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KEVIN CHARLES MURRAY, 2019 IN-

DIANAPOLIS IRISH CITIZEN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the 2019 Indianap-
olis Irish Citizen of the Year, Kevin Charles 
Murray. 

Kevin has long been active in the Indianap-
olis Irish community. In 1981, he co-founded 
the Indianapolis St. Patrick’s Day Parade and 
the Celtic Cross Committee in 1990. His in-
volvement in events and advocacy for the Indi-
anapolis Irish community are too long to list, 
which is why this accolade is so long overdue. 

In addition to his work in the Irish commu-
nity, Kevin has worked diligently as an attor-
ney in our city for 40 years. He has used his 
passion, community connections and edu-
cation to work at all levels of Indiana govern-
ment and politics. He served under former 
Governor Joe Kernan, Lt. Governor Kathy 
Davis, as the Senate Parliamentarian, and 
most recently, under the three Marion County 
Sheriffs, Sheriff Frank Anderson, Sheriff John 
Layton and Sheriff Kerry J. Forestal. 

Kevin’s contributions will be felt in Marion 
County for generations to come. I am thankful 
to consider Kevin a friend, congratulate him on 
this achievement, and look forward to his con-
tinued work in our city and state. 
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HONORING BOY SCOUT ADAM 
PIETRAS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to call attention to the true story 
of Adam Pietras, a Boy Scout from my home 
town of Hamilton, N.J. in the Fourth Congres-
sional District. 

Adam’s remarkable courage—without any 
concern for his own personal safety—and his 

immediate and decisive response action lit-
erally helped save the life of his sister. 

This Saturday, March 16, 2019, Adam will 
be honored at a Court of Honor by his fellow 
scouts of Boy Scout Troop 87, members from 
the Veterans of Foreign War who host Troop 
87, friends, and family. We will be proud and 
humble to present him with a U.S. flag, flown 
over the U.S. Capitol in his honor. 

Madam Speaker, Adam was only 10, when 
he acted without regard to his own safety as 
he fought off a loose Bullmastiff dog that was 
charging to attack his younger sister, Rachel, 
then age 7, in the family’s backyard in 2015. 
Though Adam sustained severe injuries from 
the powerful dog, his actions enabled his sis-
ter to escape and his brother, Tyler, to run for 
help. Truly, Adam and Tyler’s teamwork to 
protect their little sister prevented what could 
have been a tragedy. Adam was rushed to 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital— 
Hamilton. He lost a lot of blood and needed 
200 stitches and months to recover. 

Adam’s exceptional actions went largely un-
reported in the news and were not well known 
outside his immediate family and community. 
That changed when he was a guest of the 
Sunshine Foundation Mercer County Chap-
ter’s 2018 Operation Dreamlift that takes chil-
dren to Disney World. Trentonian reporter L.A. 
Parker happened to be on that flight, met 
Adam and heard Adam’s story. In a column 
detailing the dog attack and Adam’s actions, 
L.A. Parker—my fellow Trenton State College 
alumnus, quoted Adam as saying ‘‘Yes, I was 
afraid really afraid. But I had to save my sis-
ter.’’ 

Adam is a student at Reynolds Middle 
School in Hamilton, N.J. I’ve had the pleasure 
to meet Adam’s father, Peter Pietras, who with 
his wife, Lisa Pitoniak-Pietras, and family and 
friends, are immensely proud of Adam. Adam, 
whose outstanding love for his sister shows he 
puts other people first, has a bright future. 

Adam was honored by Hamilton Mayor Kelly 
Yaede with a proclamation as an example of 
a model citizen, and by the Boy Scouts of 
America with its highest national award for life-
saving and meritorious action, the Honor 
Medal With Crossed Palms. Given only for 
outstanding and unusual acts that dem-
onstrate unusual heroism, skill, or bravery and 
reflect Scouting ideals, the medal is only pre-
sented to Scouts who have ‘‘demonstrated un-

usual heroism and extraordinary skill or re-
sourcefulness in saving or attempting to save 
life at extreme risk to self.’’ That sounds like 
Adam to me. 

Today it is my honor to make Adam’s her-
oism and extraordinary act a permanent part 
of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

In an age of fictional movie action heroes 
and comic book superheroes, this Saturday a 
real-life action hero will be the star. If Adam 
were in the military our nation would be look-
ing to bestow one of its highest medals for his 
valor. Well done, Adam, well done. 
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HONORING DR. MICHAEL G. DAN-
IELS FOR HIS CAREER AND 
SERVICE TO THE HAMPTON 
ROADS COMMUNITY 

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Dr. Michael G. Daniels 
for his tremendous career and service in the 
Hampton Roads area. 

Dr. Daniels is a true academic with bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in Business Man-
agement and Administration, and a doctoral 
degree in Ministry. Not only is Dr. Daniels an 
academic, but he is a true public servant. Dr. 
Daniels is dedicated to serving and leading 
Enoch Baptist Church, a congregation of ap-
proximately 1,200. 

Dr. Daniels has received various honors for 
his commitment to service in Hampton Roads. 
He received honors from the Virginia Beach 
Chapter of the NAACP for his community 
service and the Virginia Beach Civil Rights 
Commission for advocating for the rights of 
residents. 

Dr. Daniels’ dedication to strengthening 
bonds among people of different racial, ethnic, 
and religious backgrounds is truly inspiring. I 
am proud to honor and recognize Dr. Daniels’ 
leadership and the role he plays in making our 
community a better place. 

Hampton Roads has significantly benefited 
from his presence. 
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