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(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 728, a bill to direct the Joint
Committee on the Library to obtain a
statue of Shirley Chisholm for place-
ment in the United States Capitol.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 102—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2019 AS “SECOND
CHANCE MONTH”

Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 102

Whereas every individual is endowed with
human dignity and value;

Whereas redemption and second chances
are values of the United States;

Whereas millions of individuals in the
United States have a criminal record;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of individ-
uals return to their communities from Fed-
eral and State prisons every year;

Whereas neighbors returning to their com-
munities have paid their debt to society
after committing a crime but still face sig-
nificant legal and societal barriers (referred
to in this preamble as ‘‘collateral con-
sequences’’);

Whereas returning individuals face collat-
eral consequences automatically, regardless
of—

(1) a nexus between the legal or societal
barrier and public safety;

(2) the seriousness of the offense com-
mitted;

(3) the time passed since the offense; or

(4) the efforts of the individual to make
amends or earn back the trust of the public;

Whereas gaining meaningful employment
is one of the most significant predictors of
successful reentry into society and reducing
future criminal activity;

Whereas many individuals who have pre-
viously been incarcerated struggle to find
employment because of collateral con-
sequences, which are often not directly re-
lated to the offense committed or any proven
public safety benefit;

Whereas many States have laws that pro-
hibit an individual with a criminal record
from working in certain industries or obtain-
ing professional licenses;

Whereas education has also been shown to
be a significant predictor of successful re-
entry into society;

Whereas an individual with a criminal
record often has a lower level of educational
attainment than the general population and
has significant difficulty acquiring admis-
sion to and funding for educational pro-
grams;

Whereas an individual convicted of certain
crimes is often barred from receiving the fi-
nancial aid necessary to acquire additional
skills and knowledge;

Whereas an individual with a criminal
record also often faces collateral con-
sequences in securing a place to live;

Whereas an individual with a criminal
record is often barred from seeking access to
public housing;

Whereas an individual with a criminal
record also often faces other collateral con-
sequences, such as an inability to regain vot-
ing rights, volunteer in the community, and
secure identification documentation;

Whereas an individual who has been con-
victed and incarcerated may incur signifi-
cant debt as a result of the conviction and
incarceration;
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Whereas collateral consequences prevent
millions of individuals in the United States
from contributing fully to their families and
communities;

Whereas collateral consequences can con-
tribute to recidivism, which increases crime
and victimization and decreases public safe-
ty;

Whereas the inability to find gainful em-
ployment and other collateral consequences
of conviction inhibit the economic mobility
of an individual with a criminal record,
which can negatively impact the well-being
of the children and the families of the indi-
vidual for generations;

Whereas the bipartisan First Step Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-391) was signed into law
on December 21, 2018, to increase opportuni-
ties for individuals incarcerated in Federal
prison to participate in meaningful recidi-
vism reduction programs and prepare for a
second chance;

Whereas the Second Chance Act of 2007
(Public Law 110-199; 122 Stat. 657), which has
resulted in the provision of reentry services
to more than 164,000 individuals in 49 States
and the District of Columbia since its enact-
ment, was reauthorized through the First
Step Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-391);

Whereas April 21 marks the anniversary of
the death of Charles Colson, who used his
second chance following his incarceration for
a Watergate-related crime to found Prison
Fellowship, the largest outreach program to
prisoners, former prisoners, and their fami-
lies in the United States; and

Whereas the designation of April as ‘‘Sec-
ond Chance Month” can contribute to in-
creased public awareness about the impact of
collateral consequences, the need for closure
for those who have paid their debt to society,
and opportunities for individuals, employers,
congregations, and communities to extend
second chances: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2019 as ‘‘Second Chance
Month’’;

(2) honors the work of communities, gov-
ernmental institutions, nonprofit organiza-
tions, congregations, employers, and individ-
uals to remove unnecessary legal and soci-
etal barriers that prevent an individual with
a criminal record from becoming a produc-
tive member of society; and

(3) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe Second Chance Month
through actions and programs that promote
awareness of those unnecessary legal and so-
cial barriers and provide closure for individ-
uals with a criminal record who have paid
their debt to society.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 103—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 27, 2019, AS “NA-
TIONAL ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
AWARENESS DAY”

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
CRAMER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 103

Whereas assistive technology is any item,
piece of equipment, or product system that
is used to increase, maintain, or improve the
functional capabilities of people with disabil-
ities and older adults;

Whereas the term ‘‘assistive technology
service’”” means any service that directly as-
sists a person with a disability or an older
adult in the selection, acquisition, or use of
an assistive technology device;

Whereas, in 2018, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported that 1 in 4
people in the TUnited States, or almost
61,000,000 individuals, has a disability;
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Whereas, in 2017, the Department of Edu-
cation reported that there were more than
6,700,000 children with disabilities;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported that, among adults
65 years of age and older, 2 in 5 have a dis-
ability;

Whereas assistive technology allows people
with disabilities and older adults to be in-
cluded in their communities and in inclusive
classrooms and workplaces;

Whereas assistive technology devices and
services are not luxury items but necessities
for millions of people with disabilities and
older adults, without which they would be
unable to live in their communities, access
education, and obtain, retain, and advance
gainful, competitive integrated employment;

Whereas the availability of assistive tech-
nology in the workplace promotes economic
self-sufficiency, enhances work participa-
tion, and is critical to the employment of
people with disabilities and older adults; and

Whereas State assistive technology pro-
grams support a continuum of services that
include—

(1) the exchange, repair, recycling, and
other reutilization of assistive technology
devices;

(2) device loan programs that provide short
term loans of assistive technology devices to
individuals, employers, public agencies, and
others;

(3) the demonstration of devices to inform
decision making; and

(4) providing State financing activities to
help individuals purchase or obtain assistive
technology through a variety of initiatives,
such as financial loan programs, leasing pro-
grams, and other financing alternatives, that
give individuals affordable, flexible options
to purchase or obtain assistive technology:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 27, 2019, as ‘‘National
Assistive Technology Awareness Day’’; and

(2) commends—

(A) assistive technology specialists and
program coordinators for their hard work
and dedication to serving people with dis-
abilities who are in need of finding the prop-
er assistive technology to meet their indi-
vidual needs; and

(B) professional organizations and re-
searchers who are dedicated to facilitating
the access and acquisition of assistive tech-
nology for people with disabilities and older
adults in need of assistive technology de-
vices.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I have
a request for one committee to meet
during today’s session of the Senate. It
has the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Monday, March 11, 2019,
at 5:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing on
the nomination of Ronald D. Vitiello,
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary, and Joseph V. Cuffari, of Ari-
zona, to be Inspector General, both of
the Department of Homeland Security.
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