H2498

Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Chair, each year,
too many Americans lose their voter
registration status when they move
without updating their voter registra-
tion address.

My amendment is a commonsense
measure which directs the Postmaster
General to include a notice on the
Postal Service’s hard copy change of
address form simply reminding voters
to update their voter registration fol-
lowing a change of address.

The online change of address form on
the Postal Service’s website already in-
cludes a reminder to reregister with
your new address. This amendment
would simply ensure that voters who
use the hard copy change of address
form also get a reminder to update
their voter registration.

No one should be denied the right to
vote simply because they forgot to up-
date their voter registration address
following a move.

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of this
amendment, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chair, I claim the time in opposition to
the amendment, even though I am not
opposed to it.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chair, I appreciate the opportunity.

I am not necessarily opposed to this
amendment, and if the gentleman is
willing, I am ready to move towards
closing. I am ready to close on this de-
bate, so I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Chair, if my col-
league is ready to yield back and pro-
ceed to a vote, then I am certainly
willing to do so as well.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chairman, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROUDA).

The amendment was agreed to.

Ms. LOFGREN. I move that the Com-
mittee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Ms.
MUCARSEL-POWELL) having assumed
the chair, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Acting
Chair of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
1) to expand Americans’ access to the
ballot box, reduce the influence of big
money in politics, and strengthen eth-
ics rules for public servants, and for
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other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

REMEMBERING ANTHONY RIOS

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker,
the Dominican Republic lost one of its
brightest stars this week, with the
passing of singer and composer Froilan
Antonio Jimenez, known in the artistic
world as Anthony Rios.

Rios’ ascent was rapid due to his re-
markable work ethic, perseverance,
and an undeniable God-given talent.
Even as a child, Rios demonstrated a
unique ability to intertwine music into
his life.

As a young shoeshine boy in the city
of Hato Mayor del Rey, Rios would ser-
enade his customers. During Christmas
season, he sang Christmas carols door
to door. The world and the Dominican
Republic have lost a true talent.

May he rest in peace and may God
comfort his friends, family, and all
those who knew and loved him dearly.
He will be missed. ‘“‘Rest in peace,” ‘““De
descanse en paz,”’ Anthony Rios.

———

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, as
the whip of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, I am pleased to lead our second
monthly Special Order hour.

Last month, my colleagues and I
spoke about the importance of com-
prehensive immigration reform. Since
then, the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus Immigration Task Force, led by
Congresswoman LINDA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, drafted a set of immigration
principles, which our caucus has now
adopted. We plan to use these as a
guide as we work on developing a com-
prehensive immigration reform pro-
posal. Chief among these principles is a
timely path to citizenship for Dream-
ers and a permanent solution for those
with temporary protected status and
deferred and forced departure.

Democrats made an important com-
mitment to these communities. After a
failed attempt at a bipartisan solution
for Dreamers and TPS recipients last
year, and again a few weeks ago, we
said that if we regained control of the
House, we would move quickly to fix
this. Democrats have spent the last few
weeks working just on that.

In particular, two of our CHC col-
leagues, Congresswoman LUCILLE ROY-
BAL-ALLARD and Congresswoman NYDIA
VELAZQUEZ, along with Congresswoman
YVETTE CLARKE, have been putting to-
gether a proposal that will provide
overdue needed relief. Their Dream and
Promise Act, H.R. 6, will be introduced
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next week. We are also grateful for the
time and effort they have put into this
critical legislation.

That is why we wanted to take this
month’s CHC’s Special Order to focus
on Dreamers and TPS recipients. These
are unique groups within our broader
immigration community and their cur-
rent plight—the uncertainty of their
status—is entirely the fault of Presi-
dent Donald Trump and actions he
took against them.

For Dreamers, the American peobple
have heard us talk about them for
many years, but I think it serves re-
minding just who those folks are.
Dreamers are mostly young adults
whose parents brought them to this
country when they were minors. They
do not have legal immigration status
in the United States. They are undocu-
mented, just like I was once. They
came here through no fault of their
own. For the vast majority of them,
the United States of America is the
only country they have ever known. A
good number of them grew up not even
knowing they were in immigration
limbo and at risk of being deported.

Some only found out when they ap-
plied to college. Just think about that,
Madam Speaker. You are a young high
school student with your whole life
ahead of you. You have dreams and as-
pirations for future careers and you are
excited to take on a new chapter of
your life. Then one day you find out
that you are one of those undocu-
mented folks you have been hearing
about. There is now a barrier to your
ability to get a higher education, to
get a good job, to establish yourself in
our society.

President Obama recognized this in-
justice and he created a program that
would give Dreamers relief from depor-
tation, known as the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. This
gave them some sense of certainty,
and, most importantly, it gave them
the legal status they needed to pursue
an education and career, to buy a
home, and begin raising a family.

Nearly 800,000 individuals across the
country receive DACA, and thousands
more were still eligible. But President
Trump abruptly chose to end the pro-
gram as part of his anti-immigrant
policies. Not only is this cruel and un-
just, it is economic malpractice.

According to the Center for Amer-
ican Progress, ending DACA will cost
our GDP $460 billion. Let me say that
again, Madam Speaker. Ending DACA
will cost our GDP $460 billion. That is
because it will mean removing 685,000
workers out of the workforce.

If President Trump wants to promote
economic growth, as he says, then why
would he make such a horrible deci-
sion? I leave it up to the American peo-
ple to sort out that mystery. Perhaps
they can do it at the ballot box in a
couple of years.

TPS recipients. Now, what is worse,
Madam Speaker, is that Dreamers
aren’t the only group President Trump
has decided to throw into legal limbo.
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Over the course of his 2 years in office,
the President has ended also temporary
protected status. I know you know that
very well, Madam Speaker, because
you represent the State of Florida.

For thousands of individuals, the
temporary protected status has been
attempted to end. TPS is an incredibly
important program. It allows individ-
uals to stay and remain in the United
States for an extended period of time if
some emergency erupts in their home
country that prevents them from being
able to return. TPS has been using
cases of severe natural disasters, as
well as armed conflict.

Only a few countries have been
granted TPS. The program is so impor-
tant because it allows these people,
who would otherwise be in limbo for an
unknown amount of time, to live their
lives here in the United States, giving
them the ability to work and establish
themselves. Some countries have been
designated under TPS for many, many
years and are still not safe for individ-
uals to return back home.

That is why it has been routinely ex-
tended by Presidents of both parties.
This is not a Republican or a Demo-
cratic program. Presidents of both par-
ties have extended TPS.

TPS holders are established members
of our communities. They are workers,
they are homeowners, they are our
neighbors and they have children and
families that have built their lives
here. They deserve to stay, Madam
Speaker.

And the truth is our economy really
needs them. More than 300,000 individ-
uals are currently beneficiaries of TPS,
but they account for more than $10 bil-
lion in spending power in our economy
according to CAP. They pay local,
State, and Federal taxes. Once more, so
many TPS holders are the parents or
relatives of thousands of U.S. citizen
children, children who deserve to have
their families stay together.

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, fami-
lies belong together. Whether they are
separated at our border, whether they
came here with a young child who only
recently learned he or she was undocu-
mented, whether they cannot return to
a nation that is not able to receive
them, they deserve to stay together,
and they deserve to remain here in the
United States, the place they now call
home.

During the rest of this hour, you will
hear from a number of CHC colleagues
from across the country about how im-
portant Dreamers and TPS recipients
are to their respective districts, how
these hardworking individuals are part
of the very fabric of communities they
represent. I look forward to hearing
from them and sharing their stories
with you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, I yield to my col-
league from the State of Illinois (Mr.
GARCIA) whose State is home to nearly
3,000 TPS holders and more than 42,000
DACA recipients. The GDP law, if
DACA were to be removed, is $413 mil-
lion, and TPS spending power in that
State is $91.7 million.
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Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative ESPAILLAT, for organizing
this important hour to share the sto-
ries of those living in fear as a result of
the actions of this administration.

As a proud immigrant and represent-
ative of a Chicago district that is over
one-third foreign born, I know and un-
derstand the need for a permanent so-
lution to the status of immigrants in
this country. We are long overdue for
legislation that provides a path to citi-
zenship for those with uncertain sta-
tus.

Madam Speaker, there are more than
11 million individuals, including chil-
dren, living in the U.S. who are cur-
rently undocumented. Of those, there
are over 3.6 million Dreamers, children
who entered the U.S. before their 18th
birthday, and over 1.8 million children
eligible for deferred action because
they were brought to the U.S. before
their 16th birthday.

Too many live in constant fear as a
result of the cruel policies of this ad-
ministration.
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In Illinois alone, there are almost
40,000 individuals enrolled in the de-
ferred action program, but this issue
affects entire families, including those
in mixed-status families.

There are about 800,000 people in Illi-
nois alone in families with at least one
undocumented family member. I want
to share a story of a Dreamer, like
Beatriz, who is a constituent in my dis-
trict, who came to this country at the
age of 6.

Like many, her parents brought her
seeking refuge from hunger, poverty,
and the violent drug wars ravaging
Mexico and Central America. Despite
the toughest odds, Beatriz graduated
from the Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology with no financial aid and work-
ing a full-time job.

Dreamers like Beatriz, if given the
opportunity, are incredible assets to
our country, not a drain. We should
welcome hardworking immigrants like
Beatriz and not make it harder for
them to succeed and, in turn, grow our
economy and enrich the cultural riches
that makes America great.

In Beatriz’s own words: “While I am
always in fear of deportation, I am not
afraid to work or to study.”

As an immigrant myself, I empathize
with Beatriz and her story.

Let me be clear: Putting Dreamers
and TPS beneficiaries on a pathway to
citizenship is just one of the many
steps that we must take to undo the
damage the Trump Administration has
done.

The current legal immigration sys-
tem is broken, creating decades-long
delays for family reunifications and ex-
acerbating workforce gaps that harm
our economy.

We cannot continue to turn a blind
eye to over 11 million undocumented
people in our country who live and
work in fear and in the shadows.
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Immigrants—many of them are un-
documented—are our teachers, engi-
neers, your law enforcement officers.
We are your firefighters, your plumb-
ers, and your doctors. In some lucky
instances, we are even your Represent-
atives in Washington.

These are people who contribute
every day to our country, and it is time
we act now to reasonable pathways to
citizenship for these hardworking peo-
ple.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from New York for yielding in
order to share Beatriz’s story.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker,
let me just share some numbers with
you from respective States across the
country.

The number of TPS holders, for ex-
ample, in the State of California, over
50,000 of them; in your home State of
Florida, Madam Speaker, over 44,000 of
them; in Illinois, close to 3,000 of them;
in Massachusetts, over 5,000 of them; in
New Mexico, no data, but fewer than
1,500; in New York, over 25,000 of them;
in Texas, over 46,000 of them.

And the children living with these
TPS recipients are, in California, over
43,000; in Florida, again, over 37,000; in
Massachusetts, over 3,000; in New York,
over 23,000; and in Texas, 49,000 children
are living with TPS recipients.

DACA recipients are also in large
numbers. In the State of California,
you have close to 223,000 DACA recipi-
ents; in Florida, close to 33,000 recipi-
ents; in Illinois, Madam Speaker, you
have close to 43,000 DACA recipients; in
New York, 41,000.

So these are huge numbers for people
who are so important to the fabric of
our country, and that is why we are
here to support them, because families
that stay together are stronger to-
gether. When a family is divided, our
Nation is weaker; when our family is
together, our Nation is stronger.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague
from Florida (Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL),
whose State is the home State to 45,000
TPS recipients and nearly 33,000 DACA
recipients

Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL. Mr.
Speaker, DACA recipients are our
neighbors. They are entrepreneurs, col-
lege graduates, educators, and
healthcare providers.

DACA recipients are helping our
country lead in science, technology,
and medicine. Jorge Cortes is one those
DACA recipients.

Jorge came to the United States
from Colombia when he was a teenager.
Despite his undocumented status,
Jorge worked hard. He contributed to
his community and eventually grad-
uated from Florida International Uni-
versity.

After graduating, he quickly estab-
lished himself as an entrepreneur in
Miami’s technology and social innova-
tion sector, eventually employing up-
wards of 15 people. For his entrepre-
neurship and leadership, Jorge was
awarded the keys to both Miami-Dade
County and the city of Miami.
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A path to citizenship for DACA and
TPS recipients like Jorge, would add
$1.2 billion, annually, to Florida’s econ-
omy.

In our discussions about DACA, im-
migration reform, and the economy, it
is easy to forget that DACA recipients
are also people. DACA isn’t just the
right thing to do for our economy, it is
the moral thing to do. It is time that
our immigration system treats all of
them as people, too.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, as has
been said here tonight, bringing relief,
permanent relief to DACA recipients
and TPS beneficiaries must not be de-
layed. Comprehensive immigration re-
form cannot continue to be delayed.

That is why I am so happy, as I men-
tioned earlier, that in a week or two,
H.R. 6, the Dream and Promise Act,
which promises to bring about com-
prehensive immigration reform in
many ways for DACA recipients and
TPS recipients and other immigrants,
will hit this floor.

We are hoping that all our colleagues
from both sides of the aisle will recog-
nize that this is an important effort to
finally bring over 800,000 young people
permanently to the United States,
young people who are teachers, nurses,
police offers, members of our Armed
Forces. They are business owners. They
purchase their own homes, in many
cases. These are important members of
our communities across the country,
and we must allow them to stay in the
United States of America.

TPS recipients, many of them cannot
return back to dangerous settings in
their homeland. Many of them, their
countries are reeling from natural dis-
asters. It would be a travesty if we
send them back home. They must be
allowed to stay here in the United
States of America. This is an impor-
tant moment in our time.

Families that stay together are
stronger; families that are divided are
weaker. Our country is made stronger
when a family is together. That is why
I am asking all in this Chamber from
both sides of the aisle, next week, to
support H.R. 6, the Dream and Promise
Act, which will finally bring relief to
many, many young people and undocu-
mented people from this Nation, as
well as TPS recipients will finally
breathe some fresh air and be able to
stay here in this great Nation.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

FIVE PILLARS OF WHAT WE
BELIEVE SAVES US

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MUCARSEL-POWELL). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 3,
2019, the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
and to my friend, thank you for stall-
ing.

What we are doing tonight—and we
will try to do it somewhat efficiently
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so you don’t have to spend too much
time in the Chair—is every week we
have been taking a half an hour or so—
tonight we may do something less—and
sort of walking through what we be-
lieve is actually an idea that actually
saves this country. And not to be too
melodramatic, but let’s actually walk
through some of the mathematical re-
alities.

We have 74 million baby boomers
moving into retirement. The peak of
the baby boom is just a couple years
away from retirement. So baby boom,
74 million over an 18-year period.

If you look at Federal spending, the
growth in Federal spending from 2008
to 2028 as CBO has calculated—2008 to
2028—91 percent of all the growth in
Federal spending is interest, Social Se-
curity, healthcare entitlement.

I know this doesn’t sort of fit the
mantra that you so often hear around
here from Republicans and Democrats,
but it is math.

We have a demographic issue. We are
getting old much faster than almost
anytime—anytime, I think—in our so-
ciety, and our birth rates have substan-
tially collapsed.

So one of the things we have come to
is saying: How do you maximize eco-
nomic vitality in our society so we can
keep our promises, those promises of
earned benefits like Social Security or
promises such as earned benefits of
Medicare?

We believe we have five pillars, so we
always start with this chart, and you
can do them in any fashion you want.

Last week, we actually did 30 min-
utes—which I am sure was riveting for
anyone who was willing to watch—on
labor force participation, but it is im-
portant.

If you go back over the last couple
years and look at some of the CBO re-
ports, repeatedly there are sections in
there that talk about: What is the bar-

rier to economic expansion in our
country?
They will often talk about two

things: capital stock, basically, savings
rates, money to be lent into the econ-
omy to multiply, to build things, to
grow things; and the second thing is
population, labor force availability.

Well, it turns out, since tax reform,
the capital stock numbers have been
much better than almost any of us had
expected in the modeling. So our re-
straint on economic expansion turns
out to be substantially labor force.

Okay. So that is what we talked
about last week. How do you draw in
millennial males? How do you add in-
centives to those who are older to stay
in the labor force? So that was last
week.

We have also actually talked about
what we will have to do—and every
week we are going to do one of these—
dealing with the earned benefits. Are
there things we can do in those earned
benefits to add some competition for
when someone is buying their medical
benefits through Medicare? Can we add
certain incentives?
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Say I am healthy. I wish to work
longer. Can we give you certain incen-
tives to either of those programs in the
Tax Code to stay in the labor force as
long as you are healthy?

And we actually see other societies
around the world—you know, look at
Japan and others—who are actually
having to work through this concept as
their demographics get older. How do
they actually keep as much of their
population still within the labor force
so the economy continues to stay sta-
ble and grow?
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Economic growth, we are going to do
a whole presentation on everything
you do from designing a Tax Code that
stays competitive in the world, some-
what like we did a year-plus ago, that
incentivizes capital formation,
incentivizes investment in plant and
equipment and technology, because we
had gone functionally almost two dec-
ades with very little productivity
growth.

Do you want to pay Americans more?
Well, what is the formula? Do we all re-
member our high school economics
class? What are the two elements that
go into typical growth in someone’s
salary? Well, it is inflation. If you get
an inflation adjustment, you are not
getting any further ahead. You are just
sort of holding steady. It is produc-
tivity.

When we look at the formulas that
end up organically, systematically
thought through, when businesses pay
their workers more, here is the infla-
tion adjustment. By the way, we
bought a new plant; we bought new
equipment; we bought new technology.
We are able to make this many more
widgets now. Our productivity has gone
up. We can pay more. That is the key
reason.

We functionally have gone a couple
decades with very little wage growth
because we didn’t have productivity
growth.

As we start to talk about economic
growth, it is going to be everything
from designing a Tax Code that maxi-
mizes that type of growth, to trade pol-
icy that maximizes economic expan-
sion in our country, all the way down
to how you design a rational regu-
latory environment.

Some people like to come behind
these microphones and talk about de-
regulation or re-regulation. I want to
make the argument that we should be,
as a society, talking about smart regu-
lation.

You have a supercomputer in your
pocket or your purse, that phone you
have. Why aren’t we using much more
technology to be the driver of our regu-
latory environment?

A simple example: What would hap-
pen if you could crowd source data on
the environment? You could have a few
thousand people. If you are in a large
urban area or other areas that have a
sensor on your phone that says, hey, I
am going to help crowd source ozone,
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