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MIA ASTORGA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Mia Astorga
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Mia Astorga is a student at Everitt Middle
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Mia
Astorga is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Mia
Astorga for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments.

————

IN HONOR OF THE AMERICAN PEA-
NUT SHELLERS ASSOCIATION’S
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it
is my great honor to extend a heartfelt con-
gratulations to the American Peanut Shellers
Association (APSA) as it celebrates 100 years
in leading the effort to expand and advance
the American peanut industry. The APSA will
be celebrating this great milestone on Friday,
April 5, 2019, during the Industry Spring Con-
ference at the Bindery at Oakland Library in
Leesburg, Georgia.

The APSA was established by commercial
peanut shellers and crushers from Georgia,
Alabama, and Florida who began operations in
early 1918 as the Southeastern Peanut Asso-
ciation (SPA). Approximately a year later, on
April 5, 1919, a group of commercial peanut
farmers representing their home states con-
vened in Atlanta to officially charter the South-
eastern Peanut Association. On November 30,
1993, the Southeastern Peanut Association of-
ficially changed its name to the American Pea-
nut Shellers Association to incorporate other
shelling companies from other states. The cur-
rent APSA headquarters in Albany, Georgia
was completed in 1986 and has been the offi-
cial hub of this renowned association since it's
relocation from Americus, Georgia in the early
in 1960s.

For the past 100 years, Georgia peanut
farmers through the APSA have been suc-
cessful in improving the profitability of peanuts
and peanut products by working to promote
and increase consumption. In 1965, the APSA
co-sponsored first USA Peanut Congress—the
largest meeting of all segments of the peanut
industry. Today, the APSA is the oldest orga-
nized group in the peanut industry boasting 10
active member shelling companies and 145
associate members who handle 90 percent of
the peanuts grown in the United States.
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| take much pride in the fact that Georgia
leads the nation in production of peanuts with
nearly 50 percent of the annual peanut crop.
Georgia has 14,000 farms with peanuts and
about 4,500 active farmers. Approximately 200
businesses in Georgia are peanut-related.
Two million bags of peanuts are distributed
annually and the industry contributes more
than 50,000 jobs and an estimated $2 billion
to the economy of the state of Georgia.

Since George Washington Carver discov-
ered the many uses for the peanut in the early
twentieth century, peanuts have become a
household food staple and a source of dietary
fiber, protein, and other healthy nutrients. Al-
though peanuts are produced in other parts of
the country, | am a firm believer that no pea-
nuts are of higher quality or more delicious
than Georgia peanuts.

On a personal note, | would like to thank
John Powell, Executive Director of the Amer-
ican Peanut Shellers Association, and the rest
of the wonderful staff as well as Chairman
Ralph Johnson and all those who serve on the
Associate Board of Directors. Their hard work
and dedication have contributed to the suc-
cess of the APSA in many ways.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the residents
of Georgia’s Second Congressional District,
the state of Georgia, and all those nationwide
and worldwide who enjoy our tasty American
peanuts, | ask my colleagues to join me today
in paying tribute to the American Peanut Shell-
ers Association for their exemplary services
and dedicated efforts to support our Nation’s
peanut industry over the past 100 years.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. SHAY D. ASSAD
HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | wish to
honor a Massachusetts constituent, Mr. Shay
Assad, who will be retiring this year after near-
ly 25 years of combined military and federal
service to our country.

He graduated with distinction from the U.S.
Naval Academy; thereafter, he served two
tours of duty aboard U.S. Navy destroyers and
won recognition as the Outstanding Junior Of-
ficer, Fifth Naval District. He is an Aegis
Weapons system and Arleigh Burke class
plank owner having served as the Naval Pro-
curement Officer who procured the Navy’s first
Aegis system for DDG-47 at the Naval Sea
Systems Command. He commenced federal
government civil service as the assistant Dep-
uty Commandant, Installations and Logistics
for Contracts at headquarters, the Marine
Corps, Washington, D.C., serving as the sen-
ior civilian contracting official for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. Mr. Assad joined the Office of the
Secretary of Defense (OSD) in April 2006.
During his tenure in OSD, Mr. Assad first
served as the Director, Defense Pricing and
Acquisition Policy (DPAP). As such he was
the recognized functional leader of a work-
force of 27,000 contracting and pricing profes-
sionals responsible for the procurement of ap-
proximately $300B in goods and services an-
nually.

In addition, from January 2009 through June
5, 2011 he concurrently served in other Acqui-
sition, Technology & Logistics (AT&L) leader-
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ship positions. For a period of time he served
as the Acting Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Technology. He also
performed the duties of the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition. In June
2011, he left his role as Director, DPAP to
serve in the newly established position of Di-
rector, Defense Pricing. In August 2017
through December 2018, he served as Acting
Director, DPAP, concurrent with his duties as
Director, Defense Pricing. His combined senior
executive experience in the Defense industry
(where Mr. Assad served for 25 years prior to
joining OSD) and in Government was without
peer among members of the Senior Executive
Service.

Among his most significant accomplish-
ments for the Department of Defense, Mr.
Assad led the development and implementa-
tion of the largest and most expansive plan in
the Department’s history that focused on im-
proving both the size and quality of the acqui-
sition workforce. This plan, known as the De-
fense Acquisition Workforce Development
Force (DAWDF) initiative, still serves today as
the cornerstone for improving the quality of the
acquisition workforce. In addition, Mr. Assad
developed and implemented the Department
of Defense Contract Peer Review process
which oversaw every sole source procurement
in excess of $500 million dollars, as well as
every significant competitive source selection
within the Department of Defense over the
past twelve years. The peer review process
has been recognized to have enabled the sav-
ings of billions for the taxpayers through im-
proving the quality of the Department’s con-
tract business dealings.

Mr. Assad also led the OSD peer review
team that oversaw the successful conduct of
the largest single source selection in the De-
partment’s history—the KC-X tanker program
resulting in saving billions for the taxpayers.
He led the Department of Defense mediation
and developed the successful strategy to re-
solve litigation associated with the Depart-
ment’s Space Launch Program, enabling an
increase in the security posture of the United
States, while saving hundreds of millions for
the taxpayers.

Over his tenure of federal service, Mr.
Assad was the most decorated contracting
and pricing professional in the career civil
service having received numerous federal
service awards. Principal among those awards
were: 1) the Distinguished Service Medal with
Bronze Palms; 2) the Distinguished Service
Medal; 3) the Secretary of Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal; 4) the Secretary of De-
fense Exceptional Service Medal; 5) a Distin-
guished Presidential Rank Award; 6) a Meri-
torious Presidential Rank Award; 7) the De-
partment of Defense Inspector General Jo-
seph H. Sherick Award (the highest honor be-
stowed on non-OIG employees); and 8) the
David Acker Award for Acquisition Excellence.
He was inducted into the Defense Acquisition
University (DAU) Hall of Fame in recognition
of his leadership in the acquisition profession
and for the establishment of the DAWDF initia-
tive. He has been the Department’s leading
advocate for increasing employment opportu-
nities for the blind and severely disabled; and
has received numerous awards to include the
E. Richard “Dick” Alley Career Achievement
Award (Ability One Program’s highest recogni-
tion) and the Osbourne “Oz” Day Award for
those efforts.
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| ask my colleagues to join me in thanking
Mr. Assad for his distinguished service to our
country and in wishing him a fulfilling and en-
joyable retirement.

GABE SIMON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Gabe Simon
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Gabe Simon is a student at Standley Lake
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Gabe
Simon is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Gabe Simon for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE EDDIE DAY
PASHINSKI, THE WILKES-BARRE
FRIENDLY SONS’ MAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Pennsylvania State Rep-
resentative Eddie Day Pashinski, who will re-
ceive the Man of the Year Award at the
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons’ annual St. Pat-
rick's Day celebration on Friday, March 15,
2019. Eddie has been a dedicated public serv-
ant for more than four decades, first as a
music teacher, then as a state representative.

Eddie is a native Northeastern Pennsylva-
nian. He received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in music education from Wilkes Univer-
sity and has a master's equivalency. For 38
years, Eddie served as music teacher and
choral director in the Greater Nanticoke Area
School District. He was an active member of
the union, the GNA Education Association,
where he advanced the profession of teaching
and ensured that students receive a quality
education from highly qualified and equitably
treated educators. Always motivated to serve
at the highest level, Eddie took on leadership
roles such as chief spokesperson, vice presi-
dent, and president.

Driven by his civic minded sensibility, out-
going personality, and desire to create sus-
tainable change for the community at large,
Eddie ran for the 121st Legislative District seat
to represent Wilkes-Barre City, Fairview Town-
ship, Wilkes-Barre Township, Ashley Borough,
Hanover Township, and Laurel Run Borough
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in the state house in Harrisburg. He handily
won the 2006 election and has held the office
since.

Eddie found great success as a state legis-
lator. He is an ardent supporter of health care
reform and has spearheaded a task force of
regional experts to offer recommendations to
improve our health care system to make it
more affordable and accessible. In the wake
of the devastating flooding in 2011, Eddie in-
troduced a legislative package to help home-
owners and small businesses rebuild and re-
cover. His exceptional efforts on behalf of
Pennsylvanians have earned him the title of
Legislator of the Year from several organiza-
tions.

Though no longer a music teacher, Eddie
Day continues to bring the joy of music to the
people of Northeastern Pennsylvania with his
band, The Starfires. With his late wife, Millie,
Eddie is the proud father of four children and
grandfather to seven grandchildren.

It is an honor to recognize State Represent-
ative Eddie Day Pashinski as he accepts the
Man of the Year Award from the Wilkes-Barre
Friendly Sons. His public service career is ad-
mirable and unparalleled, and | thank him for
his leadership in our community and in Harris-
burg. May he continue to be extraordinarily
successful in his work for greater good of our
commonwealth.

CELEBRATING THE FIRST ANNUAL
HARRIET TUBMAN DAY HOSTED
BY THE NEW YORK STATE
EQUAL RIGHTS CENTER

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the first annual Harriet Tubman
Day hosted by the New York State Equal
Rights Center (NYS Equal Rights Center) in
Auburn, New York. Harriet Tubman is an
American icon, whose courageous activism
helped strengthen civil and women’s rights.
Her legacy runs deep in Central New York
and still influences the local community today.

Born a slave in Dorchester County, Mary-
land, Harriet Tubman escaped to freedom in
1849. She arrived in Philadelphia but quickly
returned to Maryland to rescue the rest of her
family. Successful in guiding her family and
many other slaves to their freedom, Harriet
Tubman became a well known figure on the
Underground Railroad. Notably, she never lost
an escaped slave she was guiding to freedom
during her service as a conductor on the Un-
derground Railroad.

Harriet Tubman joined the Union when the
Civil War broke out in 1861, first serving as a
nurse and then as a scout. She possessed
knowledge of stealth travel from her time on
the Underground Railroad, a skill she passed
along to Union scouts to evade detection by
Confederate forces. This skill proved ex-
tremely helpful during the Combahee River
Raid, when she and her fellow Union scouts
sabotaged Confederate supplies. This raid
was also significant because Harriet Tubman
became the first woman to lead an armed as-
sault during the Civil War. After the war, Har-
riet Tubman moved to Auburn to care for her
family who settled there.
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Women'’s suffrage became a priority for Har-
riet Tubman during her later life. She became
very active in the movement, traveling
throughout the northeast to participate in dem-
onstrations and working alongside suffragist
leaders like Susan B. Anthony and Emily
Howland. While Harriet Tubman passed away
in 1913, her role in the suffrage movement
helped pave the way for full women’s voting
rights in 1920.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House to join me in celebrating the first annual
Harriet Tubman Day hosted by the NYS Equal
Rights Center. Harriet Tubman’s contributions
to civil and women’s rights in our society is
unparalleled. The NYS Equal Rights Center
pays tribute to her activism, serving as a re-
minder for Central New Yorkers to treat every-
one in the community equally and respectfully.
| ask my fellow Representatives to honor Har-
riet Tubman’s legacy and never forget her role
in creating a more equal America for all.

KILYN STEWART
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kilyn Stewart
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Kilyn Stewart is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kilyn Stew-
art is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Kilyn
Stewart for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments.

——————

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 6, 2019

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) to expand
Americans’ access to the ballot box, reduce
the influence of big money in politics, and
strengthen ethics rules for public servants,
and for other purposes:

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Chair, H.R. 1,
the “For the People Act of 2019” addresses
many significant challenges to our democratic
institutions and the conduct of federal elec-
tions. The very foundation of our democracy
depends on ensuring that our elections are
fair, accurate, and freely accessible to all
American citizens. We have witnessed in the
last few years the roll back of voting rights to
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