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not protect the rights of all Americans
and should not be confirmed. I will
vote no on each of these nominees, and
I hope my colleagues will do the same.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

NOMINATION OF CHAD A. READLER

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak on the judicial nomination com-
ing up and the cloture vote on the
other nominee.

With both nominees, I offered the
White House cooperation to choose two
more moderate nominees for Ohio, both
of whom had been vetted by a bipar-
tisan commission Senator PORTMAN
and I had, and the White House said
they would rather pick these two ex-
tremist judges—these two young, far-
right judges who have attacked Amer-
ica’s healthcare and have attacked the
consumer protection on preexisting
condition.

Judges are making decisions right
now—in this body, fortunately, as
Members of the Senate, we all have
good coverage and health insurance—
that try to take insurance away from
millions of Americans and several
thousands in my State, even as they
have tried to eliminate the consumer
protections for those people who have
preexisting conditions. There are mil-
lions of Americans who are anxious
about holding onto their insurance be-
cause they get sick a lot and it is ex-
pensive to take care of them. They are
afraid of having their insurance can-
celed, and they can’t get insurance be-
cause of a preexisting condition, and
this Congress tried to repeal that law
and it failed.

Now, Senator MCCONNELL has turned
to the Federal Judiciary, and the
President of the United States seems
to think the only way to eliminate the
consumer protection for those with
preexisting conditions is through the
Judiciary. Judges are making decisions
right now on voting rights, on civil
rights, on women’s rights, LGBT
rights, on healthcare, on sentencing,
and on corporate power—decisions that
could limit those rights for a genera-
tion.

We know that the Federal Judiciary
already puts its thumb on the scales of
justice to support corporations over
workers, to support Wall Street over
consumers, and to support insurance
companies over patients. We know that
the Federal Judiciary and the Supreme
Court have done that dozens of times.
We know that the Federal Judiciary,
increasingly, is looking like a group of
far-right, young, detached people who
never go out and get their public opin-
ion pass, as Lincoln said. They never
consider what the public wants in this
country.

Chad Readler, the nominee whom we
will vote on in a moment, took it upon
himself as a Jones Day lawyer—one of
the greatest law firms in the country,
headquartered in Cleveland—to write
an op-ed as a private citizen saying we
should allow the execution of 16-year-
olds. He actually wasn’t that specific.
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He implied it could be even younger
than that. He said we would allow the
execution of teenagers. At a time when
this body—something we should be
proud of—took important bipartisan
steps forward on sentencing reform
that was supported by the White
House, supported by a lot of Repub-
licans, and supported by virtually all
Democrats, how do we turn around and
put someone on the bench for life who
supports executing children? How does
that compute? How we can do that?

He argued on behalf of the far-right
think tank for the elimination of
“Golden Week’ in Ohio, a period where
people can vote early. They can reg-
ister and vote early. It was passed by a
Republican legislature. It has bipar-
tisan support, but not by this right-
wing nominee who thinks it is OK to
eliminate people’s right to vote and re-
strict it. He defended restrictive voter
ID. He defended the squeezing of provi-
sional ballot laws.

On the eve of the 54th anniversary to-
morrow of Bloody Sunday in Selma,
AL, it is shameful to put on the bench
another judge who will rubberstamp
modern-day literacy tests and poll
taxes. Fundamentally, it is the same
purpose. You find ways to suppress the
vote. You find ways to take people’s
voting rights away. You find ways to
disqualify people who want to vote.

Chad Readler’s record on healthcare
is clear. He has been a ringleader in the
Republican effort to take away the pro-
tections on preexisting conditions for
all Americans. He wrote the White
House’s brief. We all know that now.
He wrote a brief that nobody else above
him at the Justice Department was
willing to do. Three people refused to
write it. One actually resigned. The
next day, he was rewarded by this life-
time appointment as a Sixth Circuit
Federal judge. Remember that. The
White House rewarded him after sug-
gesting that we block the consumer
protections for preexisting conditions
for millions of Americans and for hun-
dreds of thousands in Virginia, Arkan-
sas, and in Ohio. Millions of Americans
would lose their consumer protections
under his views, and the next day the
White House decided to reward him
with a judgeship.

As I said, three career attorneys
withdrew from the case. One resigned
altogether in objection to doing this.
Senator ALEXANDER, our friend from
Tennessee, who sits near where Sen-
ator KAINE is sitting, said this was just
amazingly awful language that Chad
Readler had suggested.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for an ad-
ditional 2 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, judges
are deciding the future of America’s
healthcare right now, the right to vote
right now, civil rights right now,
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LGBTQ rights right now, women’s
rights right now. Judges around the
country are deciding that. We can’t af-
ford to put another out-of-the-main-
stream judge on the court—and he is
clearly out of the mainstream among
Ohio lawyers, among Ohio judges,
among Ohio citizens—who will not de-
fend America’s right to healthcare.

I ask my colleagues to think about
the families you promised to vote for.
If any of you in your campaigns, if any
of you in discussions you have had with
your constituents, if any of you in your
public statements, and if any of you
running for office committed that you
would support consumer protections
for preexisting conditions, the only
way you can prove you actually believe
that is by voting no on Chad Readler in
about 1 minute from now. If you really
believe in preserving preexisting condi-
tion consumer protections so you don’t
see in your State—in Tennessee, Vir-
ginia, Arkansas, and Ohio—millions of
Americans lose their insurance, then
your only way to support what you
promise is to vote no on Chad Readler.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). Under the previous order,
all postcloture time is expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Readler nomi-
nation?

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 37 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven ) Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
]gur}“t inh]gfe Sasse
apito sakson

Cassidy Johnson Zcott (FL)

cott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford X
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo McConnell T?uﬁe
Cruz McSally Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Perdue

NAYS—47

Baldwin Coons Jones
Bennet Cortez Masto Kaine
Blumenthal Duckworth King
Booker Durbin Klobuchar
Brown Feinstein Leahy
Cantwell Gillibrand Markey
Cardin Harris Menendez
Carper Hassan Merkley
Casey Heinrich Murphy
Collins Hirono Murray
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Peters Shaheen Van Hollen
Reed Sinema Warner
Rosen Smith Warren
Sanders Stabenow Whitehouse
Schatz Tester Wyden
Schumer Udall

NOT VOTING—1
Manchin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Eric E. Murphy, of Ohio, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth
Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, Roy
Blunt, John Cornyn, Joni Ernst,
Lindsey Graham, John Boozman, Mike
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Steve Daines,
James E. Risch, John Hoeven, Mike
Crapo, Shelley Moore Capito, John
Thune, Pat Roberts, Jerry Moran.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Eric F. Murphy, of Ohio, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Sixth Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAMER). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 38 Ex.]

YEAS—53

Alexander Fischer Perdue
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Blackburn Graham Risch
Blunt Grassley Roberts
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
]gur?t ?idef_smlth Rubio

apito nhofe
Cassidy Isakson gasi: FL
Collins Johnson cott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Shel_by
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo McConnell Thune
Cruz McSally Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
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NAYS—46
Baldwin Hassan Sanders
Bennet Heinrich Schatz
Blumenthal Hirono Schumer
Booker Jones Shaheen
Brown Kaine Sinema
Cantwell King Smith
Cardin Klobuchar Stabenow
Carper Leahy
Casey Markey §f§§r
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Walfren
Feinstein Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden
Harris Rosen
NOT VOTING—1
Manchin

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 53, the nays are 46.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Eric E. Murphy, of Ohio, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Cir-
cuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

TRIBUTE TO DON YOUNG

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, it is
Alaskan of the Week time on the Sen-
ate floor, my favorite time of the week
to talk about someone who has made a
difference in my State. As you know,
and as all the pages know, I try to
come down to the floor every week to
talk about someone who is in Alaska
doing a great job for America, for their
community, for the State, and what I
believe is the best State in the coun-
try. I know we can all debate that.

Some of you might take issue a little
bit with the characterization of the
best State, but we certainly have some
bragging rights on some elements that
make us the most unique State in
America. For example, right now, the
Iditarod, the Last Great Race, is under-
way, with 52 mushers and their dog
teams—up to 14 dogs—barreling for
well over 900 miles across the State of
Alaska toward Nome in some of the
most harsh, difficult, and rugged ter-
rain in the world. That is just one of
the many things that makes us unique.
We have the Iditarod, the Northern
Lights that dance in the sky, commu-
nities that still hunt whales to feed
their villages, which they have been
doing for centuries. We have the most
fish and the longest coastline. As a
matter of fact, our coastline is longer
than the rest of the lower 48’s coastline
combined. We have the tallest moun-
tain in the world, and we have a moun-
tain of a Congressman named DON
YOUNG.

Usually, Alaskans of the Week are re-
served for people who aren’t so visible,
who aren’t legends, who maybe are
doing something in their community
that not a lot of people are noticing.
Today, March 6, 2019, I couldn’t resist
because DON YOUNG, the Dean of the
House, has officially become the long-
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est continuously serving Republican in
the Congress in U.S. history. Let me
repeat that. Today, DON YOUNG has be-
come the longest, continually serving
Republican in the Congress—Senate or
House—in the history of the United
States of America. He was already here
when every single Member of Congress
was sworn in. Think about that. For
every Member who has been sworn in,
in the Senate or in the House, DON
YOUNG was here. In fact, according to
Roll Call, there are at least 75 Members
of the House who were not even born
when DON YOUNG came to Washington.
That is an amazing achievement.

He has served Alaska and our coun-
try so well for 46 years that it was only
right to feature him as the Alaskan of
the Week and to make a special Alas-
kan of the Week poster with the young
DON YOUNG and President Ford and
many others and Don in uniform. We
just love DON YOUNG in Alaska.
Congrats to DON.

Where do we begin to talk about Con-
gressman YOUNG and the enormous im-
pact he has had on Alaska and Amer-
ica? Let me start in Central California,
where he was raised on a small ranch.
He began the hard work of ranching
young. ‘“‘My dad was a good man,”’” Don
said, ‘‘but he believed that when you
turned 7, you became a hired man.”’ So
he worked sunup to sundown. It was
hot, riddled with snakes, and poison
ivy. When he was still young, his dad
read him the book ‘““The Call of the
Wild” by Jack London. Alaska sounded
really good to DON YOUNG. It was cold,
not hot, and there were lots of dogs. He
loved dogs. There were no snakes and
no poison ivy.

After he got out of the Army in 1959,
the year Alaska became a State, he
heeded the call of the wild and headed
up the Alcan—much of it was still un-
paved—in a brandnew Plymouth Fury.
Alaska would never be the same.

He fought forest fires. He owned a
skating rink for a short time, but the
BIA school needed a teacher in Fort
Yukon, way up in the Interior on the
Yukon River—a place he still, to this
day, calls home and has a home there.
In fact, he jokes that he is the only
Congressman who uses an outhouse
when he goes home. Anyway, he went
to coach and teach fifth grade. He be-
came a trapper, a gold miner, and a
tugboat captain. Eventually, he met
Lou, his wife, who stayed by his side
for 46 years until she passed in 2009.
Now he has found another partner in
Ann. Thank you, Ann, for continuing
to share him with all of us.

DoN, with Lou’s prompting, caught
the political bug. He served in the
State House in Alaska. He served in
the State Senate in Alaska. He learned
some good lessons there; namely, that
his time in the State Senate taught
him that he was more of a House guy,
where bills move fast, where elections
are right around the corner no matter
what, and where the action is.

Along the way, they had two wonder-
ful daughters, which to DON are still
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