H2514

the For the People Act. This bill takes
on one of the biggest issues facing our
democracy: campaign finance reform.

The Supreme Court’s decision, in
Citizens United, was one of the most
disastrous decisions of our time. It
opened the floodgates to the unlimited
amount of unregulated dark money
that is now corrupting our democracy.

And Congress not only has the au-
thority to regulate the way our polit-
ical campaigns are financed, but, I be-
lieve, we have the moral responsibility
to step up.

This bill would shed light on the bil-
lionaires and special interest groups
who are really behind some of the can-
didates running for office, and it would
level the playing field by giving the
power back to the traditional grass
roots donors.

This, without a doubt, is one of the
most important issues that we as a
Congress will take on this year, and
that is why I urge all of my colleagues
to get in this fight to get unlimited
dark money out of the political system
once and for all.

————
FOR THE POLITICIANS ACT

(Mr. GREEN of Tennessee asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I rise in opposition to H.R. 1,
ironically titled the For the People
Act. A more accurate name would be
the ‘“For the Politicians Act.”

This bill would, essentially, ban the
interstate crosscheck system which 27
States, including Tennessee, use to pre-
vent voter fraud by ensuring voters are
not registered in multiple States.

Is that for the people or for the poli-
ticians?

Another provision would mandate
that States use unaccountable,
unelected commissions to draw their
districts, further isolating Americans
from their elected officials.

Is that for the people or for the poli-
ticians?

Still, another section would create a
6-to-1 taxpayer-funded match for polit-
ical donations, giving politicians a
massive boost for their campaign cof-
fers from taxpayer dollars.

Is that for the people or for the poli-
ticians?

H.R. 1 is not for the people; it is for
the politicians. I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no.”

———

RECOGNIZING MARCH AS
NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize March as National Nutrition
Month.

In 1973, the American Dietetic Asso-
ciation, now called the Academy of Nu-
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trition and Dietetics, started National
Nutrition Week as a way to deliver nu-
trition education messages to the pub-
lic.

Fast-forward 7 years, and the week
became a month-long celebration
thanks to the growing public interest
in nutrition.

Madam Speaker, during the last Con-
gress, I had the honor of being chair-
man of the Agriculture Subcommittee
on Nutrition. From women and chil-
dren who use the WIC program to
adults and families who utilize the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, or what we refer to as SNAP,
formerly called food stamps, I know
that good nutrition is important at
every stage of life.

National Nutrition Month focuses on
the importance of making informed
food choices and developing sound eat-
ing and physical activity habits.

Next Wednesday is Registered Dieti-
tian Nutritionist Day, and this occa-
sion increases awareness of registered
dietitian nutritionists as the indispen-
sable providers of food and nutrition
services, while recognizing their com-
mitment to helping people enjoy
healthy lives.

Happy National Nutrition Month.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
SERVICE OF JAMES PATTERSON

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize an outstanding
patriot and advocate for Tennessee vet-
erans, James Patterson of Columbia,
Tennessee, who recently passed away.

James was a Vietnam veteran who
earned medals for his service. He had a
3b-year career at Union Carbide, but
locals know him best for his many vol-
unteer affiliations in life. He was the
true embodiment of what makes Amer-
ica great.

James was an American Legion com-
mander and Legionnaire of the Year,
also a member of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans and Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

He was Maury County’s veterans
services director, and every week, as
sergeant at arms, he led the Pledge of
Allegiance at Columbia’s Rotary Club.

James loved his country and loved,
most of all, the men and women who
fight for it. My staff and I have worked
with him often to help Tennessee vet-
erans receive the benefits and honors
they deserve.

We were saddened to learn of his
passing. The entire community lost a
friend.

My condolences to the Patterson
family. Here in the Capitol and in my
home State of Tennessee, I will do my
best to carry on James’ work on behalf
of the brave men and women who risk
their lives to defend the United States
of America. He set an example for all of
us.
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Thank you for your service, James.
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HONORING JOAN ESPENSHADE

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker,
March is Women’s History Month, and
I am proud to honor some remarkable
women in my district.

Today, I would like to recognize Ms.
Joan Espenshade, a woman from Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania, who gave back to
our community by creating an extraor-
dinary program to feed those in need.

In 2005, Joan learned that some local
children were food insecure on week-
ends when the school’s free lunch pro-
gram was not available to them, so she
decided to step in and help parents
make better use of their limited food
dollars.

She founded the Power Packs Project
to provide food and nutritional infor-
mation to low-income families. Not
only did she help those families, but
Power Packs now extends to 45 schools
in 13 districts with 350 volunteers.

Joan stepped down as president of
Power Packs after 9 years in 2014, but
her vision and impact can still be seen
as the program continues today.

We are thankful for people like Joan
who remind us of the importance of
caring for those in need. It is an honor
to recognize her today.

————

HONORING SHERIFF MIKE BROWN

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the career of retiring
Bedford County, Virginia, Sheriff Mike
Brown. The county’s top law enforce-
ment officer since 1996, Sheriff Brown
has devoted nearly 50 years to pro-
tecting the citizens of his home county
and the Commonwealth of Virginia.

In his time as sheriff, Mike has led
efforts to modernize the department
and expand cooperation with sur-
rounding departments. These efforts
led to the 1998 creation of the Southern
Virginia Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force, an organization
whose purpose is locating and pros-
ecuting individuals who prey on our
children.

In the most recent reporting year,
the task force arrested 227 individuals
accused of crimes against children and
identified 127 child victims. Over 20
years, an untold number of children
have been protected and hundreds of
predators have been put behind bars be-
cause of Sheriff Brown’s efforts to es-
tablish the task force.

In 2017, Sheriff Brown was appro-
priately named National Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation Sheriff of the Year.

Madam Speaker, I thank Sheriff
Brown for his service to the citizens of
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Bedford County and all of Virginia, and
I wish him and his family all the best
during a well-earned retirement. His
service leaves a legacy we can all be
proud of.

————
HONORING BOB HUDZIK

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Bob Hudzik, a constituent in my
district who has made a profound dif-
ference in his community.

Bob, a world champion dart player
and custodian at Mt. Olive High
School, began Darts for Kids, a non-
profit organization that hosts an an-
nual dart tournament. The proceeds go
to families of children with life-threat-
ening illnesses, usually to contribute
to the cost of unforeseen medical ex-
penses.

Their first tournament in 2013 raised
about $10,000. To date, Darts for Kids
has raised almost $175,000 and helped
over 90 families with medical costs for
children.

I recently cosponsored legislation
that shines a light on individuals like
Bob. H.R. 276, the RISE Act, would es-
tablish the Recognizing Inspirational
School Employees Award Program
within the Department of Education to
highlight the dedication of education
support professionals like Bob.

Bob is a perfect example of the peo-
ple who make our communities great. I
could not be prouder of all that Bob
has done to better the lives of families
in Mt. Olive, Illinois.

Keep up the great work, Bob.

————

BETTER REFORM FOR THE
PEOPLE

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I am
here today to speak out against H.R. 1.

When Republicans were in the major-
ity, we reserved H.R. 1 for legislation
that actually benefited the American
people by putting more money in their
pockets and growing the economy
through the historic tax reform bill
passed last year. Now here we are,
under a new majority, planning to vote
on a bill telling folks that their hard-
earned taxpayer dollars will be going
to a political candidate that they
would never support.

This bill goes too far and is nothing
more than a power grab from the
Democrats to try to ensure one-party
rule. This socialist, top-down, one-size-
fits-all election system violates States’
rights, fails to criminalize fraudulent
voter registration, and eliminates
every American’s constitutional right
to free speech under the First Amend-
ment.

We do not need the heavy, over-
reaching hand of the Federal Govern-
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ment corrupting every single election
across this great Nation.

Madam Speaker, I have said it before
and I will say it again: This legislation
is not reform for the better, and it is
not for the people.

———

STATE AND LOCAL TAX
DEDUCTION

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker,
forcing Americans to pay Federal tax
money they have already paid to State
and local governments is double tax-
ation, and it is wrong. But that is just
what the tax law passed by my Repub-
lican colleagues in 2017 did.

The law places a severe $10,000 re-
striction on the State and local tax de-
duction. According to the United
States Department of the Treasury,
more than 11 million households will
exceed this new cap. In my district,
around 42 percent of filers use the
SALT deduction, and I have heard from
many constituents stuck this year
with a higher tax bill.

Madam Speaker, Illinois already
pays approximately $1.36 for every dol-
lar we receive in Federal spending. It is
not right that our communities now
must bear the burden for the Presi-
dent’s irresponsible tax law.

Lifting these punishing caps is a top
priority for my constituents, and I am
pleased that there is growing bipar-
tisan support for the effort. This week,
I cosponsored legislation introduced by
Chairwoman NITA LOWEY, a Democrat,
and PETER KING, a Republican, to re-
store the full SALT deduction.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join us in this effort and
help bring needed tax relief to the com-
munities we all represent.

———
TERM LIMITS FOR CONGRESS

(Mr. RIGGLEMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Madam Speaker,
my esteemed colleague, Representative
ROONEY, has introduced a bill, H.J. Res.
20, to limit the number of terms that a
Member of Congress may serve to three
terms. I signed on to cosponsor this bill
right away.

Term limits would take power away
from special interests and lobbyists
and give it back to the people. When
Members stay in Congress for too long,
they lose touch with the people back
home and allow special interests to
hold sway more than regular people.

A Congress out of touch with its con-
stituents cannot do a good job rep-
resenting the American people. This
bill would make sure our constituents
will have a representative body that
they recognize.

The power of incumbency is a coun-
terbalance to the will of the people.
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Term limits would encourage inde-
pendent congressional judgment and
reduce election-related incentives for
wasteful government spending.

This bill would create a much better
political system by inspiring political
leaders with a desire to serve their con-
stituents, not themselves; political
leaders who respond to voters’ con-
cerns, not a career path in special in-
terests.

Madam Speaker, I call on my fellow
Members to support this bill.

———

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2019

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
DEGETTE). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 172 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the further consideration of
the bill, H.R. 1.

Will the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. CASTOR) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
1) to expand Americans’ access to the
ballot box, reduce the influence of big
money in politics, and strengthen eth-
ics rules for public servants, and for
other purposes, with Ms. CASTOR of
Florida (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Wednes-
day, March 6, 2019, amendment No. 22
printed in part B of House Report 116—
16 offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROUDA) had been disposed
of.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 1 OFFERED BY MS.

LOFGREN OF CALIFORNIA

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Chair, pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
172, I offer amendments en bloc.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 1 consisting
of amendment Nos. 35, 36, 40, 41, 42, 44,
46, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, 59, 60, 65, 66, and 67
printed in part B of House Report 116—
16, offered by Ms. LOFGREN of Cali-
fornia:
AMENDMENT NO. 35 OFFERED BY MS. PORTER OF

CALIFORNTA

Page 323, insert after line 6 the following

new section:

SEC. 4103. PROHIBITION ON CONTRIBUTIONS
AND DONATIONS BY FOREIGN NA-
TIONALS IN CONNECTIONS WITH
BALLOT INITIATIVES AND
REFERENDA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 319(a)(1)(A) of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (52
U.S.C. 30121(a)(1)(A)) is amended by striking
‘“‘election;”” and inserting the following:
‘“‘election, including a State or local ballot
initiative or referendum;”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply with respect
to elections held in 2020 or any succeeding
year.
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