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Ground them until they are fixed.
They are unfit to fly. Fix them before
we fly them.

——————

SCOUTING ORGANIZATIONS PRO-
VIDE VALUABLE EXPERIENCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, Scouting organizations
are pivotal in the lives of so many
American youth, and this week there
has been much to celebrate. Yesterday,
the Girl Scouts of the USA marked its
107th birthday, and tonight the Boy
Scouts of America will conclude its an-
nual report to the Nation.

Girl Scouts help girls develop into
the future leaders of our economy, our
communities, our country, and the
world by encouraging them to dream
big and work hard to achieve their
goals. In fact, many Congresswomen
have been Girl Scouts, and we saw
some Congresswomen deliver speeches
on this floor yesterday in honor of the
Girl Scouts building girls of courage,
confidence, and character for 107 years.

Mr. Speaker, I know firsthand the
positive impact that Scouting can have
on the life of a young person. I have
been actively involved with the Boy
Scouts of America since I was 11 years
old.

On May 17, 1977, 1 became an Eagle
Scout myself, as a member of Boy
Scout Troop 52 in Walker Township,
Pennsylvania. Over the years, I have
proudly held various leadership roles
with Boy Scout troops in Pennsyl-
vania, including two separate stints as
Scoutmaster for Troop 353 and presi-
dent of the Juniata Valley Boy Scout
Council. One of my greatest honors was
to witness 29 young men achieve the
rank of Eagle Scout during my tenure
as Scoutmaster.

Many Eagle Scouts will gather to-
night in the Capitol to conclude the an-
nual Report to the Nation delegation
trip. I am proud to be a part of the Ea-
gles on the Hill reception, and I look
forward to hearing from the Scouts.

Members of Congress and I will speak
about how Scouting positively im-
pacted our lives. And after the speech-
es, the Scouts will have a chance to
discuss their experience in Scouting as
a whole, as well as their time in the
Report to the Nation delegation.

Report to the Nation is an annual
event meant to connect some of
Scouting’s best and brightest with gov-
ernment officials and elected rep-
resentatives. Hach year, 6 to 10 rep-
resentatives of the Boy Scouts meet
with senior government officials, in-
cluding the President and key congres-
sional leaders, with the goal of pro-
viding an update of what Scouts have
achieved over the past year. This also
allows members of the Federal Govern-
ment an opportunity to meet some of
the Nation’s brightest young Scouts.
The delegation spends between a week
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and 10 days in Washington, D.C., con-
ducting meetings and touring the city.

The Report to the Nation delegation
stems from the congressional charter
of the Boy Scouts of America, dating
back to June 15, 1916, and represents
millions of Boy Scouts.

Mr. Speaker, I know that the Boy
Scouts of America and the Girl Scouts
of the USA both contribute to the spir-
it of this Nation and play an essential
role in educating our youth. These or-
ganizations build character; they help
young people become actively engaged
in their communities; and they pro-
mote serving others in ways big and
small. And that is something we can
all respect and admire.

———

A COMMUNITY IN PERIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PHILLIPS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise with great urgency to sound an
alarm because we have a community in
peril.

The Liberian community in Min-
nesota and around the Nation is deal-
ing with a crisis of our very own mak-
ing. When the DED, Deferred Enforced
Departure, program expires on March
31, thousands of our Liberian friends
and neighbors will be at risk of losing
their jobs and their homes and being
deported back to a nation that they no
longer know.

Thousands of Liberians settled in the
United States in the 1990s and early
2000s when their country was dev-
astated by civil wars. My friend Louise
Stevens was one of them. She was a
woman with a dream of a good life who
worked hard to get an education and
worked hard to get a good job; and be-
cause of a civil war she had nothing to
do with, she had the courage and brav-
ery to flee her home and start over in
America.

She slept on a mattress in a friend’s
living room for over a year. She and
her kids shared two rooms for another
yvear. And when President Clinton in-
troduced the DED program in 1999, she
was finally able to work without fear
of being deported.

She went to Boston Scientific and,
with her education and work ethic, was
able to get a good job and start a ca-
reer that spanned 18 years. Now, she is
over 60 years old, and she could lose ev-
erything once again.

“The world took everything from
me,”’ she told us. “Now I have a home;
I have a job; I have a hospital to go to;
I have friends; and Minnesota is my
home. America is my home. I can’t
wrap my head around a piece of paper
telling me we don’t care; you can’t live
here anymore.”

Another of my Liberian constituents,
Michael, told us that “I am almost 50.
My friends in Liberia are either dead or
living outside of the country. If I am
sent back, I will have accomplished
nothing. My whole life is here, and this
is my home.”
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Another, Abdi Mohamed, who is
afraid of losing his brother: ‘I cannot
begin to imagine the nightmare this
will create in my community,”” he said.
“I am not ready to let my bond with
my brother go. We love to go shopping
at the Mall of America. Dave and Bust-
ers is so much fun together. I am not
ready for this.”

Mr. Speaker, we can do something
about this. We can stop the nightmare
from becoming a reality. We can legis-
late a fix.

It is time to act. This is what we are
here to do: to put people before politics
and make a real difference in our com-
munities.

Our Liberian neighbors are friends;
they are workers; and they are tax-
payers. They have played by the rules;
they have worked exceptionally hard;
and they have thrived in good jobs. If
we lose them, we will be losing our
workforce; we will be losing our com-
munity; and we will be losing our fam-
ily.

We have 18 days to act, 18 days to do
something to make sure that our Libe-
rian community will never have to
spend another sleepless night won-
dering if the world will take everything
away from them once again.

————

THANKING OUR FARMER
COOPERATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, in
many parts of my district and all
across Kansas, farmer cooperatives are
the foundation of a modernized and
productive agriculture industry. For
decades, co-ops have been farmers’ pri-
mary business partner, supplier, and
grain buyer. Memberships have been
passed down from one generation to an-
other, and relationships have been life-
long.

Today, our farmer co-ops are as
strong and as important as ever. In the
far reaches of my district, the co-ops
provide feed, fertilizer, and fuel to
farmers.

As times and needs have changed, so
too have our co-ops. From online plat-
forms for account statements and pur-
chasing to precision technology that
reduces fertilizer inputs and improves
soil productivity, innovation has been
necessary and vital to the co-ops’ suc-
cess.

Kansas farmer co-ops are responsible
for more than 4,600 jobs and $1.1 billion
in total economic impact, statewide.
These member-owned organizations
have been and will continue to be vital
to the continued growth and success of
the agriculture industry.

Farmers are facing steep headwinds,
and organizations like the co-ops are
important in helping producers navi-
gate through uncertainty in the indus-
try.

We often take the time to thank our
farmers, but it is also important we
thank the hardworking men and
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women of our farmer co-ops for the val-
uable time and expertise they put into
supporting our farmers and our agri-
culture industry.

CELEBRATING NATIONAL AG DAY

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in celebration of National Ag
Day, a celebration of our Nation’s old-
est and most important industry and
the hardworking men and women who
put food on our table, clothes on our
back, and fuel in our cars.

The number of people in agriculture
today is but a fraction of what it was
100 years ago, but the impact of today’s
agriculture industry is unprecedented.
Today’s farmer feeds about 165 people,
and agriculture remains this country’s
number one export.

In Kansas, agriculture accounts for
nearly half the State’s economy, and,
in my district, that number is more
than 60 percent. For many rural com-
munities, farming and ranching is the
sole economic driver.

Kansas is the national leader in agri-
culture, ranking first in the production
of grain sorghum, second in the produc-
tion of wheat, third for cattle, and
fourth in the production of sunflowers.
In fact, Kansas is second in the Nation
for the total number of acres farmed.
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Winters like the one we are currently
experiencing at home have highlighted
the time and dedication farmers and
ranchers have to their land and ani-
mals. In Kansas, farmers with live-
stock are working around the clock to
ensure the animals are healthy, warm,
and well fed. That means enduring sub-
zero windchills, blizzard-like condi-
tions, and middle-of-the-night checks.

While agriculture has become a tar-
get of environmentalists who want to
discontinue life as we know it in Kan-
sas, I am here today to testify to the
great work farmers and ranchers have
done to protect and improve our air,
land, and water. Farmers are the origi-
nal conservationists, and continue to
find ways to do more with less, while
protecting our most valuable natural
resources.

National Ag Day is our opportunity
to celebrate farmers and ranchers,
highlight the impact they have on our
communities and country, and remem-
ber the thousands of products made
possible by their hard work.

Back home, it is a day to introduce
thousands of grade school Kkids to the
agriculture industry with fun things
like how to milk a cow, gathering eggs,
and even flying drones.

I encourage Members to join me
today in celebration of National Agri-
culture Day and take time to thank a
farmer.

HONORING JOHN KILZER
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes.
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today 1
learned that John Kilzer, a friend, an
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important figure in Memphis and in
the music community, passed away.

John Kilzer was 62 years old. He was
born in Jackson, Tennessee, up the
road from Memphis, but he lived most
of his life in Memphis.

He was the epitome of what Memphis
is about. A lot of times people in Mem-
phis call us grit and grinders, and the
city is the city of grit and grind. It
comes from the basketball team, the
Grizzlies.

John’s life was Memphis and John’s
life was grit and grind. He was a high
school All-American basketball player
who went to the University of Mem-
phis, then Memphis State, and played
basketball. Didn’t play it that well, but
he played it. He was on the team; a
good outside shooter and a scrapper.

He got interested in other things and
he had some demons with him too.
Those demons came along maybe from
his father, who was an alcoholic, and it
caused John to have problems with
abuse of drugs and alcohol as well. It
interfered with his basketball career,
interfered with his music life, but he
never let it keep him down. He came
back. He came back every chance he
could.

He came back as a musician who was
signed by David Geffen, had two al-
bums by Geffen, one song that made
the top ten, and songs recorded by
Maria Muldaur, Rosanne Cash, and oth-
ers.

He became a minister and he had a
series of ministries in St. John’s
United Methodist Church in Memphis.
It was called Recovery Ministry, where
he had other musicians come and join
him, and they performed for folks who
were having trouble with addiction,
gave them a concert every Friday and
helped them on the road to recovery.

He never forgot people, especially lit-
tle people. He made a big difference.

For a man from Jackson, Tennessee,
who was a tall guy who played basket-
ball, to become a musician and become
a minister and a writer: quite a life.

He was influenced by Reverend
James Lawson, a hero of the civil
rights movement, whose simple pres-
ence at a Calvary Church Lenten serv-
ice influenced John to get back into
ministry.

He had a ministry degree and a Ph.D.
in ministry as well that he got in Lon-
don, England.

He was influenced in music—which
he dabbled with but wasn’t very good—
by Teenie Hodges, a guitarist for Al
Green. He came over to see the basket-
ball team and saw a guitar in John’s
room. He took up with John and taught
him the finer points of music, song-
writing, and guitar playing, and John
did good at that, but what John did
best was helping his fellow human
being.

He never gave up. He always saw
hope and opportunity. And he thought
in universal terms.

So when I read about my friend,
John, dying, the first thing I did was go
around to try to find his CD in my
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condo. Most of my CDs are in Memphis,
about 1,000 to 1, but I looked around
and couldn’t find John’s CD. It must be
in Memphis.

So I thought, maybe I can talk to my
friend Alexa, see if Alexa can help me.
I said, ‘‘Alexa, play me some John
Kilzer.”” And Amazon Music had John
Kilzer, about eight or nine songs in
there, including a song he wrote with
Kirk Whalum, a great saxophonist and
a legend in Memphis and in the music
scene, called ““Until We’re All Free’.
We are not all free until we are all free.
It is a great song.

So if you have a chance, if you have
got Alexa as a friend, ask her to play
you some John Kilzer. It is good music.

——

CONGRESS MUST MEET ITS
CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart as another in-
dividual has lost her life on U.S. High-
way 12 in my home State of Minnesota,
in fact, right in my neighborhood.

U.S. Highway 12 is the road we drive
to get to and from our hometown of
Delano, Minnesota. This is one of the
most dangerous stretches of road in
our State. The highway has actually
been called the ‘““‘Corridor of Death.”

On March 2, 2019, Marleena Anna
Dieterich, an 18-year-old from Delano,
Minnesota, lost her life in another
crash on this highway.

Marleena was a student at Delano
High School, a member of our home-
town, and a young life with so much
promise. We lost her far too soon.

Today I rise to remember the life of
Marleena, to remember that she was an
honor student, a black belt in
Taekwondo, and was planning to major
in biomedical sciences and minor in
premed. Her life held endless promise.

This accident, like so many on U.S.
Highway 12, was tragic and senseless.

Over the years, some improvements
have been made to portions of U.S.
Highway 12, but until massive improve-
ments are made to the most dangerous
stretch of this highway, tragic acci-
dents will continue to occur.

Since the beginning of 2019, just 2
months, 14 crashes have already oc-
curred on that stretch of the highway
leading into Delano in Minnesota’s
Sixth Congressional District. More
must be done, and quickly.

While we are committed to working
with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation and the Highway 12
Safety Coalition to ensure that Min-
nesotans can travel safely and securely
on this road, I am inviting our Trans-
portation Secretary Chao to visit us
and see firsthand some of our most des-
perate transportation needs in Min-
nesota.

At the Federal level, Congress must
start to exercise its obligation under
Article I of the Constitution to dedi-
cate and direct Federal funds to build,
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