
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2512 March 7, 2019 
Looking ahead to next week, I am 

looking forward to reintroducing with 
my colleagues the Native American 
Voting Rights Act. This legislation 
will make sure that communities are 
not left behind as we strengthen our 
democracy. 

House Democrats committed to the 
American people that we would fun-
damentally change Washington if 
elected to the majority; we committed 
that our work would be for the people. 
This week, we are living up to that 
commitment. 

f 

ANTI-SEMITISM IS THE CANARY IN 
THE COAL MINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today 
should not be about politics. I didn’t 
rise to be political. This is personal. 

A few years ago, I was invited to 
speak at the U.N. General Assembly 
special session on anti-Semitism. I told 
the representatives from the assembled 
countries that anti-Semitism is the ca-
nary in the coal mine, that if there is 
anti-Semitism in your country, there 
is hatred that will ultimately permeate 
throughout society if it is not checked. 
I never thought I would need to explain 
that to my colleagues. 

This is not political. No one should 
make it political. 
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The use of anti-Semitic language and 
images can never be tolerated. When a 
Presidential campaign runs a commer-
cial alleging a Jewish global con-
spiracy in an ad featuring George 
Soros, Janet Yellen, and Lloyd 
Blankfein, it is invoking classic anti- 
Semitic tropes and it must be con-
demned. When the same campaign 
tweets an image of their opponent fea-
turing a Jewish star and piles of 
money, it does the same thing and it 
must be condemned. When one of our 
colleagues accuses Soros, Steyer, and 
Bloomberg of buying the election, it 
also invokes classic anti-Semitism 
that must be condemned. And when 
one of our colleagues invokes the clas-
sic anti-Semitic tropes that Jews con-
trol the world, that Jews care only 
about money, and that Jews cannot be 
loyal Americans if they also support 
Israel, this, too, must be condemned. 

We have the opportunity to condemn 
all of that, by all of them, intolerable 
as it all is, by passing a strong con-
demnation of anti-Semitism. Mr. 
Speaker, because of anti-Semitism 
over millennia, millions of Jews have 
been hated, targeted, and expelled from 
their countries, violently attacked, 
killed, and exterminated. Words lead to 
action and to death. 

There is too much hatred, too many 
other people who are targeted, and we 
need to support all of them. But we are 
having this debate because of the lan-
guage of one of our colleagues, lan-
guage that suggests that Jews like me, 

who serve in the United States in Con-
gress and whose father earned a Purple 
Heart fighting the Nazis in the Battle 
of the Bulge, that we are not loyal 
Americans. 

Why are we unable to singularly con-
demn anti-Semitism? Why can’t we 
call out anti-Semitism and show that 
we have learned the lessons of history? 

It feels like we are only able to call 
the use of anti-Semitic language by a 
colleague of ours—any colleague of 
ours—if we are addressing all forms of 
hatred. And it feels like we can’t say it 
is anti-Semitism unless everyone 
agrees that it is anti-Semitism. 

Who gets to define what counts as 
stereotypes or discrimination? Isn’t it 
the people who experience the bias? 
The people who have experienced that 
hatred for thousands of years? 

If Jews whose families were per-
secuted or attacked or killed are talk-
ing about how anti-Semitic words can 
lead at their most hateful and violent 
extremes, then it is anti-Semitism. 
And take my word for it. If you don’t 
do that, then please understand that an 
anti-Semite will hear those words as a 
dog whistle. 

What has been so difficult for so 
many people in my community is that 
people who are fearful when anti-Se-
mitic tropes are used are being told 
that they are wrong. Jewish elected of-
ficials are saying that this history that 
we know well is invoked by referencing 
dual loyalty, and some of my col-
leagues are saying that it doesn’t mat-
ter what that history means to me. It 
is intensely personal because it is on-
going: in Europe, in Asia, in the Middle 
East, in South America, and in the 
United States. 

Eleven people were killed less than 6 
months ago in a synagogue because 
they were Jews. What is happening in 
our country should alarm us all. The 
attacks on our colleagues because they 
are Muslim or African American or 
Hispanic or members of the LGBT com-
munity, any attack must be con-
demned when it is based on hatred. 

But when a colleague invokes classic 
anti-Semitic lies three times, then this 
body must condemn that anti-Semi-
tism. Anti-Semitism is worthy of being 
taken seriously on its own. It is worthy 
of being singularly called out. 

Jews control the world? Jews care 
only about money? Jews have dual loy-
alty and can’t be patriotic members of 
the country in which they live? 

Words matter. For generations, they 
have had dangerous consequences for 
me, for my family, and for my people. 
This shouldn’t be so hard. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 48 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. CASTOR of Florida) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

As the days grow longer and many 
impatiently wait for more springlike 
warmth, we give You thanks for all the 
blessings we enjoy in our favored land. 

We ask Your blessing on the Mem-
bers of this people’s House in the work 
they do. Though sometimes conten-
tious, we ask Your blessing of Spirit 
upon all that, as colleagues in the im-
portant work of the House, they might 
seek to find agreement on issues that 
will redound to the benefit of our Na-
tion. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
CRAWFORD) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CRAWFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

COMMEMORATING TRIPLE NEGA-
TIVE BREAST CANCER AWARE-
NESS DAY 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate Triple Neg-
ative Breast Cancer Awareness Day, 
which took place earlier this week on 
March 3. 

My daughter, Lauren, battled triple 
negative breast cancer for 2 years, with 
incredible strength, courage, humor, 
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