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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CARBAJAL).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 14, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable SALUD O.
CARBAJAL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, thank You for giving
us another day.

Your care and wisdom are shown to
us by the way You extend Your Kking-
dom into our world down to the present
day. Your word reveals every aspect of
Your saving plan. You accomplish Your
designed purpose in and through the
hearts of the faithful who respond to
You.

Today, convert our minds and hearts
that we may become the great Nation
You hope us to be.

Help the Members of this people’s
House to seek Your presence in the
midst of their busy lives. Animate
them with Your Spirit, and help them
to perform their appointed tasks to
come to solutions that will redound to
the benefit of our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr. HARD-
ER) come forward and lead the House in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HARDER of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S PROPOSED
BUDGET
(Mr. HARDER of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr.
Speaker, this week, the administration
released its proposed budget, and I am
here to share what those budget cuts
actually mean for the farmers in my
home, California’s Central Valley.

Imagine you are an almond farmer in
the Central Valley. Maybe your farm
has been a part of the family for mul-
tiple generations. Over the past 5
years, you have seen your net farm in-
come has dropped by half, the largest
drop since the Great Depression.

Then you wake up this week and hear
that the administration, which prom-
ised to be in your corner, wants to cut
billions of dollars from programs that
help you and your family put food on
tables across the country:

Programs like crop insurance so if
you lose your crops from flooding or
from fires your farm stays afloat.
Under this budget, crop insurance is
cut by $26 billion;

Programs like drought relief to make
up for damaged properties during arid
seasons. Well, under this budget
drought relief is cut by $8 billion.

Or imagine you live in a district like
mine where water management and
storage are essential. Well, under this
budget, 30 percent of the Army Corps of
Engineers’ budget is cut, putting all
those structures at risk.

———

GOOD NEWS ABOUT THE OPIOID
EPIDEMIC

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to address an issue that impacts
all our congressional districts and com-
munities: the opioid crisis.

For years now, it seems that the only
news about it has been bad news: 70,000
overdose deaths in 2017, widespread im-
portation of deadly drugs like fentanyl,
families devastated, lives wasted.

But now, finally, some good news to
report. In my district, specifically, in
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