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enrollment, our Blue Raiders rolled to 
an impressive 62 to 38 victory over Ra-
mona-Riverside. 

Friday’s victory is a testament that 
hard work, practice, and teamwork is a 
recipe for success in any arena. 

Coach Almeida put it best when she 
said her girls are, ‘‘Winners by nature. 
They’re fighters and tough and never 
give up.’’ 

I am proud to represent: Anna Mar-
shall, Eshnoor Gasoj, Felicia Ramirez, 
Jacklyn Kulow, Kathleen Duran, Des-
tiny Giles, Jennyfer Balino, Paige 
Sterling, Aileen Cortez, Elvis Ponce, 
Jaque Magana, Malia Ishii, Mikayla 
Duran, and Jasmine Torres. 

I am excited to see their future vic-
tories and the success I know they will 
continue to have on the court and in 
life. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the Blue Raiders, our 
Division V California State Basketball 
Champions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING USMC LANCE 
CORPORAL PLUNK 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 
one minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this time to recognize a 
member of the United States Marine 
Corps from the 25th District of Texas, 
Lance Corporal Alyssa Joy Plunk. 

On December 20, 2018, a little over a 
year into her enlistment, the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps took notice of her impres-
sive level of leadership and awarded 
her the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal. 

During a training operation, she was 
tasked with transporting a number of 
people and cargo over 700 miles. Her re-
view stated that her superior pro-
ficiency enabled her to negotiate chal-
lenging conditions without any inci-
dents. 

She was awarded for the professional 
achievement she demonstrated during 
this operation and for a job well done. 

I think it goes without saying that 
the men and women who make up our 
Armed Forces are a unique bunch that 
embodies everything that is good about 
America. 

They serve our country selflessly, 
and for that, I am eternally grateful. 

I appreciate Lance Corporal Plunk’s 
dedication to her country and am 
proud of all that she has already 
achieved in a short amount of time. 

I am praying for her safety while she 
is deployed and look forward to her re-
turn. 

God bless the United States Marine 
Corps. 

In God We Trust. 
f 

THE ONGOING OPIOID CRISIS 

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 
one minute.) 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to the role of 

fentanyl and other synthetic analogs in 
the ongoing opioid crisis facing our Na-
tion. 

Thousands of Americans die each 
year as a result of overdoses caused by 
these dangerous substances, which 
mimic the effects of street drugs, but 
are significantly more powerful and 
more dangerous. 

During last week’s Homeland Secu-
rity hearing, I asked Secretary Nielsen 
about any recent significant seizures of 
fentanyl at America’s borders. Sec-
retary Nielsen’s response was abso-
lutely frightening, as she informed the 
committee that the amount of fentanyl 
seized by ICE in the last year alone was 
enough to kill every living American 
twice. 

This statistic should trouble each 
and every one of my colleagues. Con-
gress must take immediate action to 
ensure law enforcement has all the nec-
essary tools to prevent illicit synthetic 
opioids from entering the country. 

My bill last Congress, the Stop the 
Importation and Trafficking of Syn-
thetic Analogues Act, would have ad-
dressed these issues, and I intend to re-
introduce that bill in a similar legisla-
tion form in the coming months. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in the critical effort to combat 
substance abuse and save American 
lives. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bill was signed by the Speaker 
on Friday, March 8, 2019: 

S. 49, to designate the outstation of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
North Ogden, Utah, as the Major Brent 
Taylor Vet Center Outstation. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. COX of California) at 4 
o’clock and 1 minute p.m. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Mariel 
Ridgway, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 

will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER MOBIL-
ITY DEMONSTRATION ACT OF 
2019 
Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1122) to authorize the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development to 
carry out a housing choice voucher mo-
bility demonstration to encourage fam-
ilies receiving such voucher assistance 
to move to lower-poverty areas and ex-
pand access to opportunity areas. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1122 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Housing 
Choice Voucher Mobility Demonstration Act 
of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER MOBILITY 

DEMONSTRATION. 
(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Housing 

and Urban Development (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may carry out 
a mobility demonstration program to enable 
public housing agencies to administer hous-
ing choice voucher assistance under section 
8(o) of the United States Housing Act of 1937 
(42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)) in a manner designed to 
encourage families receiving such voucher 
assistance to move to lower-poverty areas 
and expand access to opportunity areas. 

(b) SELECTION OF PHAS.— 
(1) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish requirements for public housing 
agencies to participate in the demonstration 
program under this section, which shall pro-
vide that the following public housing agen-
cies may participate: 

(A) Public housing agencies that to-
gether— 

(i) serve areas with high concentrations of 
holders of rental assistance vouchers under 
section 8(o) of the United States Housing Act 
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)) in poor, low-oppor-
tunity neighborhoods; and 

(ii) have an adequate number of mod-
erately priced rental units in higher-oppor-
tunity areas. 

(B) Planned consortia or partial consortia 
of public housing agencies that— 

(i) include at least one agency with a high- 
performing Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) 
program; and 

(ii) will enable participating families to 
continue in such program if they relocate to 
the jurisdiction served by any other agency 
of the consortium. 

(C) Planned consortia or partial consortia 
of public housing agencies that— 

(i) serve jurisdictions within a single re-
gion; 

(ii) include one or more small agencies; 
and 

(iii) will consolidate mobility focused oper-
ations. 

(D) Such other public housing agencies as 
the Secretary considers appropriate. 

(2) SELECTION CRITERIA.—The Secretary 
shall establish competitive selection criteria 
for public housing agencies eligible under 
paragraph (1) to participate in the dem-
onstration program under this section. 
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(3) RANDOM SELECTION OF FAMILIES.—The 

Secretary may require participating agen-
cies to use a randomized selection process to 
select among the families eligible to receive 
mobility assistance under the demonstration 
program. 

(c) REGIONAL HOUSING MOBILITY PLAN.— 
The Secretary shall require each public 
housing agency applying to participate in 
the demonstration program under this sec-
tion to submit a Regional Housing Mobility 
Plan (in this section referred to as a ‘‘Plan’’), 
which shall— 

(1) identify the public housing agencies 
that will participate under the Plan and the 
number of vouchers each participating agen-
cy will make available out of their existing 
programs in connection with the demonstra-
tion; 

(2) identify any community-based organi-
zations, nonprofit organizations, businesses, 
and other entities that will participate under 
the Plan and describe the commitments for 
such participation made by each such entity; 

(3) identify any waivers or alternative re-
quirements requested for the execution of 
the Plan; 

(4) identify any specific actions that the 
public housing agencies and other entities 
will undertake to accomplish the goals of the 
demonstration, which shall include a com-
prehensive approach to enable a successful 
transition to opportunity areas and may in-
clude counseling and continued support for 
families; 

(5) specify the criteria that the public 
housing agencies would use to identify op-
portunity areas under the plan; 

(6) provide for establishment of priority 
and preferences for participating families, 
including a preference for families with 
young children, as such term is defined by 
the Secretary, based on regional housing 
needs and priorities; and 

(7) comply with any other requirements es-
tablished by the Secretary. 

(d) FUNDING FOR MOBILITY-RELATED SERV-
ICES.— 

(1) USE OF ADMINISTRATIVE FEES.—Public 
housing agencies participating in the dem-
onstration program under this section may 
use administrative fees under section 8(q) of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437f(q)), their administrative fee re-
serves, and funding from private entities to 
provide mobility-related services in connec-
tion with the demonstration program, in-
cluding services such as counseling, port-
ability coordination, landlord outreach, se-
curity deposits, and administrative activi-
ties associated with establishing and oper-
ating regional mobility programs. 

(2) USE OF HOUSING ASSISTANCE FUNDS.— 
Public housing agencies participating in the 
demonstration under this section may use 
housing assistance payments funds under 
section 8(o) of the United States Housing Act 
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)) for security depos-
its if necessary to enable families to lease 
units with vouchers in designated oppor-
tunity areas. 

(e) WAIVERS; ALTERNATIVE REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) WAIVERS.—To allow for public housing 
agencies to implement and administer their 
Regional Housing Mobility Plans, the Sec-
retary may waive or specify alternative re-
quirements for the following provisions of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937: 

(A) Sections 8(o)(7)(A) and 8(o)(13)(E)(i) (re-
lating to the term of a lease and mobility re-
quirements). 

(B) Section 8(o)(13)(C)(i) (relating to the 
public housing plan for an agency). 

(C) Section 8(r)(2) (relating to the responsi-
bility of a public housing agency to admin-
ister ported assistance). 

(2) ALTERNATIVE REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall provide additional authority for 
public housing agencies in a selected region 
to form a consortium that has a single hous-
ing choice voucher funding contract, or to 
enter into a partial consortium to operate 
all or portions of the Regional Housing Mo-
bility Plan, including agencies participating 
in the Moving To Work Demonstration pro-
gram. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Any waiver or alter-
native requirements pursuant to this sub-
section shall not take effect before the expi-
ration of the 10-day period beginning upon 
publication of notice of such waiver or alter-
native requirement in the Federal Register. 

(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary may 
implement the demonstration, including its 
terms, procedures, requirements, and condi-
tions, by notice. 

(g) EVALUATION.—Not later than 5 years 
after implementation of the regional housing 
mobility programs under the demonstration 
program under this section, the Secretary 
shall submit to the Congress and publish in 
the Federal Register a report evaluating the 
effectiveness of the strategies pursued under 
the demonstration, subject to the avail-
ability of funding to conduct the evaluation. 
Through official websites and other methods, 
the Secretary shall disseminate interim find-
ings as they become available, and shall, if 
promising strategies are identified, notify 
the Congress of the amount of funds that 
would be required to expand the testing of 
these strategies in additional types of public 
housing agencies and housing markets. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATERS) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on this 
legislation and to insert extraneous 
material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, rigorous studies have 

demonstrated that giving a low-income 
family an opportunity to move to a 
lower-poverty neighborhood can have a 
profound impact, particularly for chil-
dren. 

For example, one study found that 
young boys and girls in families that 
used a voucher to move to lower-pov-
erty neighborhoods were 32 percent 
more likely to attend college and 
earned 31 percent more, or nearly $3,500 
a year, compared to their counterparts 
in families who did not receive a 
voucher. 

Unfortunately, families with housing 
choice vouchers who want to move to a 
better neighborhood can face signifi-
cant challenges, particularly if it in-
volves moving from one public housing 
agency jurisdiction to another. In fact, 
data shows that only one in eight fami-
lies with children with a housing 
choice voucher use their vouchers to 
live in lower-poverty areas. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1122 would help re-
duce barriers to mobility by estab-
lishing a demonstration program that 
would enable and incentivize public 
housing agencies to come together to 
come up with a regional plan to in-
crease mobility across their jurisdic-
tions. 

This is a bipartisan proposal that was 
included in HUD budget requests under 
the Obama administration. Further, 
$25 million in funding for this dem-
onstration was included in fiscal year 
2019 funding bill for HUD programs, 
and a version of this bill passed the 
House last Congress 368 to 19. 

This demonstration will not only 
provide thousands of families with op-
portunities to move to better neighbor-
hoods, but it will also lay the founda-
tion for how successful outcomes can 
be replicated at a larger scale across 
the country. 

I congratulate the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. DUFFY) for 
introducing this initiative. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 1122, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1122, the Housing Choice Voucher Mo-
bility Demonstration Act of 2019. 

As currently administered, housing 
vouchers often are insufficient in help-
ing American families get access to 
neighborhoods with greater opportuni-
ties. That is why H.R. 1122 is so impor-
tant. 

A strong body of research shows that 
growing up in a safe, lower-poverty 
neighborhood with good schools im-
proves children’s academic achieve-
ment and long-term chances of success, 
and may reduce intergenerational pov-
erty. 

A recent groundbreaking Harvard 
study found that young children in 
families who used housing vouchers to 
move to better neighborhoods fared 
much better as young adults than simi-
lar children who remained in ex-
tremely poor neighborhoods. 

The Harvard study found that young 
boys and girls in families who use a 
voucher to move to lower-poverty 
neighborhoods were 32 percent more 
likely to attend college and earned 31 
percent more as young adults than 
their counterparts in families who did 
not receive an MTO voucher. Girls in 
families who moved to lower-poverty 
neighborhoods were also 30 percent less 
likely to be single parents as adults. 

And let us not forget that location 
also affects adults in many ways, such 
as access to jobs, the cost of getting to 
work, the feasibility of balancing child 
care responsibilities with work sched-
ules, and other basic goods and serv-
ices. 

Voucher mobility is key to enabling 
families with children to move to safer 
neighborhoods with less poverty, there-
by enhancing their chances of long- 
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term health and success. H.R. 1122 will 
provide the foundation for many of 
these key changes. 

I thank Mr. DUFFY and Mr. CLEAVER 
for their hard work in looking into this 
issue and providing evidence-based so-
lutions to affect positive change in 
families and communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R. 
1122, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CLEAVER), the chair of the 
Subcommittee on National Security, 
International Development and Mone-
tary Policy. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, this 
piece of legislation is particularly sig-
nificant to me. I lived in public housing 
for 5 years. I saw what the possibilities 
were there. I saw people who did not 
make it, and I saw people who did made 
it. 

The one thing that I found difficult 
to accept was the fact that if you lived 
in public housing, almost every rule 
made was designed, unintentionally, to 
keep you in public housing. 

My father didn’t tell the truth about 
the fact that he was cleaning up at an 
office building on Saturday earning 
some additional money and then serv-
ing at parties on the weekends. He had 
to pretend that that didn’t happen be-
cause he was saving money trying to 
get our family in our own home. And it 
worked. He is watching C–SPAN right 
now, hearing his son talk about what 
could have happened. 

The essence of this bill was passed as 
a part of the appropriations package 
that was signed into law earlier this 
year. It promotes housing mobility for 
individuals who rely on housing vouch-
ers. 

Under this bill, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development would 
establish a demonstration program to 
allow interested public housing agen-
cies to form consortia to enhance mo-
bility and provide residents with in-
creased opportunity to move to higher- 
income communities. 

There is something contagious about 
working around only poor people. If 
you live in a neighborhood and all you 
see are people who are struggling, it is 
easy to come to the conclusion that 
that is the way life is: that you are just 
supposed to struggle and that you are 
just supposed to barely make it. If you 
don’t see the signs of people who are 
making progress—people who are 
achieving—you might come to the con-
clusion that achievement is beyond 
one’s reach. 

This was demonstrated with a re-
search project from Harvard econo-
mists Raj Chetty, Nathaniel Hendren, 
and Lawrence Katz which indicates 
that children who move to higher-op-
portunity neighborhoods increase their 
chances of success. More specifically, 
the study found that children who were 
able to use housing vouchers to move 
to lower-poverty areas were 32 percent 
more likely to attend college and 

earned 31 percent more a year than 
their counterparts in lower-income 
neighborhoods. 

This bill removes barriers by pro-
viding families with the tools to navi-
gate a move from one neighborhood to 
another. H.R. 1122 will allow more fam-
ilies to thrive by increasing their ac-
cess to higher performing schools, em-
ployment opportunities, fresh and 
affordably priced foods, and safe play-
grounds. 

There is something about homeown-
ership or living in a nice neighborhood. 
Our family was able to move out. My 
father bought a house in a White neigh-
borhood where we could not live and 
had it moved at night from the Mid-
western Parkway to Gerald Street, 
where my father lives today. And, my 
goodness, I wish the world could see 
what transpired. 

My father’s yard is in contention 
with any yard in town for the yard of 
the summer. We had a water shortage 
in Texas—we had a drought, a serious 
drought 38 years ago—and my father 
would get up at 3 a.m. in the morning 
to trick the city people who would 
come out checking to see if anybody 
was violating the water ordinance by 
watering his lawn at 2, 3, or 4 a.m. in 
the morning. 

While I am confessing my father 
broke the law, the truth of the matter 
is that it pleased me because we had 
never had a yard in my life until we 
were able to get out of public housing. 
So not only does it give the children an 
opportunity for a higher achievement 
educationally, but it also does some-
thing for the homeowner. 

This bill removes barriers, and I am 
supportive of that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 1 minute to the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague, friend, and former neigh-
bor, SEAN DUFFY, who worked with me 
on this bill. And I also thank the chair 
and the ranking member of the com-
mittee for their continued support. 

With this, I am hopeful that we can 
continue working across the aisle to 
promote housing opportunity for all of 
our constituents. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
reiterate my support for the bill. 

I thank Mr. CLEAVER for his personal 
testimony today. It was very compel-
ling. It is a tremendous story of suc-
cess in the use of these things and how 
changing our neighborhoods can really 
be helpful. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

b 1615 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased that we were able to work in a 
bipartisan manner on this initiative. 
This bill shows that we can foster new 
ideas and help improve services and 
flexibility for our citizens who are re-
ceiving housing assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) for 
his engagement on the bill, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this important piece of legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATERS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1122. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

FEDERAL RESERVE SUPERVISION 
TESTIMONY CLARIFICATION ACT 
Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 974) to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to require the Vice Chairman 
for Supervision of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System 
to provide a written report, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 974 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Re-
serve Supervision Testimony Clarification 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. VICE CHAIRMAN FOR SUPERVISION RE-

PORT REQUIREMENT. 
Paragraph (12) of section 10 of the Federal 

Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 247b) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating such paragraph as 

paragraph (11); and 
(2) in such paragraph— 
(A) by striking ‘‘shall appear’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘shall provide written testimony and ap-
pear’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘If, 
at the time of any appearance described in 
this paragraph, the position of Vice Chair-
man for Supervision is vacant, the Chairman 
or their designee shall appear instead and 
provide the required written testimony.’’. 
SEC. 3. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATERS) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
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