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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TAKANO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 7, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARK
TAKANO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

——
REASONS TO OPPOSE H.R. 1

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BubpD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, later today,
we are going to be voting on H.R. 1, and
I would like to make a few points for
the RECORD.

To my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle, before you vote this after-
noon, I would like you to remember
one thing. This bill is nearly 600 pages,
and it has been referred to 10 different
committees, yet it has been subject to
only one markup.

I want the supporters of this bill to
think about how that really looks. You
are bringing up the bill that is in-
tended to expand the ability of Ameri-
cans to participate in the political
process by using a process that re-
stricted the participation of their
elected officials.

The second thing I want to point out
is the section of this bill that creates a
voucher program to allow people to use
public funds for campaign donations.
Mr. Speaker, instead of using taxpayer
dollars for critical needs like border se-
curity or fixing our roads, we would be
sending these dollars to political cam-
paigns. That would be a complete dis-
aster.

One last thing that I am going to
point out about this bill is the fact
that it would weaponize the FEC to
favor the ruling political party.

Under current law, the Federal Elec-
tion Commission is made up of six
members, consisting of three Repub-
licans and three Democrats. Four votes
are needed to move forward with any
kind of prosecution. The bill says that
the new commission must consist of
two Republicans, two Democrats, and
one independent. By this logic, BERNIE
SANDERS is technically an independent
and would count, even though we all
know he is a socialist and caucuses,
though, with the Democrats.

I would say much more about this
bill, Mr. Speaker, and in the coming
weeks I plan to. But for now, I want my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
know that we have a real chance to put
politics aside and pass some serious re-
form that would make our system
work even better, but the more time
we focus on partisan games like this,
the less time we actually focus on
draining the swamp.

MOTHERS RUNNING FOR ELECTED
OFFICE FACE CHILDCARE OB-
STACLES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PORTER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I am a
single mom. When I ran for Congress
last year, I spent thousands and thou-
sands of dollars on childcare.

Running for Federal office requires
60- to 90-hour workweeks, and I worked
every single day, including every single
weekend. I also worked challenging
hours, normally starting my day at 6:45
a.m. and ending with campaign events
stretching late into the evenings.

I juggled dozens and dozens of
childcare providers for nearly 2 years,
without whom I would never have
made it to Congress.

I have three children, Betsy, who is 7;
Paul, who is 10; and Luke, who is 13.
Leaving them alone while I was on the
campaign trail was not an option.
Bringing them along on the campaign
trail was often impossible or inappro-
priate and sometimes could even have
been dangerous for them.

For the past two centuries, Congress
has written many, many laws about
what women may and may not do. But
until this year, women’s representation
in Congress was less than 20 percent.
With the election of my historic class,
we hit 23.4 percent—102 women.

But, Mr. Speaker, that number is
still very low. There are even fewer
moms in Congress and even fewer sin-
gle moms, as in nobody but me. A
major barrier to women running for
elected office is their inability to af-
ford the amount or type of childcare
needed in a campaign.

That is why I worked to include lan-
guage in H.R. 1, the For the People
Act, and introduced an identical stand-
alone bill, the Help America Run Act.
It explicitly allows candidates for Fed-
eral office to use campaign contribu-
tions to pay for childcare.
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