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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN
WELDING SOCIETY ON THEIR
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the American Welding
Society on their 100th anniversary, and to
commend them on their exemplary service to
not only the global welding industry as a
whole, but also our community in South Flor-
ida.

The American Welding Society (AWS) was
founded in 1919 when leaders within the in-
dustry joined forces to advance the science,
technology, and application of welding on both
a national and international scale. Initially, the
AWS was composed of 286 members and had
one section, located in Philadelphia, PA.
Today, the AWS is headquartered in Miami,
FL and offers services for over 70,000 mem-
bers worldwide. In line with their mission to
offer professional development, the AWS pro-
vides a number of certification programs for
welders, including the Certified Welding In-
spector program, which was established in
1976, and has since certified over 97,000
welding inspectors.

Having had the privilege to work with the
AWS on a number of occasions during my
time in Congress, | know firsthand the level of
commitment and dedication that the entire or-
ganization has for the industry and its mem-
bers. In its one hundred years of activity, the
AWS has continued to make monumental
strides in assisting and advancing welders
around the world. Notably, the organization
has done an exceptional job in expanding the
welding network through educational opportu-
nities and research programs, which, in turn,
has led to immense growth throughout the in-
dustry.

| am proud that a well-respected and com-
mitted organization like the AWS is not only
headquartered in our great state, but also
Florida’s 25th District. By celebrating its 100th
anniversary and reaching this significant mile-
stone, the AWS has proven that their mission
of bettering the welding industry not only pro-
vides significant results, but is also essential
for its continued growth.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to pay trib-
ute to the American Welding Society for its
significant contributions to the industry and |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
this remarkable organization for its dedicated
work in the local and global welding commu-
nity.

BRENDAN ARCHER-JONES

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brendan Ar-
cher-Jones for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Brendan Archer-dones is a student at Ar-
vada West High School and received this
award because his determination and hard
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Brendan
Archer-Jones is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Brendan Archer-Jones for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 31ST ANNIVER-
SARY OF MASSACRES AGAINST
ARMENIANS IN SUMGAIT

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the thirty-first anniversary of the po-
groms against people of Armenian descent in
Sumgait, Azerbaijan.

In late February of 1988 the Armenian peo-
ple of Nagomo Karabakh, more commonly
known by its people and descendants as
Artsakh, rose up in peaceful protest to de-
mand their right to self-determination. This
courageous call for equality and human dignity
was met with murderous riots beginning on
February 27, 1988, which lasted for three
days. Scores of Armenians were killed, hun-
dreds were wounded, and thousands were
forced to leave their homes and livelihoods
behind.

Undeterred by this oppression, the Arme-
nian community and its dedication to demo-
cratic self-determination sparked a movement
that finally helped bring an end to the dictator-
ship of the Soviet Union. The courage dem-
onstrated by the people of Artsakh in demand-
ing their rights even after all their adversity is
admirable and should never be forgotten. The
people of Artsakh continue to exhibit this
strength and courage in the twenty-first cen-
tury as they stride towards creating a better
tomorrow.

On behalf of the thousands of Armenian
Americans living in my congressional district, |

ask my colleagues to stand with the people of
Artsakh in remembering the lives lost during
this tragic conflict. May their memory serve as
a reminder for each and every one of us to
continue advocating for human rights and
democratic freedoms around the world.

IN RECOGNITION OF WORLD
LYMPHEDEMA DAY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to World
Lymphedema Day. World Lymphedema Day is
committed to increasing awareness of a dis-
ease that affects up to 10 million Americans
and as many as 200 million people worldwide.

Lymphedema is an extremely understudied
yet common disease that occurs when the
body’s natural lymphatic drainage system is
underdeveloped, blocked, or damaged. The
lymphatic fluid, unable to properly drain, be-
comes trapped in a particular area of the body
like the arms, legs, torso, head, or neck. The
resulting swelling can hinder mobility and im-
pair proper bodily functions. In many cases,
the swelling can cause extreme pain dramati-
cally reducing quality of life.

Stanford University estimates that 10 million
Americans are affected by Lymphedema; how-
ever, Lymphedema research continues to be
chronically underfunded. This has led to an
unfortunate number of misdiagnoses and
under-treatment of the disease, which add sig-
nificant costs to patients and the healthcare in-
dustry.

Lymphedema can be inheritable or result
from a trauma or health complication later in
life. Secondary Lymphedema is reported to
develop after health experiences such as can-
cer treatment, radiation therapy, major sur-
gery, and severe burns. Combat injuries sus-
tained by the brave men and women who
serve our country significantly increase the
risk of developing Lymphedema.

Lymphedema affects an estimated 15 per-
cent of all cancer survivors and 40 percent of
all breast cancer survivors. This is particularly
concerning as one in eight women will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer at some point in
their lives.

In 2016, the New York State legislature be-
came the first legislative body in the world to
recognize March 6 as Annual World
Lymphedema Day and the U.S. Senate com-
memorated the day in the last Congress.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the amazing dedication and
strength of the advocates, patients, and health
care providers calling for increased awareness
of and research funding for Lymphedema as
we mark World Lymphedema Day.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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MIA ASTORGA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Mia Astorga
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Mia Astorga is a student at Everitt Middle
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Mia
Astorga is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Mia
Astorga for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments.

————

IN HONOR OF THE AMERICAN PEA-
NUT SHELLERS ASSOCIATION’S
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it
is my great honor to extend a heartfelt con-
gratulations to the American Peanut Shellers
Association (APSA) as it celebrates 100 years
in leading the effort to expand and advance
the American peanut industry. The APSA will
be celebrating this great milestone on Friday,
April 5, 2019, during the Industry Spring Con-
ference at the Bindery at Oakland Library in
Leesburg, Georgia.

The APSA was established by commercial
peanut shellers and crushers from Georgia,
Alabama, and Florida who began operations in
early 1918 as the Southeastern Peanut Asso-
ciation (SPA). Approximately a year later, on
April 5, 1919, a group of commercial peanut
farmers representing their home states con-
vened in Atlanta to officially charter the South-
eastern Peanut Association. On November 30,
1993, the Southeastern Peanut Association of-
ficially changed its name to the American Pea-
nut Shellers Association to incorporate other
shelling companies from other states. The cur-
rent APSA headquarters in Albany, Georgia
was completed in 1986 and has been the offi-
cial hub of this renowned association since it's
relocation from Americus, Georgia in the early
in 1960s.

For the past 100 years, Georgia peanut
farmers through the APSA have been suc-
cessful in improving the profitability of peanuts
and peanut products by working to promote
and increase consumption. In 1965, the APSA
co-sponsored first USA Peanut Congress—the
largest meeting of all segments of the peanut
industry. Today, the APSA is the oldest orga-
nized group in the peanut industry boasting 10
active member shelling companies and 145
associate members who handle 90 percent of
the peanuts grown in the United States.
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| take much pride in the fact that Georgia
leads the nation in production of peanuts with
nearly 50 percent of the annual peanut crop.
Georgia has 14,000 farms with peanuts and
about 4,500 active farmers. Approximately 200
businesses in Georgia are peanut-related.
Two million bags of peanuts are distributed
annually and the industry contributes more
than 50,000 jobs and an estimated $2 billion
to the economy of the state of Georgia.

Since George Washington Carver discov-
ered the many uses for the peanut in the early
twentieth century, peanuts have become a
household food staple and a source of dietary
fiber, protein, and other healthy nutrients. Al-
though peanuts are produced in other parts of
the country, | am a firm believer that no pea-
nuts are of higher quality or more delicious
than Georgia peanuts.

On a personal note, | would like to thank
John Powell, Executive Director of the Amer-
ican Peanut Shellers Association, and the rest
of the wonderful staff as well as Chairman
Ralph Johnson and all those who serve on the
Associate Board of Directors. Their hard work
and dedication have contributed to the suc-
cess of the APSA in many ways.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the residents
of Georgia’s Second Congressional District,
the state of Georgia, and all those nationwide
and worldwide who enjoy our tasty American
peanuts, | ask my colleagues to join me today
in paying tribute to the American Peanut Shell-
ers Association for their exemplary services
and dedicated efforts to support our Nation’s
peanut industry over the past 100 years.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. SHAY D. ASSAD
HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | wish to
honor a Massachusetts constituent, Mr. Shay
Assad, who will be retiring this year after near-
ly 25 years of combined military and federal
service to our country.

He graduated with distinction from the U.S.
Naval Academy; thereafter, he served two
tours of duty aboard U.S. Navy destroyers and
won recognition as the Outstanding Junior Of-
ficer, Fifth Naval District. He is an Aegis
Weapons system and Arleigh Burke class
plank owner having served as the Naval Pro-
curement Officer who procured the Navy’s first
Aegis system for DDG-47 at the Naval Sea
Systems Command. He commenced federal
government civil service as the assistant Dep-
uty Commandant, Installations and Logistics
for Contracts at headquarters, the Marine
Corps, Washington, D.C., serving as the sen-
ior civilian contracting official for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. Mr. Assad joined the Office of the
Secretary of Defense (OSD) in April 2006.
During his tenure in OSD, Mr. Assad first
served as the Director, Defense Pricing and
Acquisition Policy (DPAP). As such he was
the recognized functional leader of a work-
force of 27,000 contracting and pricing profes-
sionals responsible for the procurement of ap-
proximately $300B in goods and services an-
nually.

In addition, from January 2009 through June
5, 2011 he concurrently served in other Acqui-
sition, Technology & Logistics (AT&L) leader-
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ship positions. For a period of time he served
as the Acting Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Technology. He also
performed the duties of the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition. In June
2011, he left his role as Director, DPAP to
serve in the newly established position of Di-
rector, Defense Pricing. In August 2017
through December 2018, he served as Acting
Director, DPAP, concurrent with his duties as
Director, Defense Pricing. His combined senior
executive experience in the Defense industry
(where Mr. Assad served for 25 years prior to
joining OSD) and in Government was without
peer among members of the Senior Executive
Service.

Among his most significant accomplish-
ments for the Department of Defense, Mr.
Assad led the development and implementa-
tion of the largest and most expansive plan in
the Department’s history that focused on im-
proving both the size and quality of the acqui-
sition workforce. This plan, known as the De-
fense Acquisition Workforce Development
Force (DAWDF) initiative, still serves today as
the cornerstone for improving the quality of the
acquisition workforce. In addition, Mr. Assad
developed and implemented the Department
of Defense Contract Peer Review process
which oversaw every sole source procurement
in excess of $500 million dollars, as well as
every significant competitive source selection
within the Department of Defense over the
past twelve years. The peer review process
has been recognized to have enabled the sav-
ings of billions for the taxpayers through im-
proving the quality of the Department’s con-
tract business dealings.

Mr. Assad also led the OSD peer review
team that oversaw the successful conduct of
the largest single source selection in the De-
partment’s history—the KC-X tanker program
resulting in saving billions for the taxpayers.
He led the Department of Defense mediation
and developed the successful strategy to re-
solve litigation associated with the Depart-
ment’s Space Launch Program, enabling an
increase in the security posture of the United
States, while saving hundreds of millions for
the taxpayers.

Over his tenure of federal service, Mr.
Assad was the most decorated contracting
and pricing professional in the career civil
service having received numerous federal
service awards. Principal among those awards
were: 1) the Distinguished Service Medal with
Bronze Palms; 2) the Distinguished Service
Medal; 3) the Secretary of Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal; 4) the Secretary of De-
fense Exceptional Service Medal; 5) a Distin-
guished Presidential Rank Award; 6) a Meri-
torious Presidential Rank Award; 7) the De-
partment of Defense Inspector General Jo-
seph H. Sherick Award (the highest honor be-
stowed on non-OIG employees); and 8) the
David Acker Award for Acquisition Excellence.
He was inducted into the Defense Acquisition
University (DAU) Hall of Fame in recognition
of his leadership in the acquisition profession
and for the establishment of the DAWDF initia-
tive. He has been the Department’s leading
advocate for increasing employment opportu-
nities for the blind and severely disabled; and
has received numerous awards to include the
E. Richard “Dick” Alley Career Achievement
Award (Ability One Program’s highest recogni-
tion) and the Osbourne “Oz” Day Award for
those efforts.
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| ask my colleagues to join me in thanking
Mr. Assad for his distinguished service to our
country and in wishing him a fulfilling and en-
joyable retirement.

GABE SIMON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Gabe Simon
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Gabe Simon is a student at Standley Lake
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Gabe
Simon is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Gabe Simon for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE EDDIE DAY
PASHINSKI, THE WILKES-BARRE
FRIENDLY SONS’ MAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Pennsylvania State Rep-
resentative Eddie Day Pashinski, who will re-
ceive the Man of the Year Award at the
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons’ annual St. Pat-
rick's Day celebration on Friday, March 15,
2019. Eddie has been a dedicated public serv-
ant for more than four decades, first as a
music teacher, then as a state representative.

Eddie is a native Northeastern Pennsylva-
nian. He received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in music education from Wilkes Univer-
sity and has a master's equivalency. For 38
years, Eddie served as music teacher and
choral director in the Greater Nanticoke Area
School District. He was an active member of
the union, the GNA Education Association,
where he advanced the profession of teaching
and ensured that students receive a quality
education from highly qualified and equitably
treated educators. Always motivated to serve
at the highest level, Eddie took on leadership
roles such as chief spokesperson, vice presi-
dent, and president.

Driven by his civic minded sensibility, out-
going personality, and desire to create sus-
tainable change for the community at large,
Eddie ran for the 121st Legislative District seat
to represent Wilkes-Barre City, Fairview Town-
ship, Wilkes-Barre Township, Ashley Borough,
Hanover Township, and Laurel Run Borough
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in the state house in Harrisburg. He handily
won the 2006 election and has held the office
since.

Eddie found great success as a state legis-
lator. He is an ardent supporter of health care
reform and has spearheaded a task force of
regional experts to offer recommendations to
improve our health care system to make it
more affordable and accessible. In the wake
of the devastating flooding in 2011, Eddie in-
troduced a legislative package to help home-
owners and small businesses rebuild and re-
cover. His exceptional efforts on behalf of
Pennsylvanians have earned him the title of
Legislator of the Year from several organiza-
tions.

Though no longer a music teacher, Eddie
Day continues to bring the joy of music to the
people of Northeastern Pennsylvania with his
band, The Starfires. With his late wife, Millie,
Eddie is the proud father of four children and
grandfather to seven grandchildren.

It is an honor to recognize State Represent-
ative Eddie Day Pashinski as he accepts the
Man of the Year Award from the Wilkes-Barre
Friendly Sons. His public service career is ad-
mirable and unparalleled, and | thank him for
his leadership in our community and in Harris-
burg. May he continue to be extraordinarily
successful in his work for greater good of our
commonwealth.

CELEBRATING THE FIRST ANNUAL
HARRIET TUBMAN DAY HOSTED
BY THE NEW YORK STATE
EQUAL RIGHTS CENTER

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the first annual Harriet Tubman
Day hosted by the New York State Equal
Rights Center (NYS Equal Rights Center) in
Auburn, New York. Harriet Tubman is an
American icon, whose courageous activism
helped strengthen civil and women’s rights.
Her legacy runs deep in Central New York
and still influences the local community today.

Born a slave in Dorchester County, Mary-
land, Harriet Tubman escaped to freedom in
1849. She arrived in Philadelphia but quickly
returned to Maryland to rescue the rest of her
family. Successful in guiding her family and
many other slaves to their freedom, Harriet
Tubman became a well known figure on the
Underground Railroad. Notably, she never lost
an escaped slave she was guiding to freedom
during her service as a conductor on the Un-
derground Railroad.

Harriet Tubman joined the Union when the
Civil War broke out in 1861, first serving as a
nurse and then as a scout. She possessed
knowledge of stealth travel from her time on
the Underground Railroad, a skill she passed
along to Union scouts to evade detection by
Confederate forces. This skill proved ex-
tremely helpful during the Combahee River
Raid, when she and her fellow Union scouts
sabotaged Confederate supplies. This raid
was also significant because Harriet Tubman
became the first woman to lead an armed as-
sault during the Civil War. After the war, Har-
riet Tubman moved to Auburn to care for her
family who settled there.
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Women'’s suffrage became a priority for Har-
riet Tubman during her later life. She became
very active in the movement, traveling
throughout the northeast to participate in dem-
onstrations and working alongside suffragist
leaders like Susan B. Anthony and Emily
Howland. While Harriet Tubman passed away
in 1913, her role in the suffrage movement
helped pave the way for full women’s voting
rights in 1920.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House to join me in celebrating the first annual
Harriet Tubman Day hosted by the NYS Equal
Rights Center. Harriet Tubman’s contributions
to civil and women’s rights in our society is
unparalleled. The NYS Equal Rights Center
pays tribute to her activism, serving as a re-
minder for Central New Yorkers to treat every-
one in the community equally and respectfully.
| ask my fellow Representatives to honor Har-
riet Tubman’s legacy and never forget her role
in creating a more equal America for all.

KILYN STEWART
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kilyn Stewart
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Kilyn Stewart is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kilyn Stew-
art is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Kilyn
Stewart for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments.

——————

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 6, 2019

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) to expand
Americans’ access to the ballot box, reduce
the influence of big money in politics, and
strengthen ethics rules for public servants,
and for other purposes:

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Chair, H.R. 1,
the “For the People Act of 2019” addresses
many significant challenges to our democratic
institutions and the conduct of federal elec-
tions. The very foundation of our democracy
depends on ensuring that our elections are
fair, accurate, and freely accessible to all
American citizens. We have witnessed in the
last few years the roll back of voting rights to
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a time | had truly hoped would remain in the
past. We must continue to be vigilant against
anything that would impede the right to vote.
We must also protect our democratic institu-
tions for the people, and not just for a few
wealthy interests.

The U.S. election system is complex and
highly decentralized, encompassing approxi-
mately 10,000 local, county, and state election
offices. States and local jurisdictions face a
number of challenges in their administration of
federal elections, including outdated and inse-
cure technology. Most of us are on screens all
day long and have become accustomed to the
convenience. There are probably some young
people that don't like to read on paper at all.
However, when it comes to electronic voting
systems, these same conveniences may be
subject to technical malfunctions as well as
significant cybersecurity risks that have al-
ready been shown, in real elections, to under-
mine Americans’ constitutional right to vote.

The last major voting legislation was passed
almost two decades ago. It created several
new responsibilities for the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) to work
with the Election Assistance Commission,
election administrators, and manufacturers on
voting systems technology standards develop-
ment. The Science Committee was active in
the development of that language.

Today’s bill, H.R. 1, makes an effort at ex-
panding NIST’s role in voting and elections
technology. While | support H.R. 1 overall, |
do have some concerns with the proposed
new scope of activities for NIST. NIST’s core
mission is measurement science and stand-
ards. Most people have never heard of NIST
and don’t understand what it does, but NIST
plays a central and unique role in advancing
U.S. competitiveness as well as in cybersecu-
rity across the public and private sector. The
agency has no regulatory authority, which al-
lows it to win the trust of and work closely with
industry and all kinds of stakeholders in the
standards development process. The Science
Committee has worked very hard to preserve
this standards development function of NIST.
NIST expressed concern to us that some of
the language in this bill may compromise the
agency’s ability to work closely with states and
counties on elections technology. In addition,
while other provisions in the bill are better
aligned with NIST’s mission and worthy of
support, we must ensure there is additional
funding for NIST to accomplish these impor-
tant goals. As this bill moves through the leg-
islative process, | look forward to working with
my colleagues in the House and Senate to ad-
dress both of these issues.

Election and voting integrity and security are
important to everyone in this Chamber on both
sides of the aisle, and my colleagues on the
Science Committee are eager to present legis-
lative ideas for the role of NIST in voting and
elections technology, as well as recommenda-
tions for sufficient levels of support to ensure
the agency can succeed in this mission.

Mr. Chair, | support H.R. 1 and urge its pas-
sage.
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IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
JOEL WARHURST’'S CHANGE OF
COMMAND

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise to recognize Colonel Joel Warhurst's
Change of Command.

Colonel Warhurst was commissioned in the
Transportation Branch in 1994. Upon comple-
tion of the Transportation Officer Basic
Course, he began his initial tour of duty at Fort
Campbell, KY, where he served as a Platoon
Leader in the 594th Transportation Company
(Medium Truck) with the 129th Corps Support
Battalion, 101st Corps Support Group; the Ex-
ecutive Officer and Arrival Departure Airfield
Control Group OIC for the 372nd Transpor-
tation Company (Cargo Transfer); and the
129th CSB Operations Officer (S—3).

In 1998, he completed the Combined Logis-
tics Officer Advanced Course and Combined
Arms Services and Staff School and was as-
signed to the 82nd Airborne Division, G—4. As
a multifunctional logistician, he served as the
Plans Officer and later the Operations Officer.
Next, he served as Commander of the 546th
Transportation Company Light/Medium Truck
(Airborne), 1st Corps Support Command.
Afterward, he completed a one-year assign-
ment, Training with Industry with the Army Air
Force Exchange Service in Dallas, Texas.
Then, he served in the Combined Arms Sup-
port Command—CSS Battle Lab as a principle
action officer. He attended the resident Com-
mand and General Staff School and was as-
signed to Army Sustainment Command as the
Brigade Logistics Support Team Chief for 1st
BCT—101st at Fort Campbell, KY. Later, he
served as the Battalion Operations Officer and
Executive Officer for 426th Brigade Support
Battalion, 1st Brigade Combat Team (Bas-
togne), 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault).
Afterward, he was selected as the Secretary
General Staff, Headquarters Army Materiel
Command followed by selection as the Assist-
ant Executive Officer, Commanding General,
and Army Materiel Command.

He served as Commander, DLA Distribution
Red River, Texas; Deputy Commander and
Commander of the 82nd Sustainment Brigade
(Provisional), Fort Bragg, NC.

Prior to his arrival at Anniston Army Depot,
he served as the ACOS J4/G4, Chief of Logis-
tics at NATO Rapid Deployable Corps—Tur-
key and recently completed an assignment in
the Army G—4 as a Readiness Officer.

On July 27, 2017, he became Anniston
Army Depot’s 35th commander.

His military education includes the Strategic
Deployability Course (SDS), Strategic Unit
Movements Planners Course, Hazardous Ma-
terials Preparer Course, Combat Developers
Course, Air Assault School, Airborne School,
and Jumpmaster Course. He is a graduate of
the Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National
Security and Resource Strategy at Fort
McNair, VA.

He holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Industrial Technology from the Technological
University in Cookeville, TN and a Master of
Science Degree from Florida Institute of Tech-
nology in Logistics Management, and National
Resource Strategy from the Eisenhower
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School, National Defense University, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Among his awards and decorations are the
Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (4th Oak
Leaf Cluster), Army Commendation Medal
(2nd Oak Leaf Cluster), and the Army
Achievement Medal (2nd Oak Leaf Cluster),
Meritorious Unit Citation (AAFES and 1st BCT,
101st), National Defense Medal (2nd Award),
Irag Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
and Oversees Service Ribbon.

Madam Speaker, please join me in thanking
Colonel Warhurst for his service to our coun-

try.

NATHAN TAFOYA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Nathan
Tafoya for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Nathan Tafoya is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Nathan
Tafoya is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Na-
than Tafoya for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

IN MEMORY OF MR. W. PARKER
GREENE, SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor a distinguished and
staunch advocate for our nation’s military, and
dear friend of longstanding, Mr. W. Parker
Greene, Sr. Sadly, Mr. Greene passed away
on Tuesday, December 18, 2018, at the age
of 86. He leaves behind an impeccable legacy
of service that will never be forgotten. A me-
morial service will be held for Mr. Greene at
Moody Air Force Base on Thursday, March
14, 2019, at 10 a.m.

Woodbridge Parker Greene, Sr. was born
on December 3, 1932, to the union of the late
Woodbridge and Mildred Parker Greene in
Thomaston, Georgia. A product of the Upson
County Public School System, he graduated
from Robert E. Lee High School in 1951 and
went on to attend the Georgia Institute of
Technology. He later served in the U.S. Army
from 1953 to 1955. During that time, he was
assigned to the Safety Education Division of
the Georgia Department of Public Safety
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where he made safety presentations to
schools and civic groups. He was also part of
President Eisenhower's Georgia security de-
tail. After honorably serving his country, Mr.
Greene continued his studies at the University
of Georgia, majoring in Business Administra-
tion, and at Northwestern University, where he
attended business seminars. He spent the
next 29 years of his career as a regional man-
ager for Rhodes Furniture Company.

Mr. Greene’s dedication to the military con-
tinued after his retirement. He was the first
Squadron Commander of the “White Knuckle”
Squadron, a unit formed by local civic leaders
who have received orientation flights in Moody
Air Force Base (AFB) aircraft. In 1991, he
helped establish the Moody Support Group,
which was instrumental in strengthening the
relationships between the local community and
the Air Force. As the Executive Director of the
group, he helped protect Moody AFB from clo-
sure. In 2000, he was appointed to the Geor-
gia Military Affairs Committee by then Gov-
ernor Roy Barnes.

In conjunction with his professional accom-
plishments, Mr. Greene was heavily involved
in his community, serving as the Chairman
(1972-85) of the Military Affairs Committee
and Vice President (1978-79) of the Valdosta/
Lowndes County Chamber of Commerce; on
the Board of Directors for the Valdosta State
College/University Foundation; and as an ac-
tive member of the ACC Commanders Air
Power Support Group, the National Civic
Leader Group for the U.S. Air Force Chief of
Staff, Rotary International, the Kiwanis Clubs
of America, the Boy Scouts of America, the
Young Men'’s Christian Association, the Moody
AFB Red Carpet Committee, the University of
Georgia Gridiron Society, and the Sigma
Alpha Epsilon Alumnae organization. In addi-
tion to his extensive community involvement,
he was also a faithful member of the First
United Methodist Church in Valdosta, where
he once served on the Administrative Board.

Mr. Greene received several prestigious
awards for his dedicated civic service, includ-
ing the Distinguished Citizen award from the
Alapaha Area Boy Scout Council (2000); the
first-ever Chief of Staff of the Air Force Award
for Exceptional Public Service (2007); and the
Air Force Distinguished Public Service Award
(2009), the highest honor the Air Force can
bestow upon a civilian. Additionally, a portion
of Bemiss Road from Valdosta to Moody AFB
(W. Parker Greene Highway, 2005) and
Moody AFB’s headquarters (W. Parker
Greene Base Support Center, 2007) were
named in his honor.

Mr. Greene achieved much in his life, but
none of it would have been possible without
the love and support of his loving wife, Lucy;
his children, Sharon and Woodbridge Jr.; and
a host of family and friends who will miss him
deeply.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Life’s
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What
are you doing for others?’” Mr. Greene un-
doubtedly lived by this philosophy. From his
extensive work with the development of
Moody AFB to his efforts to provide a bridge
between the military and civilians, his work
made a tremendous impact on the lives of
many.

On a personal note, | was privileged to work
with Parker for over 26 years in behalf of
Moody AFB and have not encountered a more
committed citizen to his community and Na-
tion.
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Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
my wife, Vivian, and me, along with the more
than 730,000 people in Georgia’s Second
Congressional District in paying tribute to Mr.
W. Parker Greene, Sr. for a life well lived and
in extending our deepest sympathies to his
family, friends, and loved ones during this dif-
ficult time of bereavement. Moreover, we pray
that they will be consoled and comforted by an
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days,
weeks, and months ahead.

—

HONORING THE DILLARD HIGH
SCHOOL LADY PANTHERS GIRLS’
BASKETBALL TEAM ON WINNING
THEIR 10TH FLORIDA STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | enthu-
siastically rise today to honor the Dillard High
School Lady Panthers girls’ basketball team
and their coach Marcia Pinder on winning their
10th state championship on March 2, 2019
with a 43—-40 win against Ponte Vedra Nease
at George W. Jenkins Arena.

Coach Pinder leads by example. Her dedi-
cation to Dillard High School and its basketball
program is truly commendable.

Under Coach Pinder’s tutelage, the Dillard
girls basketball team has consistently been
recognized for being among the best in their
sport.

In this year's game, Genovea Johnson and
Raven White, two senior stars on the team,
helped carry the Lady Panthers to victory.
They both have had the unique experience of
attending Dillard since they were in middle
school.

| would also like to recognize the entire
Lady Panthers team, which includes: Markhyia
Davis, Briah Christia, Chynna Mattair, Kayla
Burrows, Sequoia Emmanuel, Angel Howell,
Genovea Johnson, Kintaeja Ling, Taja Ste-
phens Aryanna Boyce, Monique Harris, Raven
White, and Marcus Harris.

Madam Speaker, | am so very proud of the
Dillard High School Lady Panthers girls’ bas-
ketball team. They had a tremendous season
and should be extremely proud of themselves.
| wish Coach Pinder and the entire team many
more years of continued success.

MARK TANNER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Mark Tanner
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Mark Tanner is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Mark Tan-
ner is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels

E267

strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Mark
Tanner for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

IN HONOR OF TOULA BARBER
HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Toula Barber, who is being hon-
ored by the Daughters of Penelope Chapter
No. 51 this Saturday, March 9, 2019 for her
dedication to the organization. The Daughters
of Penelope promotes the ideals and traditions
of Hellenism in America, focusing on service
to one’s community.

My own ancestors, like Toula herself,
moved to this country from Greece for free-
dom and a better life. During her many years
in New Hampshire, Toula has been more than
just a model citizen—she has become a pillar
of our community. Her warmth, deep sense of
compassion, and ethic of community service
are extraordinary, and | feel lucky to count her
as a role model and a friend.

For many years, Toula served as a District
Governor for the Daughters of Penelope llios
Chapter No. 51. In this organization, Toula
has done more than just uphold and carry on
important traditions for the Greek community—
she has also brought our Greek traditions to
our broader Manchester community, helping
make our city more inclusive and open.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | want to
thank Toula for her decades of dedication to
our community. | hope that she enjoys cele-
brating this well-deserved honor, and | thank
her for all that she does to make our state
such a wonderful place to learn, live, and
grow.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BERNARD
McGURL, ANCIENT ORDER OF HI-
BERNIANS DIVISION 4 PAUL
“HOOK” O’'MALLEY MAN OF THE
YEAR AWARD

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Bernard McGurl, who
will receive the Paul “Hook” O’Malley Man of
the Year Award from the Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians Division 4 on Thursday, March 7,
2019. .

Bernie grew up in Dunmore and is a grad-
uate of Dunmore Central Catholic High
School. He received degrees in political
science and history from the University of
Scranton and a degree in humanities from
Keystone College. Bernie went on to attend
Johnson College to study cabinetmaking and
building construction. Early in his career, he
worked jobs in construction, forestry, and rail.
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Bernie is best known for his passion for pre-
serving the environment. He has made ex-
traordinary efforts to clean and maintain the
Lackawanna River watershed, an area that
encompasses 350 square miles across four
counties in Northeastern Pennsylvania. Bernie
was also instrumental in establishing the
Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority. Under
his direction, the Lackawanna River Conserva-
tion Association acquired sections of railbed
that are now incorporated into the Lacka-
wanna Heritage Trail. As Vice President of the
Rail Trail Council, his work resulted in the ac-
quisition of 40 miles of D&H railbed. As Exec-
utive Director for Lackawanna Valley Conser-
vancy, he was successful in protecting 18
properties totaling 200 acres.

He is also a great supporter of the arts. Ber-
nie is an active member of the Mulberry Poets
and Writers Association. A lifelong learner,
Bernie satisfies his intellectual curiosity and
takes it upon himself to study different dis-
ciplines, including geology, history, ecology,
and various aspects of engineering.

It is an honor to recognize a fellow environ-
mentalist and public servant for all the great
work he has done. May he continue to work
for the good of the natural world and our com-
munity. | wish Bernard the best as he accepts
the Paul “Hook” O’Malley Man of the Year the
Award.

FRANK ALLEN-TATE ERICKSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Frank Allen-
Tate Erickson for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Frank Allen-Tate Erickson is a student at
Oberson Middle School and received this
award because his determination and hard
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Frank
Allen-Tate Erickson is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Frank Allen-Tate Erickson for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of his
future accomplishments.

———

HONORING SAINT THOMAS MID-
TOWN HOSPITAL ON ITS 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Saint Thomas Midtown Hospital in
Nashville, Tennessee on the occasion of its
100th anniversary.

Saint Thomas Midtown Hospital is the larg-
est faith based nonprofit hospital in Middle
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Tennessee, providing spiritually centered, ho-
listic care that sustains and improves the
Nashville community.

With its 683 licensed acute care beds, more
than 2,000 employees, 1053 physicians, and
425 allied health providers on staff, Saint
Thomas Midtown Hospital delivers world class
care and makes a tremendous impact on
Nashville and the surrounding counties every
day.

Saint Thomas Midtown Hospital provides a
wide variety of vital inpatient and outpatient
services. The clinical programs and medical
facilities are continuously updated to meet
both the changing needs of the community
and the challenges posed by new discoveries
and innovations in technology.

Saint Thomas Midtown began its healing
ministry in Nashville as Protestant Hospital on
March 20, 1919. The ownership of Protestant
Hospital was transferred to the Tennessee
Baptist Convention in 1948 and became Mid-
State Baptist Hospital. The name was later
changed to Baptist Hospital on December 17,
1964. In January 2002, Baptist Hospital joined
Saint Thomas Health’s regional health system
and became a member of Ascension, a
Catholic Health System that is the largest non-
profit, faith based health system in the United
States. In 2013, the name was changed from
Baptist Hospital to Saint Thomas Midtown
Hospital.

Despite its evolution and many name
changes over the years, one thing has re-
mained constant. Saint Thomas Midtown Hos-
pital has always been dedicated to improving
the health of our entire community, especially
the poor and most vulnerable.

We are fortunate to have a ministry like
Saint Thomas Midtown Hospital providing
compassionate care in the great state of Ten-
nessee for the past 100 years. | hope that
Nashville is lucky enough to have Saint Thom-
as Midtown Hospital caring for our citizens for
100 more years to come.

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNITED NEGRO
COLLEGE FUND, INC.

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. BYRNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 75th Anniversary of the
founding of the United Negro College Fund,
Inc. (UNCF). In it's 75 years of existence,
UNCF has helped thousands of students at-
tend colleges and universities throughout the
country; Through their work, they have created
leaders and proud members of our commu-
nities whose contributions to the United States
are immeasurable.

The UNCF was founded in 1944 to help in-
crease the total number of black Americans
enrolled in college. UNCF traces its founding
to Frederick Douglass Patterson, who wrote
an open letter in the Pittsburgh Courier to
presidents of other private black colleges in
1934 urging them to “pool their small monies
and make a united appeal to the national con-
science.”

Today, UNCF is a strong organization with
a profound mission to build a robust and na-
tionally-recognized pipeline of under-rep-
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resented students who, because of UNCF
support, become highly-qualified college grad-
uates. UNCF also seeks to ensure their net-
work of 37-member Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs) is a respected
model of best practice in moving students to
and through college and then into the work-
force .

As co-Chair of the Bipartisan HBCU Cau-
cus, | am proud to represent the many HBCUs
in Alabama and advocate for the betterment of
all HBCUs across the country. | have appre-
ciated working with UNCF to accomplish this
mission.

Since its founding, UNCF has raised more
than $4.8 billion in scholarship aid for stu-
dents. Each year, UNCF awards scholarships
and internships to more than 10,000 students
at 1,100 colleges and universities nationwide.
Overall, more than 445,000 students have
earned college degrees due to the support
provided by UNCF.

It is impossible to measure the legacy and
contributions of UNCF. Madam Speaker,
please join me in commemorating the constant
investments by UNCF in our low-income, first
generation college students and HBCUs, and
all of the immeasurable good they have done
for our students and our nation.

JAELYN VELASQUEZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jaelyn
Velasquez for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jaelyn Velasquez is a student at Arvada
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated Jaelyn
Velasquez is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jaelyn Velasquez for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

———————

IN HONOR OF THE 2018-2019 AAAAA
STATE CHAMPIONS: THE BAIN-
BRIDGE BEARCATS FOOTBALL
TEAM

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 2018—-2019 AAAAA
Football Georgia State Champions, the Bain-
bridge High School Bearcats of Bainbridge,
Georgia. The team will be celebrating this sig-
nificant milestone with a celebration on Mon-
day, March 18, 2019, at Centennial Field in
Bainbridge, Georgia.
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On Tuesday, December 11, 2018, the
Bearcats won the state championship game
against the Warner Robins Demons (47—41) in
triple overtime. This historic victory marked the
second state football title in Bearcat history
and the first since 1982. The team has played
both their lowest-scoring and highest-scoring
games of the season against the Demons,
scoring zero points in October of 2018 and 47
points at the state championship game in De-
cember.

Their victory in this years AAAAA state
championship embodied decades of frustra-
tion, hard work, and determination bursting
forth into an unbelievable season of athletic
excellence and teamwork. The Bainbridge
Bearcats is the first team in Georgia since
1992 to go from a .500 winning percentage or
below to state champions. The team traveled
over 1,853 miles and went on to defeat five
consecutive top ten opponents for the first
time in school history, won four consecutive
state playoff road wins for the first time in the
school’s history, and finished with a 10+ win
season for only the 6th time in school history.

The Bainbridge Bearcats finished their sea-
son with a seven-game winning streak, five of
which were on the road. The team also set
school records for interceptions returned for
touchdowns, sacks, and blocked kicks and
punts. Additionally, the team’s seniors com-
pleted their high school career with an aston-
ishing 36-16 record, the best for any senior
class in school history.

| cannot put into words the amount of pride
that the citizens of Bainbridge, and indeed in
the entire Second Congressional District, has
in being able to call this outstanding team of
athletes its own. They have accomplished an
incredible feat, one that could not have been
possible without the tireless leadership and
encouragement from their head coach, Jeff
Littleton and his staff, as well as their families,
classmates, and members of the community
who believed in their ability to bring home a
state championship title.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
my wife, Vivian, and me, along with the more
than 730,000 constituents of Georgia’s Sec-
ond Congressional District in recognizing
these hardworking young men who have per-
severed, made sacrifices, and developed the
character that will help them to succeed in
other aspects of life, and in congratulating
them on their historic achievement.

EMILIE WEHR
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Emilie Wehr
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Emilie Wehr is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Emilie
Wehr is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to
Emilie Wehr for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

COMMEMORATING THE 1988
SUMGAIT POGROMS AGAINST
THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, | stand in
solidarity with the Armenian American commu-
nity in commemorating the February 1988
Sumgait Pogroms. Thirty-one years ago in the
Azerbaijani town of Sumgait, peaceful Arme-
nian residents were brutally targeted on the
basis of their ethnicity and subjected to un-
speakable crimes. In March 1988, The Econo-
mist reported the atrocities and documented
the murder and mutilation of pregnant Arme-
nian women and newborn babies in a mater-
nity hospital. Other mainstream media reports
from the time speak of Azerbaijani mobs hunt-
ing down Armenian families and committing
murder, rape and property theft.

The Sumgait Pogroms were the beginning
of an escalation of violence against the Arme-
nian minority, with a wave of anti-Armenian vi-
olence spreading to Kirovabad in November
1988 and to Baku in January 1990, which cul-
minated in the forcible expulsion of 390,000
Armenians from Azerbaijan and the 1991-94
war over Artsakh (the former Nagorno
Karabakh).

In response to the Sumgait and Kirovabad
pogroms, Nobel Prize-winning dissident, nu-
clear physicist and human rights activist,
Andrei Sakharov, appealed to the international
community to condemn the atrocities and pre-
vent further violence by stating: “Armenian
people are again facing the threat of genocide.
The events in Sumgait and Kirovabad may be
its beginning. This must not be allowed to
happen!” (November 26, 1988, The New York
Times)

The government of Azerbaijan must be held
accountable by the international community for
the pogroms committed against its minority Ar-
menian population, and | will continue to work
in Congress to shed light on and learn the les-
sons of such atrocities.

DMITRII ZHELEZOGLO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Dmitrii
Zhelezoglo for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Dmitrii Zhelezoglo is a student at Arvada
West High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Dmitrii
Zhelezoglo is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
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work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Dmitrii  Zhelezoglo for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

IN MEMORY OF SEAMAN FIRST
CLASS EARL PAUL BAUM

HON. AL LAWSON, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, it
is with great personal sadness that | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Seaman First
Class Earl Paul Baum, who was killed in ac-
tion on December 7, 1941, when his battle-
ship, the USS Oklahoma, was attacked in
Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii. He was 19 years
old. Seaman First Class Baum served his
country admirably with courage and dedica-
tion. It was a tragedy that he was taken from
us so young. Many brave and dedicated indi-
viduals who serve our country every day are
faced with life threatening challenges, and
when we lose one of them, their loss is felt
throughout our nation.

Seaman First Class Baum joined in the U.S.
Navy when he was 18 years old, leaving be-
hind his parents, a brother and three sisters in
Chicago for a naval base 4,000 miles away.
He served on the USS Oklahoma as a printer
when the ship was struck by seven torpedoes,
capsized and sank within ten minutes. Four
hundred and twenty-nine sailors and marines
perished, from a total crew of 1353.

Madam Speaker, his legacy provides an ex-
traordinary example for other young men and
women who aspire to serve.

| hope it is a comfort to his sisters Emily
Golz and May Gresh, his twelve nieces and
nephews, and numerous great and great,
great nieces and nephews, to know that so
many in our community and around our nation
respected and admired Seaman First Class
Baum and thank him for his ultimate sacrifice.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF HOLLY GROVE
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HON. GEORGE HOLDING

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate a group of nine outstanding
sixth graders at Holly Grove Middle School—
one of ten national finalists in the 2019
Samsung Solve for Tomorrow contest.

This nationwide competition challenges stu-
dents to use science, technology, engineering
and math skills to formulate ideas for address-
ing local issues in their communities.

The group of sixth graders at Holly Grove
developed an innovative bus stop sign that ac-
tivates flashing lights to alert nearby drivers
and pedestrians when a bus is 300 feet away.
The advanced stop sign is powered by solar
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energy and even changes colors as the bus
gets closer.

With STEM technology poised to be a cen-
terpiece of the 21st century economy and job
market, it is so exciting to see young students
display such talent and technological inge-
nuity.

Congratulations to all the students and fac-
ulty members at Holly Grove involved in the
project. | wish them all the best of luck as they
compete for the national grand prize.

IN MEMORY OF ANN L. O'NEAL

HON. AL LAWSON, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life and legacy of Ann
L. O'Neal, a dear friend, a beloved daughter of
Florida A&M University (FAMU), the Tallahas-
see community and, indeed a great Floridian.
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Ann had a tremendously vibrant presence in
and around the Florida A&M campus, where
she was widely known as “Auntie Ann”. She
was a tremendous advocate for FAMU and
was a tireless force for the betterment of the
university, its students, and victory for all its
athletic teams.

Ann truly took that line from the FAMU alma
mater to heart—“on gridiron, diamond, track
and field, | will fight whatever the battle be
.. .7 Ann was a fixture at every single foot-
ball, basketball, softball, baseball game on
campus for over 50 years, and her enduring
loyalty to the University was infectious.

| can remember my time as a Rattler bas-
ketball player, Ann would always sit in the
stands, right behind the team bench cheering
us on. She would offer us encouragement
when we needed it, and if you messed up or
made a bad shot, she’d let you know that too.
But it was all in love and Ann loved hard. And,
| can say with great certainty that no one
loved the Rattlers as Ann did.

March 7, 2019

In her professional life, Ann O’Neal broke
barriers as the first female Space Analyst in
FAMU’s Division of Facilities Planning, where
she worked for more than 30 years. She did
her job well, and with pride. She was recog-
nized by the Florida Board of Regents, which
preceded the Florida Board of Governors,
which oversees Florida’s public universities, as
the best Space Analyst in the state. For a
time, she knew every inch of Florida A&M and
its buildings and made sure that its space was
allocated properly and accounted for.

Ann O’Neal was always full of enthusiasm,
for all things FAMU and for life in general. In
our sadness at her sudden passing, we re-
member that Ann loved the Lord, and Ann
loved FAMU. She seized every opportunity
and enjoyed every moment that she was
given. | hope it is a comfort to Ann’s family
and friends that so many people mourn their
loss and are praying for them during this sad
time.
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