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just fine for Members of Congress to
serve on corporate boards or for Presi-
dents to hide their tax returns, or any-
one who is pleased with partisan gerry-
mandering or who is happy that we
have done nothing to secure our elec-
tions from foreign hacking since 2016.

These are not partisan issues among
the American people. On the contrary,
when I vote ‘““yes” on H.R. 1, I will be
doing what the vast majority of my
constituents are demanding: to make
our democracy work better for every-
one, regardless of our party or our
point of view.

I can’t wait to cast that vote.

———
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EXPANDING ACCESS TO QUALITY
AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given
permission to address the House for
one minute.)

Mr. DELGADO. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in support of the Medicare Drug
Price Negotiation Act, a bill that I am
proud to cosponsor. This bill is a crit-
ical step in expanding access to quality
affordable healthcare by bringing down
prescription drug costs.

Too many of my constituents and too
many Americans across this country
can’t afford the healthcare coverage
they need. There is no bigger driver of
this problem than the skyrocketing
cost of prescription drugs.

The United States pays the highest
prices for prescription drugs in the
world, and over the past decade, the
prices of 90 percent of brand name
drugs have more than doubled.

How is it that one in five American
adults cannot afford the medicine they
need?

In the wealthiest country in the
world, it is inexcusable that we have
seniors who have to choose between
their prescriptions and buying gro-
ceries, cancer patients who can’t afford
their drugs, and diabetics who need to
ration the insulin they need to survive.

The Medicare Prescription Drug
Price Negotiation Act couldn’t be more
commonsense. It allows the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to
negotiate Medicare drug prices, put-
ting consumers first, not the drug in-
dustry.

My constituents sent me here with a
clear mandate to fight for quality af-
fordable healthcare, and this bill is a
crucial part of that work.

————

OUR POLITICS IS BROKEN

(Mr. COX of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for one minute.)

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of H.R. 1, the For
the People Act.

I am an engineer, and as an engineer,
I fix things that are broken, but it
doesn’t take an engineer to tell you
that our politics is broken. Confidence
in our government and in the House of
Representatives has never been lower.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

We have a system of gerrymandering
where in many parts of the country
today, voters don’t choose their politi-
cians, politicians choose their voters.

Special interest money has drowned
out the voices of working people.

H.R. 1 is an opportunity to fix this
imbalance. H.R. 1 will ensure the peo-
ples’ voices are heard at the ballot box.

H.R. 1 will ensure the influence of big
money in our politics and our policies
is ended.

H.R. 1 will ensure the voices of the
people are heard.

Passing this bill is a moral impera-
tive for our democracy and our Nation.

———————

CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURES
EXPANSION TO CHILDCARE

(Ms. PORTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for
one minute.)

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I am a
single mom. When I ran for Congress
last year, I spent thousands and thou-
sands of dollars on childcare.

Running for Federal office requires
60- to 90-hour workweeks. I worked
every single day, every single weekend,
and I also worked challenging hours,
most days starting at 6:45 in the morn-
ing and ending with campaign events
stretching well into the night.

I juggled dozens of childcare pro-
viders for nearly two years, without
whom I would never have made it to
Congress.

I have three children: Betsy, who is 7;
Paul, who is 10; and Luke, who is 13.
Leaving them alone was not an option
and bringing them on the campaign
trail was often impossible, inappro-
priate, and could have even been dan-
gerous.

For the past two centuries, Congress
has written many, many laws about
what women may and may not do, but
until this year, women’s representation
in Congress was less than 20 percent.

Even with the election of my historic
class, we are only 102 women. There are
even fewer moms in Congress and even
fewer single moms, as in, nobody but
me.

I have introduced language today as
a standalone bill I will introduce.

———

MAKING IT EASIER, NOT HARDER,
FOR PEOPLE TO VOTE

(Ms. WEXTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for
one minute.)

Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, our de-
mocracy isn’t working the way it
should for a majority of Americans,
but H.R. 1, the For the People Act, can
fix that.

This legislation will end partisan ger-
rymandering by creating independent
redistricting commissions, letting the
voters choose the politicians, not the
politicians choosing their voters.

H.R. 1 will promote online registra-
tion, same day and automatic voter
registration, because we should be
making it easier, not harder, for people
to vote.
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It also prohibits arbitrary voter roll
purges, expands early voting and vote-
by-mail options, and ensures the res-
toration of voting rights for those who
have paid their dues to society.

The right to vote is the cornerstone
of our democracy. It is as sacred as the
freedom of religion and speech.

The American people want clean and
fair elections, and H.R. 1 is a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to restore the
faith and function in American democ-
racy.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1, FOR THE PEOPLE ACT
OF 2019, AND PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 172 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 172

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1) to expand
Americans’ access to the ballot box, reduce
the influence of big money in politics, and
strengthen ethics rules for public servants,
and for other purposes. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed two hours
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on House Administration. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. In
lieu of the amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on House Administration now printed in the
bill, an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 116-7, modified by the amend-
ment printed in part A of the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, shall be considered as adopted in the
House and in the Committee of the Whole.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
the original bill for the purpose of further
amendment under the five-minute rule and
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived.

SEC. 2. (a) No further amendment to the
bill, as amended, shall be in order except
those printed in part B of the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution and amendments en bloc described in
section 3 of this resolution.

(b) Each further amendment printed in
part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules shall be considered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole.

(c) All points of order against the further
amendments printed in part B of the report
of the Committee on Rules or amendments
en bloc described in section 3 of this resolu-
tion are waived.
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