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Senate and who has been designated to per-
form services for the Commission, the pro-
fessional staff member shall continue to be 
paid by the Member or committee, as the 
case may be, but the account from which the 
professional staff member is paid shall be re-
imbursed for the services of the professional 
staff member (including agency contribu-
tions when appropriate) out of funds made 
available under subsection (c). 

(C) DUTIES.—Each professional staff mem-
ber designated under subparagraph (A) 
shall— 

(i) serve all members of the Commission; 
and 

(ii) carry out such other functions as the 
co-chairperson designating the professional 
staff member may specify. 

(c) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The expenses of the Com-

mission shall be paid from the Contingent 
Fund of the Senate, out of the account of 
Miscellaneous Items, upon vouchers ap-
proved jointly by the co-chairpersons (except 
that vouchers shall not be required for the 
disbursement of salaries of employees who 
are paid at an annual rate of pay). 

(2) AMOUNTS AVAILABLE.—For any fiscal 
year, not more than $200,000 shall be ex-
pended for employees and expenses. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 81—CALLING 
FOR ACCOUNTABILITY AND JUS-
TICE FOR THE ASSASSINATION 
OF BORIS NEMTSOV 

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. WICKER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. JOHNSON, 
and Mr. GARDNER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 81 

Whereas Boris Nemtsov was a Russian 
statesman, who over twenty-five years of 
public service served as Member of Par-
liament, Governor of the Nizhny Novgorod 
Region, and First Deputy Prime Minister of 
Russia; 

Whereas Boris Nemtsov throughout his life 
showed an unwavering commitment to the 
ideals of democracy, freedom, and the rule of 
law, and to upholding the rights and dignity 
of Russian citizens; 

Whereas Boris Nemtsov was a powerful 
voice in opposition to the authoritarianism 
and corruption of Vladimir Putin’s govern-
ment, publicizing its abuses, leading street 
protests against election fraud and the war 
on Ukraine, and successfully advocating for 
international sanctions on human rights vio-
lators; 

Whereas Boris Nemtsov was co-chairman 
of a leading opposition party, won election 
to the Yaroslavl Regional Duma in 2013, and 
was planning to run for the Russian Par-
liament in 2016 and challenge Vladimir Putin 
for the presidency in 2018; 

Whereas, on the evening of February 27, 
2015, Boris Nemtsov was shot in the back and 
killed as he walked across Bolshoi 
Moskvoretsky Bridge near the Kremlin in 
Moscow; 

Whereas, on March 7 and 8, 2015, Russian 
authorities arrested five individuals, all of 
them natives of the Chechen Republic, on 
suspicion of carrying out the assassination, 
while a sixth suspect allegedly blew himself 
up during the attempted arrest; 

Whereas the defendants were tried at the 
Moscow District Military Court, which on 
June 29, 2017, found them guilty of carrying 
out the assassination of Boris Nemtsov, and 
on July 13, 2017, sentenced them to different 
prison terms; 

Whereas, at the time of the assassination, 
the now-convicted gunman, Zaur Dadayev, 
was serving as a Lieutenant in the Internal 
Troops of the Interior Ministry of the Rus-
sian Federation and as Deputy Battalion 
Commander in the ‘‘Sever’’ (‘‘North’’) Regi-
ment stationed in the Chechen Republic, 
under the command of the Internal Troops 
Commander, General Viktor Zolotov, and 
the Kremlin-backed head of the Chechen Re-
public, Ramzan Kadyrov; 

Whereas Ramzan Kadyrov has called Lieu-
tenant Zaur Dadayev a ‘‘true patriot’’ and 
has publicly referred to Boris Nemtsov as an 
‘‘enemy of Russia’’; 

Whereas by Decree No. 115 issued on March 
8, 2015, President Vladimir Putin awarded 
Ramzan Kadyrov the Order of Honor; 

Whereas, according to reports published in 
RBC newspaper on January 20, 2016, General 
Alexander Bastrykin, chairman of the Inves-
tigative Committee of the Russian Federa-
tion, has on two occasions prevented inves-
tigators from indicting Major Ruslan 
Geremeyev, Battalion Commander in the 
‘‘Sever’’ (‘‘North’’) Regiment of the Internal 
Troops of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
the Russian Federation stationed in the 
Chechen Republic and a close associate of 
Ramzan Kadyrov, as an organizer in the as-
sassination; 

Whereas, according to reports published in 
Novaya Gazeta newspaper on December 9, 
2016, operatives of the Federal Security Serv-
ice of the Russian Federation in the Chechen 
Republic have failed to serve Major Ruslan 
Geremeyev with a summons for questioning 
as a witness, reporting to their superiors 
that on the sole occasion they attempted to 
do so, ‘‘nobody opened the door’’; 

Whereas, despite requests from the legal 
team representing Boris Nemtsov’s family, 
the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation and the Moscow District Military 
Court have refused to question high-ranking 
persons of interest, including Ramzan 
Kadyrov and General Viktor Zolotov; 

Whereas the Investigative Committee of 
the Russian Federation has, to this day, not 
issued any indictments against the orga-
nizers or masterminds of the assassination of 
Boris Nemtsov, with the exception of Major 
Ruslan Geremeyev’s driver, Ruslan 
Mukhudinov, who is named alongside ‘‘other 
unidentified persons’’; 

Whereas the Investigative Committee of 
the Russian Federation and the Moscow Dis-
trict Military Court have refused to classify 
the assassination of Boris Nemtsov under Ar-
ticle 277 of the Criminal Code as ‘‘encroach-
ment on the life of a statesman or a public 
figure,’’ choosing instead Article 105 that 
deals with common domestic murders; 

Whereas, throughout the proceedings at 
the Moscow District Military Court, the 
judge repeatedly disallowed questions relat-
ing to political motives behind the assas-
sination; 

Whereas the Federal Protective Service of 
the Russian Federation has refused to re-
lease video footage from the security cam-
eras on Bolshoi Moskvoretsky Bridge from 
the night of the assassination, claiming in a 
letter to State Duma Member Dmitry 
Gudkov on November 6, 2015, that the bridge 
next to the Kremlin is ‘‘not a protected ob-
ject’’; 

Whereas, on May 18, 2017, the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Europe ap-
pointed Lithuanian Member of Parliament 
Emanuelis Zingeris as its special rapporteur 
on the need to shed light on the background 
of the murder of Boris Nemtsov, with a man-
date to review and report on the case and on 
the progress of the official Russian inves-
tigation; 

Whereas, on May 24, 2018, the Russian For-
eign Ministry informed Emanuelis Zingeris 

that he is forbidden from entering the Rus-
sian Federation; 

Whereas, at its twenty-seventh annual ses-
sion held on July 7–11, 2018, the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
adopted a resolution urging Russian authori-
ties to ‘‘undertake a new, full and thorough 
investigation into the February 2015 assas-
sination of Boris Nemtsov’’; 

Whereas, on July 8, 2018, the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe held a public 
event to discuss the need for OSCE oversight 
of the official Russian investigation into the 
assassination of Boris Nemtsov; 

Whereas the United States and the Russian 
Federation are full members of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe; 

Whereas the OSCE Moscow Document has 
established that ‘‘issues relating to human 
rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy 
and the rule of law. . . are matters of direct 
and legitimate concern to all participating 
States and do not belong exclusively to the 
internal affairs of the State concerned’’; 

Whereas, on February 27, 2018, Washington, 
D.C. designated the street in front of the 
Embassy of the Russian Federation as ‘‘Boris 
Nemtsov Plaza’’ to honor Mr. Nemtsov; and 

Whereas, on February 22, 2019, the Presi-
dent of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, George Tsereteli, appointed Swedish 
Member of Parliament and Vice President of 
the Assembly Margareta Cederfelt as the 
rapporteur on the investigation of the assas-
sination of Boris Nemtsov, with a mandate 
to review and report on the case and on the 
progress of the official Russian investiga-
tion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the life of Russian oppo-

sition leader Boris Nemtsov and his work to 
advance democracy and human rights in 
Russia; 

(2) condemns Vladimir Putin and his re-
gime for targeting political opponents and 
working to cover up the assassination of 
Boris Nemtsov; 

(3) urges the United States Government, in 
all its interactions with the Government of 
the Russian Federation, to raise the case of 
the assassination of Boris Nemtsov and un-
derscore the necessity of bringing the orga-
nizers and masterminds to justice; 

(4) supports the efforts by the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe and 
its Parliamentary Assembly to initiate over-
sight of the official Russian investigation 
into the assassination of Boris Nemtsov; 

(5) calls on the Government of the Russian 
Federation to allow an impartial inter-
national investigation of the assassination of 
Boris Nemtsov and to cooperate with the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe and 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe in their ongoing inquiries over this 
case; 

(6) calls on the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of the Treasury to use their au-
thority under the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of 
Law Accountability Act (title IV of Public 
Law 112–208) and the Global Magnitsky 
Human Rights Accountability Act (subtitle 
F of title XII of Public Law 114–328) to des-
ignate individuals whom they determine to 
have been involved in the assassination of 
Boris Nemtsov as perpetrators, organizers, 
or masterminds, on the list of specially des-
ignated nationals and blocked persons main-
tained by the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol of the Department of the Treasury, 
freezing their assets and making them ineli-
gible to receive United States visas; and 
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(7) calls on the Secretary of State, in con-

sultation with the Director of National In-
telligence, to prepare and submit to Congress 
a report detailing the circumstances of the 
February 27, 2015, assassination of Boris 
Nemtsov, including the list of individuals 
whom they determine to have been involved 
in the assassination as perpetrators, orga-
nizers, or masterminds, and identifying what 
measures, if any, have been taken by the 
Government of the Russian Federation to in-
vestigate this crime and bring its perpetra-
tors, organizers, and masterminds to justice, 
and evaluating the effectiveness of such 
measures. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 82—RECOG-
NIZING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NE-
BRASKA-LINCOLN 
Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 

SASSE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 82 

Whereas Congress passed the Act of July 2, 
1862 (commonly known as the ‘‘First Morrill 
Act’’) (12 Stat. 503, chapter 130; 7 U.S.C. 301 
et seq.), which was signed by President Abra-
ham Lincoln, to allow for the establishment 
of land-grant colleges offering programs 
teaching agriculture and the mechanic arts; 

Whereas, on February 15, 1869, the Ne-
braska Legislature unanimously passed, and 
Nebraska Governor David Butler signed, leg-
islation enabling the founding of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska; 

Whereas the charter for the University of 
Nebraska established the University of Ne-
braska as a university ‘‘to afford to the in-
habitants of this State, the means of acquir-
ing a thorough knowledge of the various 
branches of literature, science and the arts’’; 

Whereas, in 1871, the University of Ne-
braska opened its doors to men and women 
across the State of Nebraska, with an inau-
gural class of 130 students; 

Whereas the University of Nebraska, now 
known as the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln, has grown to an enrollment of 25,820 
students; 

Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln is a national leader in academic excel-
lence, research, and service; 

Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln has a $2,000,000,000 annual economic im-
pact on the State of Nebraska, including 
more than $300,000,000 in research expendi-
tures each year; 

Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln provides more than 5,000 new graduates 
to the workforce each year; 

Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln serves the needs of students, families, 
and communities across the State of Ne-
braska through activities in all 93 counties 
of the State; 

Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln is a leader in research in areas such as— 

(1) water and agriculture; 
(2) national security and defense; 
(3) early childhood education; and 
(4) rural development; 
Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-

coln is instrumental in celebrating the cul-
ture of the State of Nebraska and the region 
in which the State is located through— 

(1) the University of Nebraska State Mu-
seum; 

(2) the Center for Great Plains Studies; 
(3) the International Quilt Study Center 

and Museum; and 
(4) the Larsen Tractor Test and Power Mu-

seum; 
Whereas the Husker athletic programs at 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln create 

pride and joy on the fields of play and in the 
hearts of alumni and fans; 

Whereas the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln has 333 Academic All-Americans, more 
than any other institution of higher edu-
cation in the United States; 

Whereas more than 200,000 alumni residing 
in all 50 States, and in countries around the 
world, are proud to call the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln their alma mater; and 

Whereas ‘‘There Is No Place Like Ne-
braska’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the 150th anniversary of 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln; 
(2) commends the University of Nebraska- 

Lincoln for its status as a leading public uni-
versity that excels in academics, athletics, 
and quality of life for students; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) the Chancellor of the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln; and 

(B) the President of the University of Ne-
braska system. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 83—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 2019 AS 
‘‘AMERICAN HEART MONTH’’ AND 
FEBRUARY 1, 2019, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
WEAR RED DAY’’ 

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. 
SINEMA, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. WARREN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Ms. HARRIS, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STABENOW, 
and Ms. COLLINS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 83 

Whereas cardiovascular disease affects 
men, women, and children of every age and 
race in the United States; 

Whereas, between 2003 and 2013, the death 
rate from cardiovascular disease fell nearly 
30 percent, but cardiovascular disease con-
tinues to be the leading cause of death in the 
United States, taking the lives of approxi-
mately 800,000 individuals in the United 
States each year and accounting for 1 in 3 
deaths across the United States; 

Whereas congenital heart defects are— 
(1) the most common birth defect in the 

United States; and 
(2) the leading killer of infants with birth 

defects; 
Whereas, each year, an estimated 790,000 

individuals in the United States have a heart 
attack, of whom an estimated 115,000 die; 

Whereas, in 2015, cardiovascular disease ac-
counted for $555,000,000,000 in health care ex-
penditures and lost productivity; 

Whereas, by 2035, cardiovascular disease 
will account for $1,093,900,000,000 in health 
care expenditures and lost productivity an-
nually; 

Whereas individuals in the United States 
have made great progress in reducing the 
death rate for cardiovascular disease, but 
this progress has been more modest with re-
spect to the death rate for cardiovascular 
disease in women and minorities; 

Whereas many people do not recognize that 
cardiovascular disease is the leading killer of 
women in the United States, taking the lives 
of over 400,000 women in 2016; 

Whereas nearly 2⁄3 of women who unexpect-
edly die of cardiovascular disease have no 
previous symptoms of the disease; 

Whereas over 1⁄2 of all African-American 
adults have some form of cardiovascular dis-

ease, including 57.1 percent of African-Amer-
ican women and 60.1 percent of African- 
American men; 

Whereas more Alaska Natives and Amer-
ican Indians die from cardiovascular disease 
than individuals from other ethnic groups; 

Whereas it is estimated that 36 percent of 
Alaska Natives and American Indians who 
die of cardiovascular disease die before 
reaching 65 years of age; 

Whereas Native Hawaiians have higher 
mortality rates and die at a younger average 
age from cardiovascular disease than other 
ethnic groups in Hawaii; 

Whereas many minority women, including 
African-American, Hispanic, Asian-Amer-
ican, and Native American women and 
women from indigenous populations, have a 
greater prevalence of risk factors or are at a 
higher risk of death from heart disease, 
stroke, and other cardiovascular diseases, 
but are less likely to know of the risk; 

Whereas, between 1965 and 2018, treatment 
of cardiovascular disease for women was 
largely based on medical research on men; 

Whereas, due to the differences in cardio-
vascular disease between men and women, 
more research and data on the effects of car-
diovascular disease treatments for women is 
vital; 

Whereas extensive clinical and statistical 
studies have identified major and contrib-
uting factors that increase the risk of car-
diovascular disease, including— 

(1) high blood pressure; 
(2) high blood cholesterol; 
(3) smoking tobacco products; 
(4) exposure to tobacco smoke; 
(5) physical inactivity; 
(6) obesity; and 
(7) diabetes mellitus; 
Whereas an individual can greatly reduce 

the risk of cardiovascular disease through 
lifestyle modification coupled with medical 
treatment when necessary; 

Whereas greater awareness and early de-
tection of risk factors for cardiovascular dis-
ease can improve and save the lives of thou-
sands of individuals in the United States 
each year; 

Whereas, under section 101(1) of title 36, 
United States Code, the President is re-
quested to issue an annual proclamation des-
ignating February as American Heart 
Month; 

Whereas the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute of the National Institutes of 
Health, the American Heart Association, and 
many other organizations celebrate National 
Wear Red Day during February by ‘‘going 
red’’ to increase awareness about cardio-
vascular disease as the leading killer of 
women; and 

Whereas, every year since 1964, the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating 
the month of February as American Heart 
Month: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates— 
(A) February 2019 as ‘‘American Heart 

Month’’; and 
(B) February 1, 2019, as ‘‘National Wear 

Red Day’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Amer-

ican Heart Month and National Wear Red 
Day; 

(3) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment of the United States to fighting cardio-
vascular disease— 

(A) by promoting awareness about the 
causes, risks, and prevention of cardio-
vascular disease; 

(B) by supporting research on cardio-
vascular disease; and 

(C) by expanding access to medical treat-
ment; 

(4) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories, and possessions of the United States, 
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