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CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close 
debate on the nomination of Chad A. 
Readler, of Ohio, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, Roy 
Blunt, John Cornyn, Joni Ernst, 
Lindsey Graham, John Boozman, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Steve Daines, 
James E. Risch, John Hoeven, Mike 
Crapo, Shelley Moore Capito, John 
Thune, Pat Roberts, Jerry Moran. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 18. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Eric E. Murphy, of Ohio, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Cir-
cuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Eric E. Murphy, of Ohio, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth 
Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, Roy 
Blunt, John Cornyn, Joni Ernst, 
Lindsey Graham, John Boozman, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Steve Daines, 
James E. Risch, John Hoeven, Mike 
Crapo, Shelley Moore Capito, John 
Thune, Pat Roberts, Jerry Moran. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 11. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

John Fleming, of Louisiana, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Eco-
nomic Development. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close 
debate on the nomination of John 
Fleming, of Louisiana, to be Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Economic 
Development. 

Mitch McConnell, Steve Daines, John 
Thune, John Cornyn, James M. Inhofe, 
Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Chuck Grass-
ley, Richard Burr, John Barrasso, 
Jerry Moran, Roy Blunt, Shelley 
Moore Capito, John Boozman, Johnny 
Isakson, Thom Tillis, John Hoeven. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to 
the cloture motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, just a 
couple of short weeks ago, we finally 
finished the fiscal year 2019 appropria-
tions bills, and I greatly appreciate 
those who worked with us to get that 
done. 

I want to talk today about the need 
to reach a new 2-year budget deal. We 
have to do that so the Appropriations 
Committee could then begin to work in 
earnest on the fiscal year 2020 bills. 

We have shown that we can move the 
appropriations bills quickly, but we 
have to have the budget deal. In fact, 
unless we will get a budget deal, se-
questration returns in fiscal year 2020. 
That would mean steep cuts in pro-

grams that invest in America and sup-
port working families. 

It means we would have to make cuts 
in our defense programs for the next 
fiscal year—cuts of $71 billion. This is 
real money. There would be a 10-per-
cent cut in funding to support our 
troops and to invest in military readi-
ness. 

It would also require that we cut $55 
billion for nondefense programs in the 
next fiscal year. That is a 9-percent 
cut. The reality is, it means less in-
vestment in infrastructure, education, 
housing, or agricultural programs. It 
means less money for veterans’ 
healthcare, protecting our environ-
ment, or combating the opioid epi-
demic. 

These cuts are not just hypothetical 
numbers on a piece of paper. They af-
fect real people and real families. They 
affect people in my State. They affect 
the people in the State of the distin-
guished Presiding Officer. They affect 
people in the 50 States represented by 
all 100 of us. 

Of course, the worst part about that 
is the cuts will come at the same time 
we are facing significant increases in 
important programs that we have no 
control over. 

For example, we have to fund the de-
cennial census. The Constitution re-
quires us to have this census, and we 
have to fund it by $4 billion if we are 
going to follow what the Constitution 
of the United States requires us to do 
in conducting the 2020 census. 

We have all talked about veterans’ 
healthcare. We have had a significant 
increase in the healthcare costs for 
veterans, and we have to have signifi-
cant increases in the budget if we are 
going to adequately fund their health. 

The VA MISSION Act, which pro-
vides additional private care options 
for veterans, becomes effective in June 
of this year. That is going to cost at 
least an additional $3 billion, and esti-
mates could climb significantly higher. 
That is on top of the $3 billion increase 
for VA medical care that we have al-
ready enabled through advance appro-
priations. 

Then we are going to need an addi-
tional $1 billion to ensure that an esti-
mated 5 million people who receive af-
fordable housing assistance can stay in 
their homes. In addition to these in-
creased costs, we expect to lose nearly 
$4 billion in receipts and cost savings 
in other programs compared to this 
year. 

This may sound like just a whole lot 
of numbers. It is more than that. It 
means we have $15 billion right off the 
bat that we must account for above 
this year’s levels. Of course, I am sure 
there will be more increases that we 
will have to address. 

As vice chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee, I know how hard 
Chairman SHELBY and I worked with 
Republicans and Democrats to get 
through the bills we had this past year. 
We got them done, but it was not easy 
staying within levels. 
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