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In fact, every few months I meet with 
a group of staffing companies. These 
individuals operate companies that fill 
positions ranging from temporary to 
permanent work in various industries. 
Between these staffing companies, they 
would be able to fill thousands of jobs 
today if they could find the necessary 
workers. Every day, these positions go 
unfilled and opportunities are lost. 

To help alleviate this situation, I 
plan on introducing legislation to help 
build a workforce pipeline. 

One bill, the USA Workforce Tax 
Credit Act, which I will be introducing 
next week, encourages charitable dona-
tions for community-based apprentice-
ship initiatives, career and technical 
education, workforce development, and 
K–12 educational preparedness. 

Enacting this proposed legislation 
will help meet the urgent need to en-
sure the preparation of current and fu-
ture workers for the changing needs of 
the U.S. economy. Job creation and job 
preparation must go hand in hand. 

Another area we must evaluate to 
help fill out workforce shortages is our 
Nation’s visa system. Our current sys-
tem spans the spectrum of foreign 
work visas, but does not address a 
main driver of illegal immigration. 

My bill, the Workforce for an Ex-
panding Economy Act, would help ad-
dress the gap in the spectrum. This leg-
islation will create a market-driven 
immigration visa program targeted to 
workers in occupations that do not re-
quire a college degree, otherwise de-
fined as ‘‘less skilled’’ to do year- 
round, non-farm work, creating a new 
‘‘H–2D visa.’’ This H–2D visa would 
only go into effect if the unemploy-
ment rate is 5 percent or lower in the 
metropolitan area where an employer 
is seeking employees. 

Moreover, this bill would implement 
a two-track system in which employers 
and potential immigrant laborers are 
both required to receive a permit to 
work in the U.S. 

Much like our other visa programs, 
employers will have to prove they are 
unable to hire a U.S. worker after un-
dergoing the required market tests. 
Employees are only allowed to work 
for an approved employer, at the ap-
proved location, in the specific job that 
was approved, and all employers will be 
required to use E-Verify. 

While just a start, Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve these bills will help strengthen 
our workforce and help meet the needs 
of employers to continue supporting 
our economic growth. I urge my col-
leagues to support them and to help 
continue our country’s track record of 
success and keep us on the right eco-
nomic path. 

f 

GOVERNMENT BY THE PEOPLE, 
FOR THE PEOPLE, AND OF THE 
PEOPLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. STANTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address perhaps the most im-
portant reform legislation to protect 
and strengthen our democracy in a 
generation: H.R. 1, the For the People 
Act. 

We have a responsibility, an obliga-
tion, to make sure that our govern-
ment always remains one of the people, 
by the people, and for the people. But 
the truth is Congress has not done 
enough to protect the voices of every-
day Americans and to make sure that 
our government institutions are work-
ing for them. 

The American people know it, and, 
Mr. Speaker, I believe that is exactly 
why they voted for new leadership in 
our people’s House. They know what is 
happening to our political system. The 
dark money, the attack ads from se-
cret, fly-by-night groups, the incred-
ible influence special interests seem to 
have over too many political leaders. 
They see it every day when the system 
that used to work so well for the mid-
dle class is now rigged against them. 

So much of it is the result of the Su-
preme Court’s Citizens United decision. 
Consider the facts: From 2008 to 2016, 
the amount of outside spending to in-
fluence our elections has increased ten-
fold, reaching an astonishing $1.4 bil-
lion during our last presidential elec-
tion. 

These billions being spent to influ-
ence elections and politicians, they 
aren’t coming from everyday Ameri-
cans, but are more likely coming from 
Wall Street, Big Pharma, and other 
high-powered interests working against 
the rest of us. We can do better and, 
with H.R. 1, we will do better. 

This transformative set of reforms 
will shine a light on dark money and 
return power to the people. It puts dis-
closure front and center by requiring 
political groups to disclose their large 
donors, bringing dark money out of the 
shadows for good. 

H.R. 1 recognizes a simple principle: 
The American people ought to know 
who is writing big checks to their 
elected officials and candidates for of-
fice. 

By curbing the influence of special 
interests, we can lift the voices of ev-
eryday Americans and we can better 
focus on the issues that matter most, 
like quality jobs, affordable 
healthcare, clean air and water, and 
strong infrastructure. 

Mr. Speaker, history has its eyes on 
us today. Let us, once again, resolve to 
make sure that our government re-
mains one of the people, by the people 
and, of course, for the people. 

f 

UNNECESSARY TINKERING WITH 
THE HIGHER EDUCATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise as leader of the Repub-
licans on the Education and Labor 

Committee, which had a referral on 
H.R. 1 that did not even have a hearing, 
much less a markup on the provisions 
that fall within our jurisdiction. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, a referral 
means a bill should be debated by a 
committee of jurisdiction, but that did 
not happen. 

It appears that every corner of Amer-
ican life would be touched by this over-
reaching, politically-motivated bill. 
Even colleges and universities did not 
manage to escape its reach. 

We fully recognize the opportunity 
colleges and universities can provide 
for traditional 18- to 24-year-old stu-
dents to register to vote. That is why 
we have always been supportive of 
voter registration efforts on campuses. 
But mandating voter registration ef-
forts on campus doesn’t show good in-
tentions for student engagement. 

Instead, it reveals the true motive 
behind this unnecessary tinkering with 
the Higher Education Act. Colleges and 
universities have not, do not, and must 
not ever exist to serve the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

The provisions in H.R. 1 take institu-
tions of higher learning and put them 
in the same category as your local 
DMV. It is bad enough that colleges 
and universities barely resemble the 
free marketplace of ideas they once 
were. This bill turns them into full- 
fledged government offices, with all of 
the customer service and freedom of 
thought for which government offices 
are known. 

The reasons to oppose H.R. 1 are 
many, but we could not allow the pro-
visions that impact educational insti-
tutions to go unnoticed as House 
Democrats clearly hoped. 

H.R. 1 is one of the most cynical po-
litical stunts we have seen and, for 
that reason, Mr. Speaker, we should 
oppose it and oppose it with all our 
might. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF SUZANNE KLING POST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in memory and in celebration of 
the life and legacy of my friend, Su-
zanne Kling Post, a tremendous force 
for good in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. 

Suzy passed on January 2, after hav-
ing spent her entire life in service to 
others, fighting for school desegrega-
tion, civil liberties, fair housing, wom-
en’s rights, equality for all, and more. 
There was no challenge too daunting 
and no issue too controversial for Suzy 
to take on. 

As reliable as the sun rising and set-
ting each day, if there was injustice, 
prejudice, or discrimination, Suzy was 
right there, organizing and empow-
ering. She helped lift the voices of 
those wronged, and demanded more 
from our city and our Commonwealth 
on behalf of those in need. 
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