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COMMEMORATING THE 

INTERNATONAL DAY OF AWARE-
NESS FOR CYCLIC VOMITING 
SYNDROME 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the International Day 
of Awareness for Cyclic Vomiting Syndrome 
(CVS). 

CVS is a rare condition that impacts both 
children and adults, causing severe nausea at-
tacks that can last between several hours and 
several days. The cause of CVS is still un-
known. Through research and education in the 
United States and in over thirty other coun-
tries, the Cyclic Vomiting Syndrome Associa-
tion (CVSA) is working to develop a cure for 
those affected by CVS. Founded in 1993, 
CVSA started modestly with eighteen families 
and a few medical professionals. All those in-
volved were dedicated to working towards a 
cure for the debilitating condition and through 
their hard work the organization has grown 
into an international coalition fostering re-
search and providing resources and support 
for families suffering with CVS. 

The Cyclic Vomiting Syndrome Association 
advocates tirelessly to make others aware of 
how challenging CVS can be, and how impor-
tant it is to find a cure. With assistance from 
the North American Society for Pediatric Gas-
troenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition and 
the American Neurogastroenterology and Mo-
tility Society, the CVSA produced the nec-
essary guidelines for the diagnosis and treat-
ment of both pediatric and adult CVS and in 
2012, supported a breakthrough in treating 
CVS with the establishment of the first emer-
gency room protocol model. 

As we recognize the International Day of 
Awareness for CVS, I know they will continue 
to advocate for the advancement of medical 
procedures, continued research and public 
awareness for this disease and the patient 
community. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to be on the House floor on February 25, 
2019 for the vote on H.R. 539. My flight from 
Oregon was delayed because of weather con-
ditions. If I had been present for the vote, I 
would have voted in favor of the Innovators to 
Entrepreneurs Act. This bill would expand the 
National Science Foundation’s Innovation 
Corps program to give scientists and engi-
neers the tools to commercialize their re-
search. I support this effort to help research-
ers bring their innovations to market, and I 
commend the House on the bill’s passage. 

JUAN CONTRERAS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Juan 
Contreras for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Juan Contreras is a student at Lakewood 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Juan 
Contreras is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Juan 
Contreras for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 
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CONGRATULATING SUGAR LAND’S 
NEW FIRE CHIEF 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Doug Boeker for his recent 
promotion to the position of Fire Chief of the 
Sugar Land Fire Department. 

Chief Boeker has admirably served the 
Sugar Land community for the past 27 years, 
joining the Sugar Land Fire Department after 
graduating from a fire academy in 1992. He 
helped establish the Sugar Land Fired Up 5K 
and leads youth outreach programs through 
Shattered Dreams, Decisions Matter and Crud 
Wars. In addition Boeker implemented the 
Senior Fires and Falls safety prevention pro-
gram and a critical ambulance service estab-
lished after our Sugar Land population rapidly 
grew. While these accomplishments are un-
paralleled by most, Boeker didn’t stop there. 
He has also served as the chief executive offi-
cer of NexGen Group, the general manager of 
Intercare Health Services and as the fire com-
missioner for the Harris-Fort Bend Emergency 
Services District No. 100. His service to our 
community is exceptional. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Fire Chief Doug Boeker on his promotion. 
We thank him for his dedication to keeping 
Sugar Land safe. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 31ST AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE SUMGAIT 
POGROMS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, today, we 
commemorate the 31st anniversary of the 

Sumgait pogroms, which saw the murder, 
abuse, and eventual expulsion of Armenian 
Christians living in Azerbaijan and Nagorno- 
Karabakh solely based on their Armenian 
identity. The Azeri government cannot be al-
lowed to continue denying its role in instigating 
these atrocities and allowing them to continue, 
especially in light of similar efforts to target Ar-
menians by Azerbaijan today. I hold memories 
of the Sumgait victims close to my heart, they 
motivate me to fight for the rights for Arme-
nians and all people. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA ZONING COMMIS-
SION HOME RULE ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the District of Columbia Zoning Com-
mission Home Rule Act. This bill would give 
the District of Columbia the authority to ap-
point all members of the D.C. Zoning Commis-
sion (Commission). Currently, the Commission 
consists of two federal officials (the Architect 
of the Capitol (AOC) and the Director of the 
National Park Service (NPS), or their des-
ignees), and three mayoral appointees, sub-
ject to D.C. Council approval. The federal offi-
cials are members even though the Commis-
sion has no authority over federal property. 

Land use is a quintessential local matter in 
our country. Despite the D.C. Home Rule Act, 
which gave the District jurisdiction over its 
local matters, 40 percent of the members of 
the Commission are federal officials, who are 
unaccountable to the more than 700,000 resi-
dents who live in the District. The federal gov-
ernment would lose nothing as a result of this 
bill because the federal government’s land-use 
interests in the nation’s capital are protected 
by federal law and federal agencies. 

The Commission creates the zoning maps 
and regulations, which must ‘‘not be incon-
sistent with the comprehensive plan for the 
national capital.’’ The mayor is responsible for 
the local elements of the comprehensive plan, 
subject to Council approval. The National Cap-
ital Planning Commission (NCPC), which is 
the central federal planning agency for the 
federal government in D.C. and approves fed-
eral projects here, is responsible for the fed-
eral elements of the comprehensive plan. This 
bill would not alter the comprehensive plan 
process or the authority of NCPC and the 
Commission. 

This bill would immediately remove the AOC 
and the Director of the NPS from the Commis-
sion, and the Commission would, at least ini-
tially, consist solely of the three mayoral ap-
pointees. The District would have the authority 
to reconstitute the membership of the Com-
mission through local legislation. 

This is an important step to increase home 
rule for the District, and I urge my colleagues 
to support this bill. 
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