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floor. Whose picture was on the front of
that paper? Bonnie and Clyde.

He told his boss, ‘“They just came
here. They are in Rockwall. That is
their car.” His boss called the local
sheriff. Ralph couldn’t hear the con-
versation, but the sheriff said some-
thing to the effect of, ‘““Thanks for call-
ing about Bonnie and Clyde. I've got
two stray dogs I've got to catch. Once
I get those dogs, I'm going after Bonnie
and Clyde.”

After the surprise attack on Pearl
Harbor, Ralph joined our Navy to fly
naval aircraft. He went to Pensacola,
Florida, for his first training.

As fate would have it, he met a Hall
of Fame baseball player, Ted Williams
of the Boston Red Sox, the last man to
hit over .400 in a season. Knowing he
had Ted on his baseball team, Ralph
found a young Army sergeant and said:
‘“Hey, son, I want to bet you my whole
paycheck on a baseball game, Navy
versus Army.”’

The day of the game, Ralph knocked
on Ted’s door. Ted answered with a
fishing pole and some gear to go fish-
ing. Ralph said, ‘“You have to play
baseball and beat Army.” Ted said, “‘I
came here to learn to fly, defend Amer-
ica, and then fish.” Ralph held the
game up so Ted could go AWOL, absent
without leave, and go fishing.

Of course, that night, Ralph had to
g0 home to his queen, his beloved Mary
Ellen, and tell her, ‘“‘Honey, I have just
lost my entire paycheck betting on a
baseball game with the Army.”

Ralph got out of flight school and
went to war. He flew the F6F Hellcat
on aircraft carriers. Now, I was a naval
aviator, and I have to tell you, those
gUys were crazy, Crazy, crazy coura-
geous. Right now, if you land on an air-
craft carrier, you have what is called
the meatball. This ball gives you
course and glide slope. In those days,
they had guys with paddles.

Ralph said his proudest achievement
in naval aviation during the war was to
make sure on his record book that his
takeoffs were the same number as his
landings.

As fate would have it, once again,
Ralph came home to Rockwall, Texas,
to become a lawyer. The local county
judge retired, so there was a vacancy.
People said, ‘‘Ralph, you should run
our county. File for election.” Ralph
didn’t want to play politics. That
wasn’t his business. But driving home,
he said, ‘“You know what? I will just
apply, maybe be there for just a couple
months and go back home to my law-
yer job.” He filed 1 minute before the
deadline that year, 1 minute.

He was driving home. The local radio
was booming: ‘‘Ralph Hall, running for
county judge.” Guess who was outside
his home, waiting with an angered look
on her face? His queen, Mary Ellen.

That fate got Ralph going into public
service and got Ralph here on Capitol
Hill.

As fate would have it, when America
goes back to the Moon sometime in the
next couple years, they are going to do
that because of Ralph Hall.
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God bless Ralph Hall. As our dear
friend Gene Cernan said: May you al-
ways have fair winds and following
seas. You shot for your Moon. You are
still among the stars.

God bless Ralph Hall.

———
NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, as a third-
generation farmer from California’s
San Joaquin Valley, I wish everyone a
happy National Agriculture Day, some-
thing that we do throughout our coun-
try.

I am proud, obviously, to represent
the heart of California’s San Joaquin
Valley. But our agricultural produc-
tiveness throughout the country, be-
ginning with the very origins of the
history of the United States, has truly
been one of the tremendous assets that
we have had.

We are home to the most productive
agricultural land in the world, not only
throughout the country, but in Cali-
fornia. Our farmers, our dairymen and
-women, our ranchers, and our live-
stock folks feed the country. I have
often said that our food security, that
dinner that we have on our dinner
table every night, is a part of Amer-
ica’s national food security.

As a senior member of the House Ag-
riculture Committee, I am proud that
we delivered a comprehensive farm bill
last year. Now it is part of our job to
ensure that we implement that farm
bill as a safety net for agriculture
throughout the country. But it is also
a safety net for those who are working
poor, those who are, unfortunately, re-
cipients of food assistance programs
and the school lunch and the school
breakfast programs. So the farm bill
does a great deal to help all Americans.

This year, the Agriculture Com-
mittee will work to ensure that those
promises we made in the farm bill will
be implemented in the way we in-
tended. The subcommittee that I chair,
the Subcommittee on Livestock and
Foreign Agriculture, will be at the van-
guard of that effort.

Today, on National Agriculture Day,
let us thank those who grow America’s
food and fiber and put it on America’s
dinner table every night. I am talking
about the farmers, the dairymen and
-women, and the farmworkers, who,
through their hard work and the fruits
of their labor, make this all come to-
gether.

VISAS FOR CITIZENS OF PORTUGAL

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, soon, the
Portuguese Caucus will be reintro-
ducing legislation that is important for
not only the United States, but for our
ally Portugal. We will be introducing
bipartisan legislation that will allow
citizens of Portugal to be eligible for
what is called the E-1 treaty trader
visa and the E-2 treaty investors visa.

Portugal is one of the United States’
oldest allies and a close economic part-
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ner. The United States became Por-
tugal’s largest trading partner outside
the European Union in 2015. Bilateral
trade reached $4.2 billion in 2015, a 30
percent increase from 5 years ago.

However, because Portugal did not
have a bilateral investor treaty with
the United States before joining the
European Union, they are one of only
five European Union countries whose
citizens are not eligible for the E-1 and
E-2 visas.

This is long overdue. It is good for
the United States; it is good for Por-
tugal; and it is good for increased eco-
nomic activity between both countries.
It is bipartisan. Hopefully, this year,
we will be successful in implementing
these E-1 and E-2 treaty investor visas.
70TH ANNIVERSARY OF NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY

ORGANIZATION

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks the 70th anniversary of the
founding of NATO, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.

We helped create NATO, the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, not only
to protect our European allies, but to
protect our interests. For 70 years, it
has done just that, a remarkable suc-
cess.

Next month, in April, we have in-
vited the Secretary General of NATO
to come address a bipartisan joint ses-
sion of Congress to take assessment of
and to commend our NATO partners,
along with the United States, for a job
well done.

How do you say a job well done? Well,
after World War II, over the last 70
years, this is the longest peacetime pe-
riod in Europe in 1,000 years. Think
about that. The last 70 years has been
the longest peacetime period in Europe
in more than 1,000 years.

NATO has been one of the corner-
stones that has created that peace divi-
dend, being an absolute and critical
barrier against the aggression of the
Soviet Union and other totalitarian
states, being there for the fall of the
Iron Curtain. NATO’s relevance today
is just as important as it was then.

———

RECOGNIZING McCAFFREY’S FOOD
MARKETS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, our
local businesses in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, help make our commu-
nity vibrant and prosperous. Today, I
am proud to recognize one such busi-
ness, McCaffrey’s Food Markets, which
was recently named Business of the
Year by the Newtown Business Asso-
ciation. Each year, the Newtown Busi-
ness Association recognizes a business
that contributes to our regional econ-
omy and contributes substantially to
the community at large.

The McCaffreys opened their first su-
permarket in 1986 in Lower Makefield
and over the past three decades has ex-
panded throughout Pennsylvania and
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