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He was born the son of Leonard and Agnes
Donnelly, who were founding members of
Most Blessed Sacrament Parish, where
Marty attended elementary school. Marty
then attended Toledo Central Catholic High
School and was a member of ‘‘the great class
of 1956°. Many of Marty’s classmates re-
named lifelong friends and gathered regu-
larly. After Central Catholic, Marty followed
his older brother Bob’s path into the priest-
hood.

Marty attended St. Meinrad Seminary Col-
lege and earned his bachelor’s degree in 1961.
Subsequently, Marty attended Pontifical
Gregorian University in Rome and was or-
dained a Roman Catholic priest in 1964. Fr.
Marty also received a Master in Education in
1973, from the University of Notre Dame.

Once Fr. Marty entered the priesthood his
life of service accelerated with assignments
at Norwalk St. Paul Parish and High School
from 1964-1968, and Lima Central Catholic
from 1968-1973. It was in 1973, that Fr. Marty
returned to his alma mater, Toledo Central
Catholic, as an Assistant Principal. In 1976,
he was named the seventh Principal and
later the first Pastor and President of Toledo
Central Catholic, a role he served until 1987.
Fr. Marty became Pastor at St. Ann and St.
Theresa parishes in 1987, and served as pastor
of St. Martin de Porres from 1990 to 2005. In
2005, he returned to his roots as Pastor of
Most Blessed Sacrament Parish until his re-
tirement in 2011.

Through his years of faith filled service,
Fr. Marty mentored and supported youth
from his schools, parishes and neighbor-
hoods, helping them to weave the fabric of
their communities. He will always be re-
membered for his dedication to the poor and
furthering social justice causes in the com-
munity.

Fr. Marty was affiliated with many organi-
zations including Central City Ministries of
Toledo, the Erase the Hate Campaign, the
Ohio Coalition against gun violence and the
Multi-Faith Council of Northwest Ohio.
Through his advocacy for these organiza-
tions and others, Fr. Marty touched the lives
of many.

Being a servant to others, he never sought
or wanted recognition for himself, however
he earned many, including Toledoan of the
Year, receiving a Key to the City in 2005;
Central Catholic Golden Shamrock Award
2001; a Humanitarian of the year award;
Drum Major for Justice in 2005; the St. Kath-
erine Drexel award in 2006; a Voice for All
People in 2007, and the Central City Ministry
Service Award in 2011.

In addition to his passionate service to
others Fr. Marty was truly family centric,
encompassing the Donnelly, Hendricks and
greater Quinn clans. Fr. Marty fully loved
and looked forward to the annual Quinn re-
unions where everyone anticipated his cre-
ative costumes based upon the theme of the
family party.

Fr. Marty was preceded in death by his
parents, Leonard and Agnes Donnelly; broth-
ers, Leonard ‘‘Quinnie’’, Most Reverend Rob-
ert Donnelly, Auxiliary Bishop of Toledo and
sister, Mary Hendricks. Surviving are his
brother-in-law, Patrick Hendricks, nieces,
Ann (Tim) Doran, Kay (William) Byrne;
nephews, Larry (Sharon) Hendricks, Jim
(Julie) Hendricks, Mike (Kaye) Hendricks
and David (Betsi) Hendricks, 16 great and 10
great great nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank the staff at
the Pro-Medica Ebeid Hospice Residence for
their care and comfort during Fr. Marty’s
final journey. A special thanks also to cous-
in, Dorothy ‘‘Buck’ Taylor for her years of
dedication, love, care and friendship with Fr.
Marty.
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Visitation will be from 2 to 7 p.m. with
evening prayer to follow at 7 p.m., on Thurs-
day, January 31, 2019 at Our Lady Queen of
the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral, 2535
Collingwood Boulevard, Toledo. Thursday’s
visitation will be hosted by his faithful pa-
rishioners of St. Martin de Porres. On Fri-
day, February 1, 2019, visitation will be from
9 to 10:45 a.m., at Most Blessed Sacrament
Church, 2240 Castlewood Dr. Toledo, followed
by Words of Remembrance at 10:45 a.m. and
the Funeral Mass at 11 a.m. Burial will be
private to family.

The family would suggest any memorial
donations be made to Toledo Central Catho-
lic High School, Most Blessed Sacrament or
St. Martin de Porres Parishes.

His mantra for all to remember: ‘Love One
Another!”

Arrangements entrusted to the Ansberg-
West Funeral Directors.

Online condolences may be sent to Fr.
Marty’s family at www.ansberg-west.com.

HONORING VERNON DAVIS

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 12, 2019

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House of Representatives to join
me in recognizing Vernon Davis, a District of
Columbia native, for his outstanding achieve-
ments as a core member of the Washington
NFL team and for his Vernon Davis Founda-
tion.

Vernon Davis was born in Washington, D.C.
and raised in the Petworth neighborhood with
seven siblings, including his brother Vontae
Davis, who is currently a member of the NFL’s
Buffalo Bills. Vernon Davis attended Truesdell
Elementary, Paul Public Charter School and
Dunbar High School. He was a letterman in
football, basketball and track and field, and
went on to attend the University of Maryland,
where he was a Consensus All-American in
football in 2005.

Vernon Davis, tight end of the Washington
NFL team, started his NFL career in 2006 with
the San Francisco 49ers. He went on to be-
come a Super Bowl champion, Second-team
All Pro and NFL receiving touchdowns leader.
As a core member of the Washington NFL
team, Davis’ love for football and influence on
the team’s culture are displayed with pride on
a daily basis.

Off the field, Vernon is known for his dedi-
cation and commitment to children and fami-
lies in the Washington, D.C. area through his
Vernon Davis Foundation. These efforts are
highlighted through his work to promote read-
ing among our youth through his READ 85
campaign, support mentoring programs with
the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Wash-
ington and strengthen families in collaboration
with the National Center for Children and
Families. Davis is also a loving father and one
of the best-dressed players in football.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in recognizing Vernon
Davis for his outstanding contributions through
his work as a sports hero and as a role model
for Washington, D.C. residents.
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CELEBRATING THE PALM
CENTER’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 12, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | am hon-
ored to rise today to recognize the Palm Cen-
ter on the occasion of their 20th anniversary.
Founded in 1998 by the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara, the Palm Center con-
ducts policy research on key social and polit-
ical issues affecting the most vulnerable Amer-
icans. For 20 years, the Palm Center has
been a trailblazer in efforts to protect lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) service
members. The organization has worked dili-
gently against the discriminatory “Don’t Ask,
Don't Tell” (DADT) policy, which prohibited
service members of the LGBT community from
disclosing their sexuality while serving.

The Palm Center's independent research
has enhanced the quality of public dialogue
and contributed to the work of independent
scholars, students, journalists, members of the
public, and policymakers, like myself. In 2009,
the Palm Center's research was a welcomed
resource that allowed me to introduce the
Open and Honest Testimony Act. This legisla-
tion addressed the discriminatory DADT policy
by allowing LGBT troops to testify openly with-
out the risk of discharge and ensured that
Congress based its decision on the best pos-
sible information.

In 2013, the largest collection of research
on DADT policy was published in the Journal
of Homosexuality. This publication was com-
posed of the work of Palm Center scholars, as
well as reviews of the literary works of Palm
Center authors. The Palm Center was the first
to release a study on openly gay military serv-
ice members following the repeal of DADT.
Even after its repeal, the Palm Center has
continued its work against other anti-LGBT
military policies.

The Palm Center’s current research focuses
on transgender military service. This research
comes at a pivotal time when President
Trump’s Administration threatens the ability of
transgender men and women to serve in our
military. The Palm Center's scholarship has
made it abundantly clear that the transgender
ban would weaken our military readiness,
cause substantial disruptions, deprive the mili-
tary of talent, and wreak havoc on the lives of
military families. The research the Palm Cen-
ter is conducting is crucial to negating the mis-
information and belittling rhetoric the Trump
Administration continues to engage in regard-
ing our brave transgender service members.

Madam Speaker, | want to extend my heart-
felt congratulations to the Palm Center on its
20th anniversary. The work they are doing to
provide the public with accurate and evidence-
based information is invaluable to us all. | look
forward to continuing my work with the Palm
Center, and wish them many more years of
great success.
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