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awards include the following: Legion of
Merit with two oak-leaf clusters, the
Bronze Star Medal, the Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Meritorious
Service Medal with four oak-leaf clus-
ters, the Joint Service Commendation
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal
with three oak-leaf clusters, the Army
Achievement Medal with three oak-leaf
clusters, the Iraqi Campaign Medal, the
Senior Parachutist’s Badge, and the
Army Staff Identification Badge.

After 32 years of dedicated service,
Colleen now resides in Kalispell, MT.
She continues to serve as an inspira-
tional leader in the community. On be-
half of our grateful Nation, I thank her
for her courage and selfless dedication
to others as a hallmark for generation
to come.®

———

RECOGNIZING JOPLIN HIGH
SCHOOL ROTC

e Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the Joplin High School Jun-
ior Reserve Officer Training Corps, one
of the oldest such programs in the
United States.

At a time when our Nation faces ex-
traordinary challenges at home and
abroad, preparing the next generation
is paramount. The future lays in the
hands of our youth. Since 1919, Joplin
High School JROTC has been devel-
oping outstanding citizens for Missouri
through leadership development, dis-
cipline, and service.

Today, less than 1 percent of Ameri-
cans serve in the military; yet, Joplin
High School JROTC has 120 cadets who
are part of the program’s historic leg-
acy under the leadership of Lt. Col.
(Ret.) Joshua Reitz and 1SG (Ret.)
Richard Banks. Some of these cadets
will go on to put the lessons and lead-
ership training they received into prac-
tice through service in the U.S. Armed
Forces. Military service is not only a
career, but a lifestyle full of contin-
uous reward and knowledge. For those
that choose the path of Military Serv-
ice, we should thankful.

To the members of Eagle Battalion, I
urge you to uphold your school’s core
values of truth, honor, and loyalty.
These values may be no guarantee of
popularity, comfort, or success, at
least not as the world defines success;
yet, a life of integrity characterized by
these virtues is a life of which you can
be proud.

The path of leadership is a difficult
one and often lonely. America needs
strong servant-leaders in the next gen-
eration willing to confront the chal-
lenges we face with courage, rooted in
the principles that make our Nation
great.

As your Senator, I have been given
the solemn responsibility to nominate
young women and men for placements
at our Nation’s service academies. It is
a duty I do not take lightly, knowing
that these future leaders will be on the
frontlines of securing American free-
dom. I encourage those of you who
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have been a part of Joplin High School
JROTC to seriously consider applying
for one of these highly selective spots.
The program’s legacy of excellence de-
mands that I give your candidacy the
consideration it deserves.

I want to thank Joplin High School
ROTC for their dedication to their
school, to Joplin, to Missouri, and to
our country. Congratulations on the
first 100 years of service, and here is to
the next century of service.e

———

REMEMBERING KATHLEEN ‘“MIKE”
DALTON

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, she
was a mentor, communicator, histo-
rian, volunteer, role model, and a
friend with an incredible memory of
Alaska history, a journalist, public
servant, a Republican, a woman who
had strong opinions and was not afraid
to express them, a pillar of the commu-
nity, a legend.

This weekend, the Pioneers of Alaska
Fairbanks Igloo will remember Kath-
leen ‘“Mike”” Dalton who passed in Jan-
uary at the age of 93. I rise today to
speak in memory of my friend, this
woman named Mike, an oracle of Alas-
ka history and at the same time a fix-
ture of Alaska’s political history.

So how does a girl get the name
Mike? Mike was born to an Irish father
who anticipated that he would have
two children. One named Patricia, the
other named Mike. Problem is that
Mike’s father had little control of the
gender of his children. Mike’s sister,
the first of the children, was named Pa-
tricia. The second, who turned out to
be a girl as well, was named Kathleen,
but that stubborn Irish father would
have mnothing of it. Kathleen was
“Mike” from the very beginning.

Mike grew up in Arizona. Her father
worked on the Navajo Reservation as a
carpenter and construction worker.
She moved to Tucson to attend Catho-
lic school at age 10 and graduated with
a degree in English from Northern Ari-
zona University in Flagstaff. She fol-
lowed a friend and schoolmate to Alas-
ka, and as they say, the rest is history.

Mike acclimated well to the north
and was quickly introduced to the
sport of dog mushing. She met Jim
Dalton, the son of a pioneer and Klon-
dike gold rush legend and married him
in 1950. Jim was an engineer who
played a major role in development of
the naval petroleum reserve on Alas-
ka’s North Slope. Jim and Mike lived
in Barrow, now the community known
as Utqiagvik, and had two children.
They bought 30 acres in Fairbanks and
built a loghouse. Jim continued to
work on the North Slope. Mike stayed
in Fairbanks to raise the children, but
ever ingenious, she found ways to hitch
a ride to see Jim. She made 12 trips
above the Arctic Circle during the win-
ter of 1968-1969.

Mike chose to live a full life in Fair-
banks. She was a reporter for the Fair-
banks Daily News-Miner, writing the
first draft of Alaska’s post-Statehood
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history. She covered all of the big
events: the 1964 earthquake, the 1967
Fairbanks flood, the discovery of oil at
Prudhoe Bay, and the construction of a
500-mile haul road that made oil pro-
duction possible. That road is today
known as the Dalton Highway, in ac-
knowledgment of Jim Dalton’s pio-
neering work on the North Slope. Jim
died in 1977.

While Mike’s writing endeared her to
Alaskans, her greater contribution
may be her decision to rescue all of the
News-Miner’s World War II era photo
archives from a dumpster, after an edi-
tor new to Alaska, determined that
they lacked historic value. Waiting
until dark, she dove in, dusted the
photos off, and preserved them.

She was recruited to stuff envelopes
and lick stamps for Republican can-
didates, the stepping stone to a half
century’s leadership in the Fairbanks
Republican Women’s Club. Her email
list was envied by all.

In 1964, the Fairbanks North Star
Borough, a regional government for in-
terior Alaska, was formed. Mike ran
for a seat on the borough assembly,
which is the borough’s legislative body.
She was the top vote getter. Turning to
a career in government, Mike managed
Senator Ted Stevens’ interior Alaska
field office from 1971-1978. She worked
for another legend, who recently
passed, Alaska State Senator Jack
Coghill, and during the administration
of Governor Jay Hammond, she relo-
cated to Washington, DC, to manage
Alaska’s Washington office.

Returning to Alaska, she devoted her
life to community service. In 1991, she
worked for the city of Unalaska and
helped organize the 50th commemora-
tion of the Japanese occupation of the
Aleutians. She helped organize the first
American delegation visit to the Rus-
sian Far East and the Kamchatka Pe-
ninsula, hoping to improve ties be-
tween Russia and Alaska as the USSR
came apart. Active in the Pioneers of
Alaska, Mike recorded oral histories of
Alaska’s pioneers for the University of
Alaska archives. She repatriated 24
paintings by Alaska’s most famous art-
ist, Sydney Laurence, back to Alaska.
She was active in the campaign to set-
tle Alaska Native land claims and was
one of the first non-Natives to be hon-
ored by the Fairbanks Native Associa-
tion.

Mike was about service to others, not
glory to herself. She would drive 50
miles out of town to give a ride to a
sourdough who needed it, deliver her
prized oatmeal cookies to the seniors,
chase after a dog gone astray. She went
out to fix the culverts that collapsed
under the weight of Alaska winter to
prevent spring floods, and she raised
money for the hospital. She was gen-
erous to newcomers who experienced
difficulties in acclimating and a men-
tor to young women.

Upon Mike’s induction to the Alaska
Women’s Hall of Fame in 2016, it was
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