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GABY PERLERA ESCOBAR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Gaby Perlera 
Escobar for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Gaby Perlera Escobar is a student at Ar-
vada High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Gaby 
Perlera Escobar is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Gaby Perlera Escobar for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MARCH 1ST 
KOREAN INDEPENDENCE MOVE-
MENT AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE KOREAN PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT 

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. GOMEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the 
March 1st Korean Independence Movement. 
One hundred years ago, Korea was not a free 
nation but lived under the rule of Japan. 
March 1st commemorates the start of Korea’s 
independence movement from Japanese colo-
nialism and 100 years ago from this day, the 
people of Korea united to fight for their free-
dom. 

On March 1, 1919, a group of incredibly 
brave individuals banded together across the 
nation and declared their freedom in a procla-
mation of Korean Independence. These indi-
viduals started a movement that not only ex-
tended throughout the Korean peninsula, but 
across the world. In the struggle for freedom, 
many Koreans were imprisoned and killed. 
Today we recognize the Koreans who coura-
geously fought to defend their home, people, 
and heritage. 

As the Member of Congress representing 
California’s 34th District and home to the larg-
est Korean population in the country, I would 
like to recognize this significant day and all 
those who fought for independence. I ask all 
Members to join with me in celebrating the 
centennial of the March 1st Korean Independ-
ence Movement. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise along with 
my colleagues, Congressman RUIZ and Con-
gressman CALVERT to speak to S. 47, the Nat-
ural Resources Management Act and a provi-
sion that I introduced as part of the California 
Desert Protection and Recreation Act of 2019, 
specifically Section 1457 as it relates to the 
designation of the Whitewater River as a Wild 
and Recreational River. 

The City of Banning and the Community of 
Banning Heights, which are in the district of 
Mr. RUIZ, receive a vital source of water from 
a flume that conveys water from the head-
waters of the Whitewater River, which is lo-
cated in my district. 

In 1913, the State of California recognized 
the appropriative state water rights that the 
City of Banning and Banning Heights Mutual 
Water Company use to divert water from the 
headwaters of the Whitewater River into the 
San Gorgonio watershed. In 1918, the U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior approved the right-of- 
way for the diversion structures and the flume 
that carries the water to the City and to Ban-
ning Heights. These communities have relied 
on this water for over a century—water that is 
critical for drinking, cooking, washing, and fire 
control. The two communities own the water 
rights, which provide 100 percent of the water 
for the community of Banning Heights and ap-
proximately 30 percent of the water for the 
City of Banning. 

In designating the Whitewater River as a 
Wild and Recreational River, we speak with 
one voice in saying that we do not wish in any 
way to interfere with these historic rights. We 
recognize that the downstream portions of the 
Whitewater River already have the necessary 
flows for the Wild and Recreational designa-
tions and that additional flows are not needed 
to maintain or enhance these designations. As 
the primary sponsor of the legislation con-
taining the Whitewater designation in the 
House, I in particular, wish to underscore this 
as a matter of legislative history and Congres-
sional intent. We ask that the Forest Service 
and the BLM in implementing the Wild and 
Recreational River designations heed this 
Congressional intent and incorporate it into 
any land management plan amendment and 
other implementing documents. 

We also want to be sure that the United 
States Forest Service—specifically the San 
Bernardino National Forest—heeds the in-
structions from the FY19 Interior Appropria-
tions bill (P.L. 116–6) that reminds the Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Forest Service of 
the states’ jurisdiction over water law and ex-
pect that all applicable laws will be followed 
when considering a request for a permit or 
permit renewal. 

The U.S. Forest Service, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, Bureau of Land Man-
agement, and other agencies should not now, 
or in the future, point to the designation of the 
Whitewater River as a Wild and Recreational 
River as a justification to require the City of 
Banning or the Banning Heights Mutual Water 
Company to relinquish their state-granted 

water rights nor should such agencies require 
the removal of diversions at the headwaters of 
the Whitewater River and the flume that are 
necessary for these communities to receive 
water appropriated to them by the State of 
California. 

f 

YENSI GRANILLO ESTRADA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Yensi Granillo 
Estrada for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Yensi Granillo Estrada is a student at Jeffer-
son Jr/Sr. and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Yensi 
Granillo Estrada is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Yensi Granillo Estrada for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MOVE 
AMERICA ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I introduced the Move American Act of 2019. 
This bipartisan legislation will spur private in-
vestment in airports, ports, transit, freight and 
passenger rail, bridges, flood projects, inland 
and coastal waterway improvements, waste-
water and sewage facilities, and broadband in-
frastructure. 

The Move America Act will bring billions of 
dollars of investment to state and local gov-
ernments to help grow and repair America’s 
aging infrastructure. The legislation creates 
Move America Bonds, which provides states 
the ability to issue tax-exempt bonds in part-
nership with private entities to expand infra-
structure investment. The legislation also al-
lows states to trade in some or all of their 
bond allocation for Move America Credits, 
which can be used to help finance individual 
projects, or be allocated to state infrastructure 
banks or infrastructure revolving funds. To be 
clear, this legislation is not a panacea to solve 
all of our infrastructure needs, we need more 
direct funding. The Move America Act is an 
important aspect of our strategy to rebuild and 
renew America. I look forward to working with 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
pass it into law. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFETIME OF 

EXCELLENCE IN MINISTRY AND 
EDUCATION OF JESSE BERNARD 
BILBERRY, JR. 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I join 
former Congressman Cleo Fields and the en-
tire Baton Rouge community today in honor of 
Reverend Jesse Bernard Bilberry, Jr. Rev. Bil-
berry has spent the entirety of his life dedi-
cated to educational and community develop-
ment. Revered as a trailblazer throughout his 
lifetime, Rev. Bilberry most recently retired 
after 34 years of pastoral service at Mt. Pil-
grim Missionary Baptist Church in Baton 
Rouge. 

Rev. Bilberry was born on May 12, 1929 in 
Marion, Louisiana the oldest of ten children of 
Jesse Bernard Bilberry, Sr. and Joe B. Bil-
berry. He was baptized at the age of 14 at the 
Bloomberg Grove Baptist Church in 
Farmerville, Louisiana. Rev. Bilberry went on 
to earn his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Southern University and A&M College. An 
Army veteran, Rev. Bilberry was honorably 
discharged from the United States Army after 
serving from August 18, 1951 to July 21, 
1953. 

After Rev. Bilberry’ s return from the Army, 
he went on to marry Verta Lee Hamilton on 
December 23, 1953. The couple has one 
daughter, Cassandra Gail. 

Rev. Bilberry began a new chapter in life 
after marriage that started his esteemed tra-
jectory in educational and community develop-
ment. He began his career as the principal of 
Tensas Rosenwald High School in St. Joseph, 
Louisiana from 1956 to 1969. During this time, 
he completed his Master of Education from 
Louisiana State University in 1957. He was 
also awarded the Human Rights Award for 
Creative Leadership in Education in 1968. 

In 1969, Rev. Bilberry took his talents back 
to Southern University where he served as the 
Freshman Complex Director until 1971. He 
then implemented and directed the inaugural 
Office of High School Relations at Southern 
from 1971 to 1973. The following year, Rev. 
Bilberry was promoted to Director of Admis-
sions of Southern University, where he served 
this role until 1984. 

During his early years as Director of Admis-
sions for Southern, Rev. Bilberry first became 
acquainted with Mount Pilgrim Baptist Church 
in 1975. He was later ordained a Deacon and 
asked to serve as the Chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee. By 1981, he became an 
Associate Minister. 

Rev. Bilberry retired from Southern Univer-
sity and the State of Louisiana in 1984. That 
same year, he accepted the pastorate of Mt. 
Pilgrim Baptist Church. Rev. Bilberry contin-
ued his studies of the church and graduated 
from Christian Bible College in 1988 with a 
Master of Theology and a Doctorate of The-
ology in 1990. 

Throughout his lifetime, Rev. Bilberry has 
received numerous awards and recognition, 
including Minister of the Year in 1989 from the 
Early Risers Kiwanis Club, two-time recipient 
of the M.S. Tally Walk on the Water Award 
from the Department of Christian Education in 
1991 and 1992, and the Frontiersman Award 

from the Sunday School Publishing Board of 
the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. in 
1993 for his work leading a mission trip to 
Dominica, West Indies. 

Rev. Bilberry has also dedicated his time to 
a plethora of scholastic and service-oriented 
organizations, including the Southern Univer-
sity and A&M College Board of Supervisors, 
supervisor and instructor for the National Bap-
tist Congress of Christian Education, and a 
member of East Baton Rouge Parish Ministers 
Conference, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, and 
Phi Delta Kappa Honorary Society. 

Rev. Bilberry’s trajectory in leadership con-
tinued as Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Crestworth Learning Academy, President of 
the Fourth District Missionary Baptist Associa-
tion, and State Director of the Louisiana Mis-
sionary Baptist Congress of Christian Edu-
cation. 

Rev. Bilberry has led a life of exemplary 
service, leadership, and compassion that has 
resonated throughout the entire Baton Rouge 
community and the state of Louisiana. His life-
time body of work should be well known and 
celebrated not only by those he has influenced 
throughout the years, but by all who seek to 
make a difference in this world through the vo-
cation of ministry and education. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
life and work of Rev. Jesse Bernard Bilberry, 
Jr. and wish him luck in his retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. STEPHEN 
BASH ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Stephen Bash for his retire-
ment. Dr. Bash currently serves as Professor 
of Pediatrics, Section of Cardiology, in the De-
partment of Pediatrics at the University of Illi-
nois College of Medicine in Peoria. 

Dr. Bash has had a long and distinguished 
career as a doctor. He graduated from Indiana 
University Medical School in 1967 and began 
his medical career with an internship at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in Rochester, New York. Dr. 
Bash then returned to Indiana where he com-
pleted his Pediatric Residency and a Pediatric 
Cardiology Fellowship at Riley Children’s Hos-
pital in Indianapolis. Academia has also been 
an important aspect of Dr. Bash’s career as 
he worked as an instructor at the Fort Wayne 
Family Practice Residency and an assistant 
professor at the University of Illinois. Addition-
ally, Dr. Bash served our country honorably as 
a Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Navy 
and was a visiting cardiology consultant for 
the Riyadh Armed Forces Hospital in Saudi 
Arabia. Dr. Bash is part of several professional 
societies and has received several awards for 
his work. I would like to wish Dr. Bash well as 
he begins his well-earned retirement and 
thank him for his many contributions to med-
ical research. 

It is because of dedicated leaders such as 
Dr. Stephen Bash that I am especially proud 
to serve Illinois’ 17th Congressional District. 
Madam Speaker, I would like to again formally 
congratulate Dr. Stephen Bash on his retire-
ment and thank him for his service to our 
country. 

MIGUEL GARCIA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Miguel Garcia 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Miguel Garcia is a student at Pomona High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Miguel 
Garcia is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Miguel Garcia for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

MEMORIAL HERMANN KATY 
HOSPITAL EARNS ‘A’ RATING 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Memorial Hermann Katy Hos-
pital for earning an ‘A’ rating from The Leap-
frog Group’s Fall 2018 Hospital Safety Grade. 

Memorial Hermann Katy was one of only 
855 hospitals in the United States given an ‘A’ 
rating from the Leapfrog Group, a national or-
ganization committed to improving health care 
quality and safety for consumers and pur-
chasers. The Hospital Safety Grade assigns 
an A, B, C, D or F grade to hospitals across 
the country based on their performance in pre-
venting medical errors, infections and other 
harmful incidents among patients in their care. 
By consistently striving for and achieving ex-
cellence, Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 
has set the bar high for hospitals around the 
country. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital for being 
recognized with an ‘A’ rating along with 855 
other hospitals across our great nation. Thank 
you for your dedication to providing quality 
care to our Katy community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LOUIS J. 
GOODMAN, PH.D., CAE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Louis J. Goodman, Ph.D., 
CAE, as he retires after 22 years at the helm 
of the Texas Medical Association. 

In his role as Executive Vice President and 
Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Goodman has 
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