March 8, 2019

All death threats against Members of
Congress are wrong. Why did the reso-
lution fall short in so many areas? Be-
cause it was so hastily put together.
That is not the way we should address
an issue this important.

It was supposed to be a narrow reso-
lution. Clearly, on your side, you had a
lot of division over it. There shouldn’t
have been division over it. This is what
we ended up with, and so, yes, many of
our Members felt that while we have
been very clear in rejecting anti-Semi-
tism or anti-racism, or any kind of big-
otry, that the resolution fell short of
what its original objective was.

Again, I hope we don’t have to come
back to this. I hope it doesn’t continue.
We can continue speaking about this,
but let’s be clear about who is speaking
out against it, and who is continuing to
engage in it.

I yield to the gentleman from Mary-
land, if he would like to comment fur-
ther.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I urge both sides, when the leader of
our Government says things that clear-
ly offend minority groups of all stripes
that we speak out. I think that is a
good thing for us to do, and I am sure
that we can be joined together to do
exactly that.

I would also ask the gentleman to
perhaps observe the extraordinary di-
versity representing all of America on
this side of the aisle. You ought not to
be surprised that in representing that
diversity, they bring forward issues
that we tried to also address in a reso-
lution that said hate, bigotry, and prej-
udice is wrong. It is un-American.

Unfortunately, none of us have an-
cestors today that were free from pur-
suing hateful policies. We ought not to
be, as I said on the floor, too sanctimo-
nious. We are a Nation that allowed
slavery and went through an extraor-
dinary Civil War to eliminate that blot
on ‘“We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent.”

So, yes, we have a lot of diversity on
our side of the aisle, and that diversity
is representing its people. They are
Americans, but they represent a num-
ber of Americans who are perceived as
different than other Americans for
some designation, either because of
race, gender, color, sexual orientation,
or immigrant. You name it.

Yes, we have a lot of diversity on this
side of the aisle, and we tried to re-
spect that diversity and make sure
that every American knew when they
read this resolution; we are against dis-
crimination against anybody.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, we ap-
preciate the diversity that we have. We
obviously strive to be even more di-
verse, but the most important diver-
sity that we have and that we are
proud of is our diversity of thought.

We are proud to respect people of all
faiths. This was a Nation founded
under a deep belief in God, but we don’t
have an established religion. We appre-
ciate and respect people of all religious
backgrounds.
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One of the things I love most about
going to Israel as a Catholic is that so
much of the history of my faith of
Jesus Christ is represented there in
Israel, where you can walk the streets
of Jerusalem and literally walk in the
steps of Jesus. The fact is that Jewish
people in Israel respect that diversity;
they respect people of all faiths. And
that is one of the proud, crowning
achievements of the Jewish state of
Israel.

If you look at where we are as a Na-
tion, clearly, slavery is one of the
stains, probably the greatest stain, of
this Nation. The country struggled
with it in its founding, and, ultimately,
President Lincoln—the first Repub-
lican President—President Lincoln
gave his life fighting to end slavery. It
was in this Chamber, newly built,
where they had that great debate to fi-
nally pass the 13th Amendment, one of
the proudest moments of our Nation.

It was very contentious, but, ulti-
mately, it was a struggle that had fi-
nally come to a head. Again, President
Lincoln gave his life for that fight, and
we still honor and respect him. In fact,
we have a room right down the hall,
the Lincoln Room where Abraham Lin-
coln as a House Member in the 1840s
spent time, and we can all go, literally,
sit or talk in the same place that Abra-
ham Lincoln sat and talked as he was
starting to build coalitions to end slav-
ery, which he was ultimately able to
secure.

So we continue to fight. It was won-
derful to see JOHN LEWIS on the floor, a
true hero, not just a hero of this Con-
gress. We had the honor to serve with
Sam Johnson, who was a great hero. He
spent 7 years in the Hanoi Hilton.

It is a true honor to serve with JOHN
LEWIS. And whether we disagree some-
times on politics, to be able to sit and
talk with somebody who truly lived
some of the toughest history of our Na-
tion, and has the scars to prove it, and,
yet, he still has love in his heart. He
exhibits that love and that passion, so
we are honored to be able to celebrate
that diversity.

Ultimately, it is a diversity of
thought that we all should fight to
achieve, equality and opportunity for
all men and women in this great Na-
tion.

I yield to the gentleman, if he has
anything else.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his yielding and his
comments.

Let me simply add, we can honor
that by our words and our actions
today, and tomorrow, and every day
thereafter.

Mr. SCALISE. I agree. We should
continue to honor all of those goals
with our words and our actions.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
MARCH 8, 2019, TO MONDAY,
MARCH 11, 2019
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that when the
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House adjourns today, it adjourn to

meet on Monday next, when it shall

convene at noon for morning-hour de-

bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

TRONE). Is there objection to the re-

quest of the gentleman from Maryland?
There was no objection.

———
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DENOUNCING ANTI-SEMITISM

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
first want to acknowledge the passing
of a dear friend, Congressman Ralph
Hall, who was a great leader and a
great Texan.

But I also rise today, Mr. Speaker, to
ensure that the American people know
what we did this week; and that is con-
demning anti-Semitism as hateful ex-
pressions of intolerance that are con-
tradictory to the values and aspira-
tions that define the United States of
America. This is the strongest, most
definitive denouncing of anti-Semitism
that the United States Congress has
ever voted on—407 votes.

This summer I will be in my almost
30th year of sending young people to
Israel in a Kkibbutz program named
after former Congressman Mickey Le-
land.

We understand the value of applaud-
ing all people, and, yes, we don’t want
Americans who happen to be Muslims
to be discriminated against or associ-
ated with the burning towers, Muslims
who have served in the United States
military or white nationalists who will
be willing to talk about the hatefulness
against African Americans, Latinos,
Native Americans, Asians, and Pacific
Islanders.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important
statement, and I am glad to have been
associated with it. We should applaud
all those who voted for it.

————

RECOGNIZING JOE M. STEELE OF
THE STEELE CANNING COMPANY

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the life and legacy
of the late Joe Steele, the founder of
Steele Canning Company in Arkansas.

Joe grew up in northwest Arkansas
and eventually enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas. To cover his tuition,
he began canning tomatoes. This side
job quickly turned into the Steele Can-
ning Company.

The business continued to grow and
relocated to Springdale. There Joe
made history by shipping the first
trainload of canned food in the United
States and introducing Popeye brand
spinach. During World War II, 70 per-
cent of Steele’s products were sent to
our brave troops. One soldier even com-
mented on the beans, saying that the
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