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RECOGNIZING STEPHAN KAMINSKY 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life Mr. Stephan 
Kaminsky, an esteemed veteran, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post Commander and 
community volunteer who passed away in 
January at the age of 73. 

Mr. Kaminsky served four years in the Navy 
during the Vietnam War, where he was sta-
tioned on the USS Epperson DD719, a de-
stroyer. 

After his service, Mr. Kaminsky remained 
active with community veteran organizations 
as a member of the Mundelein American Le-
gion No. 867 and Commander of the 
Libertyville VFW Post 8741. He also served as 
President of the USS Epperson DD–719 Asso-
ciation, participating in reunions of former 
shipmates around the United States every two 
years. 

Within VFW, Mr. Kaminsky was particularly 
active in the Buddy Poppy Donation Drive. 
The poppy is the official flower of the VFW, 
and represents the blood shed by American 
service members. Mr. Kaminsky’s work to en-
sure the drive’s success benefitted local vet-
erans’ welfare in the Lake County area. He 
was also a vital leader in the VFW ‘‘Patriots’ 
Pen’’ essay contest. He was also a member of 
the Color Guard and Honor Guard and could 
frequently be seen marching in community pa-
rades for events ranging from the high school 
homecoming dance to the Fourth of July. 

A graduate of the University of Illinois Chi-
cago, Mr. Kaminsky was Vice President of the 
First American Bank of Elk Grove Village. He 
was also an avid sports fan who enjoyed play-
ing volleyball and rooting for Notre Dame and 
the White Sox. 

I extend my sincere sympathies to his wife, 
Elizabeth, and the many family and friends 
who mourn his passing. It is my great honor 
to recognize Mr. Stephan Kaminsky today and 
celebrate his service to our nation and to the 
veterans in our community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARTIN F. 
QUINN, RECIPIENT OF THE 
GREATER PITTSTON FRIENDLY 
SONS 2019 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Martin F. Quinn who will 
receive the Achievement Award from the 
Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. Patrick at 
their annual St. Patrick’s Day dinner on Sun-
day, March 17, 2019. Martin is an active mem-
ber of the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons, and 

he was named Man of the Year by the organi-
zation in 2010. 

Martin Quinn is the son of the late Martin J. 
Quinn and Margaret Mitchell Quinn. He was 
born and raised in the Cork Lane section of 
Pittston Township and graduated from Pittston 
Central Catholic High School in 1955. Moti-
vated by the desire to serve his country, Mar-
tin served in the United States Army. Fol-
lowing an honorable discharge from the Army, 
Martin transitioned to civilian life. Martin is a li-
censed electrician and served as the recording 
secretary for the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local No. 1153. Prior to re-
turning to Northeastern Pennsylvania in 1973, 
he worked in the trucking industry in New Jer-
sey and was vice president of the Teamsters 
Union Local No. 701. He was employed by the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad and ConRail, Inc. for 
over thirty years, retiring as a Line Foreman in 
1999. 

Martin is an ardent supporter of education, 
having served on the Pittston Area School 
Board for 28 years. During his time on the 
board, he was instrumental in the construction 
of the Pittston Area Primary Center in 
Hughestown. In recognition of his efforts, the 
school was named in his honor in November 
2016. 

Martin is a steadfast community servant and 
dedicates his time to many local clubs, civic 
organizations, and community activities. He is 
a charter member of the Wolfe Tone Luzerne 
County Division 1 Ancient Order of Hibernians. 
He is also a member of the Knights of Colum-
bus John F. Kennedy Council No. 372 and its 
Fourth Degree Assembly. He also serves as a 
board member of the Parking Authority of the 
City of Pittston. Martin is active with the Third 
District Democrats, serving many years as the 
committeeman for his ward. He is a social 
member of the Polish Club in Dupont, the 
West Side Club in Avoca, and the Pittston 
Township Italian Club. He belongs to Our 
Lady of the Eucharist Parish. 

Martin lives in Pittston with his wife Barbara. 
They are proud parents and proud in-law par-
ents of Mitch and his wife Kim, Mike and his 
wife Tara, and Brian and his wife Denise. And 
they are equally proud grandparents of Zach, 
Jake, Samantha, Katie, and Kearney. 

It is an honor to recognize Martin F. Quinn 
for a lifetime of community involvement and 
service. I am grateful for the work he has 
done on behalf of the people of the Greater 
Pittston Area and wish him all the best on this 
St. Patrick’s Day. 
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INTRODUCTION OF DIGITAL GOODS 
AND SERVICES TAX FAIRNESS 
ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the Digital Goods and Services Tax 

Fairness Act, a bipartisan, bicameral bill I in-
troduced earlier today along with my colleague 
on the Judiciary Committee, Representative 
JOHN RATCLIFFE from Texas, and in the Sen-
ate, Senators JOHN THUNE from South Dakota 
and RON WYDEN from Oregon, to curb dis-
criminatory taxation of digital goods and serv-
ices. 

We live in an increasingly digitized world. 
Digital goods and services make consumption 
of entertainment media more convenient and 
have a lighter carbon footprint than their tan-
gible analogs such as e-books, movies, online 
documents and much more. In addition, many 
vital health, education, and computer systems 
have turned to digital goods and services to 
increase the reliability and efficiency of access 
to important data. 

The lack of a uniform framework for state 
taxation of digital goods and services has led 
to a patchwork of state tax laws that confuses 
consumers and unnecessarily challenges the 
digital economy. Consumers risk being taxed 
by multiple jurisdictions for a single download. 
For instance, three different states can cur-
rently tax the same purchase of a digital good 
or service. 

Discriminatory taxes also discourage the 
new, innovative, emerging technologies and 
products that American inventors continue to 
develop. 

The Digital Goods and Services Tax Fair-
ness Act would ensure that consumers are not 
taxed at a higher rate for purchasing digital 
goods than they are for purchasing tangible 
goods by establishing a national framework to 
determine which state has the right to decide 
whether to tax a digital transaction. It would 
also protect consumers from potential multiple 
state taxes on a single digital purchase. 

This is common sense legislation that is 
necessary in our booming digital economy. I 
urge both the House and the Senate to swiftly 
pass this bill. 
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HONORING CLAUS IHLEMANN FOR 
RECEIVING THE TIDEWATER 
CHAPTER HUMANITARIAN 
AWARD 

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Claus Ihlemann on re-
ceiving the 2019 Humanitarian Award for the 
Tidewater Chapter of the Virginia Center for 
Inclusive Communities. This is an amazing ac-
complishment. 

This award recognizes Claus’ lifetime of 
service and commitment to the promotion of 
respect among people of diverse back-
grounds. His commitment to Equality Virginia, 
the Tidewater AIDS Crisis Task Force, and his 
involvement in the Hope House Foundation 
are just some examples of his service to the 
community. 
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