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Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Beach nomina-
tion? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 55, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 46 Ex.] 

YEAS—55 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 

Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Murray 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROM-

NEY). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made 
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s actions. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session for a period of 
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each and with 30 minutes controlled by 
the Senator from Iowa, Ms. ERNST, or 
her designee. 

The Senator from Wyoming. 

THE GREEN NEW DEAL 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor to discuss the so- 
called Green New Deal. 

America needs every form of energy 
in order to succeed, but the Democrats’ 
extreme Green New Deal would send 
our strong, healthy, and growing econ-
omy over a liberal cliff. This radical 
plan would eliminate fossil fuels by re-
quiring 100-percent renewable, carbon- 
free fuels in just 10 years. 

Clearly, we realize that the climate 
is changing and that the global com-
munity has a collective duty to deal 
with this and to address it. Renewables 
like wind and solar are certainly a key 
part of the solution, but still, in the 
United States today, wind and solar 
provide only 8 percent of our power. 
Abundant, reliable, and affordable fos-
sil fuels, like coal and natural gas, 
power about three out of five U.S. 
homes and businesses. Excluding them 
would harm our national security; it 
would make us dependent on foreign 
energy; it would destroy jobs; and it 
would reduce our quality of life. 

In a letter sent to the Green New 
Deal’s sponsors, the AFL–CIO—the Na-
tion’s federation of labor unions that 
represents about 121⁄2 million employ-
ees and 55 different unions—called the 
plan a threat to U.S. workers. The let-
ter reads: ‘‘We will not accept pro-
posals that could cause immediate 
harm to millions of our members and 
their families.’’ 

Those at the AFL–CIO also say the 
plan is not achievable or realistic, and 
I agree with them. By themselves, re-
newables can’t keep the lights on, and 
an all-renewable energy electric power 
grid would collapse. This isn’t serious 
environmental policy—it is a pipe 
dream. 

The Democrats have yet to provide a 
cost estimate for the Green New Deal. 
One analysis by the former Director of 
the Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates it could cost up to $93 trillion— 
with a ‘‘t.’’ That is more than the U.S. 
Government has spent in our Nation’s 
entire history—combined. We are $22 
trillion in debt right now. So how are 
we going to pay for it—by borrowing 
more money we don’t have or by hiking 
taxes? 

The crushing burden is going to fall 
the hardest on working families. To get 
to this number, it would drain every 
person’s checkbook in America, start-
ing with Warren Buffett and going all 
the way down. The Green New Deal 
would cost every American family as 
much as $65,000 a year every year. That 
is more than the average family makes 
in America. In Wyoming, where the av-
erage family’s income is way above av-
erage, it would cost the family $61,000 a 
year. 

Despite the heavy toll it would take, 
the Green New Deal would still fail to 
significantly lower the Earth’s tem-
perature. Already, America leads the 
world in reducing carbon emissions. In 
2017, the U.S. produced just 13 percent 
of the global emissions, and China and 
India combined produced 33 percent. 

Let’s take a look at this from a glob-
al standpoint. To me, it doesn’t make 
any sense at all to destroy our com-
petitive economy and allow the biggest 
polluters to continue to prioritize 
growth at our expense. Backbreaking 
tax increases and heavyhanded man-
dates are not the answer. The solution 
is to promote free market innovation, 
and the Republicans continue to ad-
vance several innovative strategies for 
reducing emissions. 

First, we are encouraging carbon cap-
ture, utilization, and sequestration 
technologies. That means actually cap-
turing carbon and using it productively 
for medical products, for construction 
products. 

There are things we can actually do. 
Last year, we passed a bipartisan bill 
in this body that was signed into law. 
It is called the FUTURE Act, and it ex-
pands tax credits for capturing carbon. 

The Clean Air Task Force calls it one 
of the most important bills for reduc-
ing global warming pollution in the 
last two decades. 

Our carbon capture work continues 
with the bipartisan USE IT Act, which 
is going to help turn captured emis-
sions into valuable products. 

The other thing we are promoting is 
advanced nuclear power technologies. 
Nuclear power has helped lower emis-
sions by providing most of America’s 
carbon-free energy. 

In late December, we passed the bi-
partisan Nuclear Energy Innovation 
and Modernization Act. This law will 
help innovators develop new-age nu-
clear reactors that are cheaper, better, 
and more reliable. 

We also have extended the nuclear 
tax credit to speed completion of two 
new nuclear reactors. We are going to 
speed that completion—the first in a 
generation. Together they will prevent 
10 million tons of emissions every year. 

Third, we are encouraging an in-
crease in the use of renewables. Repub-
licans have repeatedly passed tax in-
centives to promote clean energy. 

These include tax credits for wind, 
for solar panels, as well as incentives 
for biodiesel and compressed natural 
gas. The clean energy strategies that 
Republicans have been working on in a 
bipartisan way are working because 
America leads the world in reducing 
energy-related emissions. 

Since 2007, U.S. emissions have been 
down 14 percent. This progress is the 
result of innovation. So let’s continue 
to promote proven solutions. Let’s re-
ject the Democrats’ Green New Deal as 
unreasonable, unworkable, and 
unaffordable. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, last 

week, I joined several of my colleagues 
to highlight the unrealistic and unrea-
sonable and impractical ideas of the 
Green New Deal—the staggering cost, 
which is more than the Federal Gov-
ernment has spent in our history; the 
misguided assumptions about what it 
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