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service. Three Secretaries of State,
Condoleezza Rice, Madeleine Albright,
and Hillary Clinton, were all Girl
Scouts, and virtually every single fe-
male astronaut has also been a Girl
Scout.

Today, more than 50 million women
alive have participated in Girl Scouts
growing up. I am proud to say that for
the Girl Scouts of western Oklahoma,
there are today 14,000 girls who are
members. Worldwide, Girl Scouts has
2.6 million current girl and adult mem-
bers.

Although Girl Scouts is perhaps best
known for the entrepreneurial skills it
introduces through the cookie pro-
gram, it does so much more to develop
leadership skills in girls. It teaches
them how to advocate for themselves,
for others, and it gives them a voice be-
ginning at a very young age.

Programs introduce girls to science,
technology, engineering, art, and
mathematics, or STEAM, often paths
where girls might not otherwise be en-
couraged or supported to go on their
own. Those STEAM programs intro-
duce girls to these important areas and
help them to move through challenges.

Girl Scouts can also learn about the
outdoors through going on long treks,
camping, kayaking, mountain biking,
and countless other activities, all while
learning how to minimize their impact
on the environment.

Bottom line, Girl Scouts teaches
girls the skills they need and they
might not get elsewhere about healthy
relationships, soft skills, financial lit-
eracy, nutrition and health.

All of these journeys are designed by
girls and for girls, following evidence-
based approaches that ensure they fit
girls and foster their growth.

I am honored today to rise to cele-
brate the Girl Scouts on their 107th an-
niversary as a fourth generation Girl
Scout and Gold Award recipient.

———

SOCIALISM LEADS TO HUMAN
MISERY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, a prominent American socialist pol-
itician recently proclaimed that ‘‘cap-
italism is irredeemable.”’

Mr. Speaker, capitalism, better
known as free enterprise, is based on
freedom and liberty, not government
dictate.

The claim that freedom and liberty
should give way to government control
and dictatorship is astonishing, sad,
and alien to the America that I know.

It is a betrayal of the freedom and
liberty Americans have fought and died
for, a freedom that has given America
the best gross domestic product, the
most wealth of any nation in history.

In sum, the argument that free enter-
prise is bad and irredeemable is the
height of economic hubris, economic
ignorance, and economic stupidity.

Mr. Speaker, it is one thing for an ar-
gument to be economically ignorant

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

and stupid, it is another thing for it to
be dangerous to human life. In that
vein, the argument that socialism is
better than free enterprise is not only
a betrayal of America’s foundational
principles of freedom and liberty; it is
also dangerous and must be dealt with
quickly and severely.

History is replete with examples of
dead or dying nations that have paid a
heavy price for succumbing to socialist
politicians who care more about per-
sonal and dictatorial power, who care
more about being the boss, than the
welfare of their own people.

For those who refuse to learn from
history, I suggest reading George Or-
well’s prophetic book ‘“‘Animal Farm.”
It explains all you need to know about
how and why socialism fails and who
rules in a Socialist society.

Venezuela’s economic and humani-
tarian catastrophe is a present-day,
glaring lesson that warns all tempted
by the siren song of socialism.

Thousands of Venezuelans are dying
from malnutrition, disease, and lack of
food and medicine. The result: deadly
riots.

In 2018 alone, a staggering 7,523 civil-
ians were murdered due to clashes with
military and state police forces.

Mothers are forced to choose which

child to feed and which child goes hun-
gry.
In 2017, the average Venezuelan lost
24 pounds because they could not get
the calories necessary to maintain
their body weight. Today, there are
Venezuelans searching for food in trash
cans who are fortunate if they can eat
once a day.

As Venezuelans lose hope, suicide
rates have skyrocketed to almost twice
the global suicide rate.

Venezuela’s socialist economy has
collapsed. 2018’s inflation rate soared
to 80,000 percent. Nearly 90 percent of
the population is living below the pov-
erty line.

Even electricity is unreliable, as Ca-
racas suffers from sporadic total power
failures, casting Venezuela’s capital
city into darkness.

Worse yet, Venezuela’s socialism pro-
motes crime and lawlessness by des-
perate citizens. According to a 2018 re-
port by the World Economic Forum,
Venezuela is the second most dan-
gerous country in the world, with Cara-
cas coming in as the second most dan-
gerous city overall with 111 homicides
per 100,000 residents.

Venezuela’s suffering even extends
beyond its borders, as thousands of ref-
ugees flee to mneighboring countries
that cannot take care of them.

Venezuela is a man-made catastrophe
brought about by tyrannical dictators
and self-proclaimed bosses that are al-
ways the result of socialist policies.

Mr. Speaker, America must learn
from Venezuela, a country that suc-
cumbed to evil socialist sales pitches
even though history proves socialism
has failed every single time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
and America to reject socialism lest
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America go down the same path of fi-
nancial self-destruction as Venezuela.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I urge America
to reject self-proclaimed dictators and
bosses who seek to deprive America of
our hard-fought and hard-won freedom
and liberty.

——————

THE PRESIDENT IS UNFIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise. I do so today because I
love my country and I believe in what
it stands for.

Because I love it and believe in what
it stands for, I believe that my country
is worth liberty and justice for all. I
believe it is worth government of the
people, by the people, for the people. 1
believe that it is worth the belief that
all persons are created equal and en-
dowed by their creator with certain in-
alienable rights, among them, life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Our country is worth it. And because
our country is worth making real these
great and noble American ideals, I do
not believe that an unfit President
should be allowed to stay in office.

If we acknowledge that the President
is unfit, if we say that he is causing
harm to society, then we have to honor
Article II, section 4 of the Constitution
of the United States of America, which
calls for the impeachment of an unfit
President who is causing harm to soci-
ety.

This is where I stood some many,
many weeks ago, this is where I stand
now, and I stand here because I love
my country.

——
O 1030

CONGRATULATING TOM DORSETT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to salute Mr. Tom
Dorsett of Yadkin County in North
Carolina’s Fifth District. Mr. Dorsett
is about to retire from his very suc-
cessful business, Dorsett Technologies,
which, since 1977, he has grown into the
innovative and thriving business it is
today.

Mr. Dorsett, his wife, Jo, and their
excellent employees have built the
business from a small heating and air-
conditioning supply and service busi-
ness to one of the most innovative
businesses in the area. Today, the com-
pany specializes in automation for
buildings and municipal water and
wastewater systems.

Municipalities across the country use
Dorsett Technologies’ InfoScan soft-
ware to control systems for energy, se-
curity, and water. The company has
even supplied the U.S. Army, Air
Force, and NASA with its cutting-edge
technology.
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