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the biosimilar manufacturer to go to
what is known as the ‘‘Purple Book” at
the FDA, take a look at the drug it
wishes to compete with, and learn what
existing patents are there, how long
they are going to be in effect, and plan
accordingly.

America’s system of protecting inno-
vation has provided our citizens with
tremendous benefits, especially in the
area of pharmaceuticals. Of that there
can be no doubt. We must provide phar-
maceutical manufacturers with the
ability to recoup their investments,
but at the same time, we cannot be
blind to the costs of these drugs, nor to
cases where patent laws are manipu-
lated to preserve monopolies and pre-
vent lower cost, equivalent drugs from
coming to market. Passing the Bio-
logic Patent Transparency Act is a
major step we can take to put a stop to
the patent-gaming that blocks con-
sumers from accessing lower cost
drugs. I encourage my colleagues to
support this crucial legislation.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

Seeing no one seeking recognition, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00zMAN). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Paul B. Matey, of New Jersey, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Third
Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, Roy
Blunt, John Cornyn, Joni Ernst,
Lindsey Graham, John Boozman, Mike
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Steve Daines,
James E. Risch, John Hoeven, Mike
Crapo, Shelley Moore Capito, John
Thune, Pat Roberts, Jerry Moran.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Paul B. Matey, of New Jersey, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Third Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI),
and the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE).
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Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY), and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 41 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Ernst Portman
Barrasso Fischer Risch
Blackburn Gardner Roberts
Blunt Grassley Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe
Cassidy Isakson :ggzz Egé‘;
Collins Johnson
Cornyn Kennedy Shel_b v
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Thupe
Crapo McConnell Tillis
Cruz McSally Toomey
Daines Moran Wicker
Enzi Paul Young

NAYS—44
Baldwin Harris Rosen
Bennet Hassan Schatz
Blumenthal Heinrich Schumer
Booker Hirono Shaheen
Brown Jones Sinema
Cantwell Kaine Smith
Cardin King Stabenow
Carper Klobuchar Tester
Casey Leahy Udall
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy Warren
Feinstein Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—6

Graham Murkowski Perdue
Manchin Murray Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 44.

The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Georgia is recog-
nized.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO DICK WILLIAMS

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I will
be very brief for the Senator from
Delaware so I am not taking up too
much time.

I am here to do something very spe-
cial. One of the great things we get to
do is to pay tribute to people who do
great things in our State. We don’t
brag about journalists as much as we
should. They think we are saying bad
things about them, but they are great.
They make the country better. The
fact that we have an accountable
media makes us all great. There are su-
perstars within the media who deserve
acknowledgment, particularly when
they retire from the job. In Georgia,
that has been the case.

Dick Williams, in Atlanta, GA, an-
nounced on Sunday that after 53 years
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in print, television, and radio jour-
nalism, he is going to retire. Dick has
covered me over many years. He has
been known as a conservative col-
umnist, but he has gone after me as
many times as he has been for me. He
plays it straight down the middle un-
less it has to do with basketball—and
he loves basketball. He has been chosen
to referee in the conference champion-
ship for the State’s high schools and
has been a great sportsman for George-
town University, for which he recruits
athletes. He himself went to George-
town.

Rebecca, his wife, was in the Georgia
House as a reporter when I was in the
Georgia House years ago. She is a tal-
ented house person who went on to
ABC. She and Dick got married, and
they have two children. They live in
Brookhaven, GA, which is a new city
that was created by the Georgia Legis-
lature to allow independence for a lot
of our cities that had been trapped in-
side the metro area.

His wife has been a reporter of jour-
nalism, and Dick has been a reporter of
journalism. Then Dick bought the
Dunwoody Crier. The Dunwoody Crier
is one of those weekly publications—
neighborhood newspapers—that every-
body loves because it has their kids’
pictures in it, because you can get a
story about your wedding in there, and
because Dick also writes in there some
poignant columns that one would never
read anywhere else.

When he wrote for the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution, he wrote for a news-
paper that was owned by Eugene Pat-
terson, by Ralph McGill, and by many
talented writers. He was in the same
category of spokesman and writer as
those two gentlemen, who were giants,
with McGill’s having won a Pulitzer
Prize.

Dick is one of the most favorite peo-
ple I have ever known who reported on
politics because he was always doing it
for the right reasons. There are
projects that have happened in our
State today because Dick Williams
took the power of the press not to
trash something but to build up the
facts that allowed it to pass. A lot of
times, that doesn’t happen, but when
Dick saw a good deal, he would go for
it, and when he saw a bad deal, he
would go for it. Either way, you could
take his word for it all the time be-
cause he was what is known in the pro-
fession as a straight shooter.

Dick Williams is a very special indi-
vidual to me and my family. He did
1,700 shows called ‘‘The Georgia Gang.”
Every Sunday, at 8:30 in the morning,
for 30 minutes, every politician in
Georgia watches channel 5 in Atlanta
because that is ‘““The Georgia Gang.”’ If
you make it by that, your week is
going to be pretty good because they
haven’t skewered you for something
stupid that you did, but if you don’t
make it by that, you are going to have
a tough week.

Dick Williams is the kind of jour-
nalist all of us love—accurate, articu-
late, smart, and caring about what he
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