and going backward. I urge my 
colleagues to stay with me. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEBRASKA-LINCOLN 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 

rise today because in 1869, 150 years 
ago, the Nebraska Legislature unani-
mously passed and our Governor signed 
legislation that established the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. 

The Morrill-Land Grant Colleges Act, 
signed into law by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1862, provided Nebraska 
with land to establish colleges focused 
on agriculture and the mechanic arts. 
The university opened its doors in our 
State capital, Lincoln, where we honor 
President Lincoln’s namesake. 

Since then, the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln has grown to an enroll-
ment of over 25,000 students, providing 
over 5,000 new graduates to the work-
force each year and over $2 billion in 
annual economic impact for Nebraska 
across our 93 counties. 

The university holds a special place 
in my heart. I am a graduate of the 
university. Staying true to its roots, 
UNL remains a national leader in 
water, agriculture, and rural develop-
ment research, helping to transform 
our State, which was once called the 
Great American Desert, into one of the 
greatest agricultural exporting regions 
in the world. 

On top of equipping Nebraskans with 
the skills to feed the world, the univer-
sity has emerged as a leading institu-
tion for early childhood education and 
national security and defense research. 

The university’s sports teams unite 
our Nebraska communities, and they 
fuel our pride in our great State. 
Whether it is to cheer on our five-time 
national championship winning foot-
ball team at Memorial Stadium or at 
the Devaney Center to support one of 
our State’s treasures, the five-time na-
tional champion women’s volleyball 
team, Lincoln is filled with a sea of 
Husker red on game days. 

What is more, the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln leads the Nation with 
333 Academic All-Americans across our 
Cornhusker sports teams. 

The university is also important to 
the culture of our State, showcasing 
some of the best of the good life—at-
tractions such as the State Museum, 
which is the largest natural history 
museum in Nebraska or the Larsen 
Tractor Test and Power Museum or the 
East Campus Dairy Store known across 
our State for its wonderful cheese and, 
of course, ice cream. 

The university, like our State, has 
grown and accomplished much over the 
last century and a half, and that is why 
my colleague from Nebraska and I have 
introduced a Senate resolution recog-
nizing UNL’s 150th anniversary on Feb-
ruary 15 of 2019. 

This is a formal way for this body to 
extend our congratulations to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln on this 
special milestone in its history. I urge 
my colleagues to support the passage 
of the resolution because, as my col-
league and I know so well, there is no 
place like Nebraska. 

Here is to the next 150 years and be-
yond for the University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln. 

Madam President, I yield some time 
to my colleague from Nebraska so that 
he may make remarks on this resolu-
tion as well. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
Mr. SASSE. Madam President, I 

thank my senior Senator, DEB FISCHER, 
for her leadership and drawing atten-
tion to the 150th anniversary of the 
University of Nebraska. Senator FISCH-
ER is a tireless champion of our State 
and of this special university, her alma 
mater. 

I am sad to admit in public that I am 
not a graduate of the University of Ne-
braska, but I had lied about my age for 
many, many years to be able to vend 
and sell concessions at Huskers sport-
ing events before I was old enough to 
do it so that I could be deeply affiliated 
with this institution, even though I 
didn’t graduate from there. 

I salute my senior Senator and her 
leadership in drawing attention to this. 
I want to tell stories about Coach 
Osborne, who was my boyhood hero, 
about crying as a 12-year-old after the 
January 2, 1984, national championship 
game in Miami, about Scott Frost and 
how he is going to soon lead us back to 
the promised land, but I have already 
been warned by the Presiding Officer 
that the Senate has some informal un-
written rules that actually prohibit 
football evangelism on the floor. 

I will move along to celebrate, with 
my senior Senator, our volleyball na-
tional championships, our bowling na-
tional championships, and the fact that 
Nebraska is or was once known as the 
Great American Desert, and we are 
now the most trade-dependent, export- 
dependent State per capita in the 
Union precisely because we live on the 

great Ogallala Aquifer, the most pro-
ductive land anywhere on Earth and at 
any point in the history of the Earth. 

We grow so much more food than we 
can ever conceivably consume that we 
feed the world from Nebraska, and a 
huge part of that is because of the ag 
extension programs of the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. There are a lot of 
great Americans and great patriots 
who serve at the University of Ne-
braska on the faculty, in the adminis-
tration, and donors and alumni and our 
current students, and the 150th anni-
versary is a great moment for our 
State. All 50 States have colleges and 
universities they are proud of, but 
there is no State that is more identi-
fied with its university than Nebraska. 
I would like to join my senior Senator 
and applaud her for her leadership in 
bringing this resolution today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
thank my colleague from Nebraska for 
his words and recognizing the impor-
tance of the University of Nebraska to 
our State as an economic engine of the 
State, as an institution that draws on 
the strengths of the State of Nebraska, 
and especially looking at Innovation 
Campus at the University in Lincoln, 
where there is a focus on water and on 
food. We are blessed in Nebraska with 
that water resource, and we do feed the 
world. 

Madam President, as in legislative 
session, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 82, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 82) recognizing the 
150th anniversary of the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The resolution (S. Res. 82) was agreed 

to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. CASEY. I ask unanimous consent 

to speak as in morning business. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
NOMINATION OF ANDREW WHEELER 

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise 
today to talk about the debate that we 
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are having with regard to the nomina-
tion or, I should say, confirmation of 
the EPA Administrator. 

All of us in this Chamber and the 
other body, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives—frankly, anyone in gov-
ernment—has an obligation to act in 
accordance with a goal of being good 
stewards of the Earth. Some might call 
it creation care—care of God’s cre-
ation. 

Unfortunately, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, under its current 
leadership, is, in my judgment, failing 
to meet that obligation. From day one, 
the administration has prioritized gut-
ting environmental protections and 
rolling back policies that had us on a 
path toward a more sustainable future. 

From attacking the Clean Power 
Plan to weakening methane protection 
standards, this administration has re-
peatedly prioritized the interests of 
polluters over the health and wellness 
of the American people. 

Andrew Wheeler, the nominee, if he 
is confirmed to run the EPA or, I 
should say, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, which we call the EPA— 
this assault on clean air, clean water, 
and so many other protections will 
continue if he is, in fact, confirmed. 

Some of the most troubling EPA ac-
tions have come while Mr. Wheeler has 
been running the EPA in an acting ca-
pacity. 

In recent weeks, the EPA has decided 
to move forward with a rollback of the 
clean car standard and to gut the mer-
cury and air toxics rule. These moves 
will harm public health and the health 
of our children, in particular. 

The American Lung Association re-
ports that 5 Pennsylvania counties, 5 of 
our 67 counties, which are home to ap-
proximately 4 million people, rank 
among the top 25 counties most pol-
luted by particulate matter year 
round. 

Rolling back the clean car standards 
and clean air standards will cause more 
exposure to harmful pollutants that 
lead to increased mortality, res-
piratory problems, emergency room 
visits, and work-loss days. 

As we know, the transportation sec-
tor is the largest source of greenhouse 
gas emissions in the United States. We 
also know that the MATS rule, the so- 
called mercury and air toxics rule, is 
an environmental and public health 
success story. 

Mercury pollution is particularly 
harmful for unborn children, who are 
much more sensitive to exposure and 
who may suffer neurological and devel-
opmental problems. 

Powerplant mercury emissions have 
declined by 90 percent because of the 
MATS rule. This was achieved ahead of 
schedule and at one-third of the pro-
jected cost. Let me say that again. 
Powerplant mercury emissions have 
declined by 90 percent because of the 
MATS rule. This was achieved ahead of 
schedule and at one-third of the sched-
uled cost. 

Let me give testimony from two 
Pennsylvanians—partial testimonies, 

though they are from longer letters 
that they wrote to us. 

Mollie Michel of South Philadelphia 
wrote to me, and I am quoting her: 

As parents, my husband and I spend a lot 
of time making sure our daughters are safe 
and healthy. We make sure they eat healthy 
foods, get enough sleep, do their homework, 
and treat each other and their peers with 
kindness and respect. But the one thing we 
cannot control is the air they breathe. For 
that, we rely upon our elected officials to 
enact the policies that protect the health 
and well-being of my children. 

The only thing I would correct in 
Mollie’s excerpt of her letter is that it 
is the obligation not just of elected of-
ficials but of appointed officials, as 
well—those confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
ate, in this case, the Administrator of 
the EPA. Of course, it is our duty, as 
elected officials, to make sure that we 
confirm people who will meet the le-
gitimate expectations of a mom like 
Mollie. 

Patrice from Gibsonia, PA, wrote to 
me to say: 

As a mom of two boys, I am deeply con-
cerned by the track record of Acting Admin-
istrator Wheeler. He has spent his time at 
EPA proposing and implementing dangerous 
rollbacks to and attacks on pollution protec-
tions. He is putting our children’s health and 
future at risk. 

So said Patrice of Gibsonia. 
While we are on the subject of major 

threats to the environment, major 
threats to our communities, to our 
children, and to our families, we can-
not forget about climate change itself. 
Climate change is a threat to the 
health and well-being of our children 
and future generations. We must take 
action to address the global climate 
crisis with a sense of urgency and de-
termination. The effects of climate 
change are real and have become 
worse, and unless we take action, we 
are going to be in a position where it 
will be impossible to take any action if 
we do it too late. 

We can address the challenge of cli-
mate change and continue to protect 
jobs. We can and we must do both. One 
is not exclusive of the other. We have 
already demonstrated that we can 
make advancements in clean energy 
and that it can happen quickly while 
also benefiting the economy and cre-
ating jobs. 

According to the Business Council for 
Sustainable Energy and Bloomberg 
New Energy Finance, renewables—re-
newable sources of energy—now ac-
count for 18 percent of power genera-
tion in the United States, up from just 
9 percent in 2008. 

According to the 2018 U.S. Energy 
Employment Report, the wind and 
solar industries support three times as 
many jobs as oil and gas—three times 
as many jobs as oil and gas. According 
to S&P Global, battery storage cost for 
a 20-megawatt facility declined by 40 
percent in 2018. So I think it is entirely 
possible, and the data proves it, to deal 
with this crisis, to meet our obliga-
tions, to continue to create and grow 
jobs, and also to make sure that our 
economy grows as well. 

I live in a State where more than a 
generation ago we passed a State Con-
stitution provision. Article I, section 27 
of the Pennsylvania Constitution says 
in pertinent part that people have a 
right to clean air, pure water, and to 
the preservation of the natural scenic, 
historic, and aesthetic values of the en-
vironment. That constitutional provi-
sion goes on to say that we are trust-
ees. We, the citizens of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, are the trust-
ees of our natural resources, and they 
specifically talk about future genera-
tions. 

That is my obligation, not only as a 
citizen of the Commonwealth and not 
only as an elected official but, I be-
lieve, as an American as well. 

To confront these crises—whether it 
is attacks on clean power standards, 
clean air and clean water standards or 
whether it is the challenge of climate 
change itself—we need an EPA and an 
EPA Administrator who is totally com-
mitted to that same spirit that is set 
forth in that State constitutional pro-
vision that the people have a right to 
clean air and clean water, and, I would 
argue in a larger sense, the right to the 
kind of creation here that is connected 
directly to the question of climate 
change. 

We are talking about God’s creation 
and preserving His creation. If we are 
trying to preserve God’s creation, we 
better make sure we nominate and con-
firm people committed to preserving 
creation itself. We are but stewards of 
that creation. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMEMBERING COLONEL JOE JACKSON AND 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHARLES KETTLES 

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
commemorate two Medal of Honor re-
cipients who passed away last month. 
Every Medal of Honor recipient has 
served his country with extraordinary 
valor and with little or no regard for 
his own life and safety. 

Air Force Col. Joe Jackson and Army 
LTC Charles Kettles were no excep-
tions. They were both pilots and both 
served honorably in the Vietnam war. 
Both were responsible for extraor-
dinary rescue missions of American 
soldiers trapped deep behind enemy 
lines against incredible odds. These 
two men were patriots who by chance, 
skill, and strength of character became 
true American heroes. They are gone 
now, but their legacies and examples 
will always live on. It is up to us to 
learn from them. 

Col. Joe Jackson passed away on 
January 12 at the age of 95. 

Jackson enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps in 1941, serving as a gunnery in-
structor for the duration of World War 
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II. But he may never have been a 
pilot—may never have been a hero—if 
not for a chance event in that war. 

One of his friends, a flight engineer, 
fell ill right before a B–25 bomber 
flight. Jackson agreed to take his 
place. During the flight, one of the en-
gines caught fire. The pilot didn’t 
know what to do, but Jackson did. His 
timely instructions helped extinguish 
the fire, possibly saving the aircraft. 
Emboldened by this incident, Jackson 
decided to become a pilot—and he did, 
flying 107 missions as an F–84 
Thunderjet pilot during the Korean 
war and becoming one of the very first 
pilots of the U–2 spy plane. 

That in itself would be a pretty dis-
tinguished career of honorable service, 
but Joe Jackson returned for more, 
decades later. At the age of 45 he an-
swered the call of service once again, 
volunteering with the Air Force’s 311th 
Air Commando Squadron to fly cargo 
planes in Vietnam. It is not often a 
cargo pilot gets a chance to distinguish 
himself in combat, but it was in that 
very role that Joe Jackson earned the 
Nation’s highest honor. 

May 12, 1968, was supposed to be a 
routine cargo mission for Joe Jackson 
and the crew of his C–123. That all 
changed when the American special 
forces camp at Kham Duc was attacked 
by the North Vietnamese. As the Viet 
Cong overran the camp and established 
firing positions just off the landing 
strip, an emergency evacuation began 
of the much smaller American contin-
gent. 

The evacuation quickly turned into a 
turkey shoot. Eight aircraft and heli-
copters were shot down or destroyed on 
the runway during the desperate evacu-
ation of Kham Duc. In a horrible trag-
edy, one cargo plane was shot down by 
North Vietnamese forces shortly after 
takeoff. All aboard the aircraft per-
ished—the American air crew, plus 
some 150 South Vietnamese civilians. 
Eventually, the airlift succeeded in 
evacuating nearly all of the camp’s 
survivors. But as the last scheduled 
plane left the runway and the order 
was given to bomb the remainder of the 
camp, a horrible discovery was made: 
Three American soldiers had acciden-
tally been left on the ground. Joe Jack-
son’s plane was the closest to the area, 
so he made a split-second decision. 
‘‘We’re going in,’’ he said. 

The C–123 cargo plane was not known 
for its agility, but Joe Jackson tested 
its limits as an aircraft. He banked the 
plane into a breathtaking turn and de-
scent, dropping 9,000 feet to the runway 
in a matter of seconds. The plane in-
stantly drew fire from the enemy, in-
cluding an anti-armor rocket that 
crashed just shy of the aircraft but, 
providentially, did not detonate. The 
three beleaguered soldiers boarded Joe 
Jackson’s aircraft, and he gunned it, 
lifting them to safety. 

That terrible assault on Kham Duc 
exacted a high toll in American lives. 
But thanks to Joe Jackson’s quick wits 
and skillful flying, that toll was much 
lower. 

Joe Jackson remained in the Air 
Force until 1974, when he retired as a 
full colonel. He taught at the Air Force 
Air War College so that future pilots 
could learn from his example. Then he 
worked for Boeing, helping that great 
company build airplanes for use in 
peacetime, not just wartime. He ulti-
mately settled in Kent, WA, with 
Rosamund, his wife, to whom he was 
married for 74 years and with whom he 
had two children. 

Joe Jackson was awarded the Medal 
of Honor by President Lyndon Johnson 
in January of 1969. He later described 
the heavy burden that recipients of 
that honor must shoulder. He said: 

I have to represent the thousands of Amer-
icans who have served the country. You have 
to make them proud of what you have done 
and what they have done. 

As a former soldier and as an Amer-
ican, let me state that there can be no 
finer representative of courage under 
fire than Joe Jackson. May he rest in 
peace. 

LTC Charles Kettles passed away on 
January 21 at the age of 89. 

Kettles was a helicopter pilot with 
the Army’s 176th Assault Helicopter 
Company, 14th Combat Aviation Bat-
talion, Task Force Oregon. 

Flying was in Kettles’ blood. He was 
born in Ypsilanti, MI, to a father who 
had flown for the Canadian Royal Air 
Force in World War I and later for the 
U.S. Army Air Corps in World War II. 

Kettles was drafted in 1951, which 
began a whirlwind of Active Duty tours 
in Korea, Japan, and Thailand. He re-
turned to the armed services in 1963, 
volunteering as a pilot. That is one 
thing to note about Charles Kettles. He 
was always willing to volunteer for 
dangerous assignments. Vietnam would 
give him many opportunities to volun-
teer. 

On May 15, 1967, then-Major Kettles 
volunteered to lead a flight of six 
Hueys to reinforce the brigade of the 
101st Airborne Division that had been 
ambushed by a battalion of North Viet-
namese. 

The situation was pretty hairy. It 
pitted Americans against hundreds of 
the VC, and the Americans were taking 
heavy fire. Worse still, they were 
trapped in little cover in what was 
called ‘‘Chump Valley,’’ so nicknamed 
because only a chump would go there. 

Major Kettles and his team landed 
under heavy fire from the enemy. One 
of the aviators later recalled that the 
tracers were ‘‘like rain . . . coming 
straight out of the wood line.’’ So in-
tense was the enemy fire that several 
Americans were killed as they ap-
proached the evacuation zone. Never-
theless, Major Kettles stayed until re-
inforcements were offloaded and 
wounded soldiers were brought on 
board. 

After that insertion, Major Kettles 
returned to the battlefield a second 
time when his helicopter was raked 
front to back by machine-gun fire. Me-
chanics later counted 40 holes in his 
Huey. Major Kettles’ gunner was seri-

ously wounded in this trip, but Kettles 
piloted his aircraft, limping back to 
base streaming fuel. 

Those two flights would be a full 
day’s work and then some for any avi-
ator, but Major Kettles wasn’t done 
yet. 

Later that day, with the situation in 
the valley growing yet more desperate, 
Kettles volunteered for a third time to 
evacuate the remaining 44 soldiers. So 
dangerous was the situation that Ket-
tles was ordered to stand down. How-
ever, he disobeyed that order. 

Kettles led six helicopters on a third 
landing as fiercely contested by the 
enemy as the previous two. Soon the 
last helicopter reported all personnel 
were evacuated off the ground, and the 
helicopters evacuated the area. The all 
clear had been given too soon; a small 
group of American soldiers who were 
bravely fighting a rearguard action had 
been left behind. 

One of those soldiers later recalled 
the feeling when he saw the helicopters 
disappear over the jungle canopy: ‘‘If 
it’s possible for your heart to fall into 
your boots, that’s what mine did.’’ 

There were now eight Americans 
stranded in Chump Valley against hun-
dreds of Viet Cong. Those are long odds 
even for the Screaming Eagles of the 
101st. 

So for the fourth time that day—the 
fourth time—in a split-second decision, 
Kettles turned around his aircraft to 
land in a hot LZ. This time he returned 
alone with no gunship support. 

When he landed, a mortar exploded 
near the front of his aircraft, blowing 
out his Huey’s chin bubble, wind-
shields, tail boom, and rotor. His heli-
copter returned with 40 holes and was 
600 pounds overweight because all eight 
American soldiers were onboard. They 
all attribute their survival to his brave 
actions. 

Kettles was later awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross for his extraor-
dinary courage and self-sacrifice, but 
he wasn’t immediately awarded the 
Medal of Honor. There is one thing 
Charles Kettles wouldn’t volunteer 
for—the spotlight. He accepted the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross and moved on 
with his life, retiring from the military 
in 1978 after another tour in Vietnam. 

Kettles moved back to Michigan, 
where he taught aviation management 
at Eastern Michigan University and 
worked for Chrysler Pentastar Avia-
tion. He married twice and had nine 
children, who survive him, along with 
his wife Ann. 

That is how the Kettles’ story may 
have ended if not for a local historian 
who persuaded Congress and the Army 
to reopen the file. When they did, it be-
came apparent to all that he deserved 
the Nation’s highest honor. Charles 
Kettles was awarded the Medal of 
Honor in 2016 at the young age of 86. 
Kettles did what he could to downplay 
his role in saving his comrades in arms. 
According to him, ‘‘The bottom line of 
the whole thing is simply that those 44 
[soldiers] did get out of there and are 
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not a statistic on that wall in DC. The 
rest of it is rather immaterial, frank-
ly.’’ 

Pardon me here if I disagree for once 
with Lieutenant Colonel Kettles. It 
was due to his bravery that those 44 
soldiers returned alive and back to 
their families. On the battlefield, valor 
is hardly immaterial; it is essential. 
Charles Kettles proved that on his four 
volunteer rescue flights that fateful 
day. 

May he rest in peace. May both of 
these great warriors rest in peace. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Hampshire. 
TRIBUTE TO MAURA KEEFE 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
come to the floor this afternoon with 
mixed emotions—mixed emotions be-
cause I feel a tremendous sense of grat-
itude but also sadness because at the 
end of this month, tomorrow, after 
more than a decade of working to-
gether, my chief of staff, Maura Keefe, 
will leave to start a new adventure. 

Maura is here on the floor today with 
my new chief of staff, Chad 
Kreikemeier, and most of our staff here 
in DC are in the Gallery watching. Ev-
eryone is here because we think so 
much of Maura, and we are so sad that 
she is leaving but wish her Godspeed in 
everything she does. She has been an 
incredible asset as we worked together 
to improve the lives of Granite Staters. 

I must thank her for her service and 
share some of the memories from the 
past 10 years. In New Hampshire, where 
we are the home of the first primary 
State, public service and political en-
gagement are part of our culture. It is 
a culture that is epitomized by Maura 
and her family. 

Maura helped me get elected in 2008. 
Actually, she helped me before that—in 
2002, when I didn’t win the election. De-
spite our loss, she came back and she 
worked with me in 2008, and then when 
we won, she set up the office. She had 
already accumulated several careers by 
that time in political campaigns and 
nonprofits and in the private sector. At 
each and every step along the way, 
Maura made new friendships, and she 
blazed a trail of accomplishments. Her 
time with us has certainly been no dif-
ferent. 

I remember right after that election, 
she and a small group of people were 
working to set up the office. She 
showed me the files of people who were 
interested in working on the staff. I 
was down here for orientation, and she 
and the woman who would become the 
deputy chief of staff spent the whole 
weekend—while I was running around 
doing fun things, they were working 
into the night to go through those 
résumés to hire the best possible people 
to open the office. 

Maura’s father, who served as chief of 
staff to New Hampshire Senator Tom 
McIntyre, whose seat I now hold, would 
be very proud of everything she has 
done and all of her accomplishments. 

I will never be able to thank her 
enough for building our wonderful 

team, for hiring a staff of dedicated 
public servants who work hard for the 
people of New Hampshire. 

Those of us who have had the pleas-
ure to work with Maura know her sense 
of humor. She does great birthday 
cards that are very funny. Every 
month when we do birthdays in the of-
fice, she does farewell cards that are 
sort of testimonials but more roasts— 
or equally roast and testimonial. Her 
sense of humanity is also what makes 
her special. I have certainly benefited 
from both of these over the last 10 
years. 

Maura is going to be missed, not just 
in our offices here in Washington and 
in New Hampshire but throughout the 
Senate because for the last several 
years, she has played an important 
leadership role among the Democratic 
chiefs of staff and among the women 
chiefs of staff. She has made a positive 
difference for all of our offices, and she 
has made important and constructive 
inroads with Senate leadership on both 
sides of the aisle. Her presence will be 
missed by so many people in this insti-
tution. 

Of course she is going to be missed 
for forging important consensus on the 
golf course as well. Our office does a 
golf outing every summer, and Maura 
is always the one who comes out on top 
in those golf outings. She has two holes 
in one, and she displays the plaques for 
those holes in one on the wall that is 
between our two offices. They are a re-
minder that from the Capitol to the tee 
box and everywhere in between, Maura 
is a fierce competitor. 

Over the last 10 years, there have 
been real historic moments. I hope 
those moments will be the cornerstone 
of Maura’s memories from the Senate— 
the passage of healthcare reform that 
was decades in the making, ushering in 
the first bipartisan energy efficiency 
legislation in a generation, working to 
put a woman on the twenty-dollar bill, 
increasing funding and resources to 
combat the opioid crisis, expanding 
critical investments for the Office on 
Violence Against Women, and so many 
other critical infrastructure projects, 
changes in New Hampshire that have 
meant jobs and that have improved the 
lives of so many of our citizens. 

Perhaps the most succinct descrip-
tion of Maura can be credited to Con-
gresswoman ROSA DELAURO, for whom 
Maura worked as chief of staff in the 
1990s. Congresswoman DELAURO once 
told a reporter aptly that Maura is 
‘‘someone who doesn’t mince words.’’ I 
can attest to that. When I do things 
that she thinks are not quite what I 
ought to be doing, she doesn’t mince 
words; she lets me have it. 

I am going to greatly miss her daily 
doses of wisdom and wit. Her sup-
porting counsel has always been in-
valuable to me. I can’t thank her 
enough for her dedicated service. 

Thank you, Maura. We are all going 
to miss you but me, most of all. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

NOMINATION OF ANDREW WHEELER 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, as we 

are considering the leadership of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, I 
think we should pause a moment to 
recognize this administration’s record 
on the environment—or should I say 
the missed opportunities—and what 
this administration has done in moving 
America in the wrong direction on en-
vironmental protection. This adminis-
tration’s record in dealing with the 
greatest challenge we have—global cli-
mate change—is deplorable. 

I had the opportunity to lead a dele-
gation of 10 Members of the Senate to 
the Paris climate talks in which U.S. 
leadership demonstrated our ability to 
get universal consensus that climate 
change is real, is happening, that it is 
primarily caused by the activities we 
do here on Earth, and that we can 
make a difference in the trajectory of 
climate change and the impact it will 
have on our lives. If we follow what 
science tells us, we can change the 
course for the better for future genera-
tions. 

I saw in Paris the importance of U.S. 
leadership. We had been trying for a 
long time to get a global agreement to 
deal with this challenge. It wasn’t 
until America’s leadership in Paris 
that we were able to get a global con-
sensus. In fact, every country in the 
world signed on to the Paris Agree-
ment and recognized that every nation 
has the responsibility to respond be-
cause what happens in the environment 
knows no state boundaries—we are all 
in this together. 

Then there was the election of Don-
ald Trump as President of the United 
States. One of his first actions was to 
withdraw America from the Paris cli-
mate agreement. America became the 
only Nation in the world not to be part 
of the global effort to deal with cli-
mate change. 

Our leadership was now going to be 
lost, but the Trump administration 
didn’t stop there. They have withdrawn 
the powerplant rules even though it 
was in 2007 that the Supreme Court, in 
Massachusetts v. EPA, determined that 
carbon dioxide is a dangerous air pol-
lutant and is required to be regulated 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency under the clean air rules. Yet 
the administration is moving in the 
other direction as it relates to clean 
air. 

They did the same thing with water. 
The Supreme Court issued certain deci-
sions in regard to regulated waters. It 
required Congress to act. Congress 
didn’t act. The administration under 
President Obama issued regulations 
that were similar to what we had be-
fore the Supreme Court decision, and 
now the Trump administration has 
withdrawn those regulations as they 
relate to clean water. 

The list goes on. The Trump adminis-
tration is now backing down on CAFE 
standards. That is energy efficiencies 
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