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Mr. GTANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a trailblazing Mon-
tanan as we celebrate Women’s History
Month.

A fearless, principled leader,
Jeannette Rankin was a courageous
pioneer. The daughter of a rancher and
a teacher, she was born and raised in
Montana. Growing up, she helped on
her family’s ranch and, in 1902, grad-
uated from what is now the University
of Montana.

As a staunch advocate for women’s
suffrage, she successfully led efforts to
secure women the right to vote in Mon-
tana in 1914, 6 years before the 19th
Amendment to our Constitution was
ratified.

Four years before women could vote
throughout our Nation, Montanans
elected Jeannette Rankin to Congress.
She was the first woman to serve in
this body.

Dedicated to her guiding principles,
Jeannette Rankin is foundational to
Montana’s and our country’s history. It
is my distinct honor to recognize her
for her lasting contributions to our
country during Women’s History
Month.

————
SHED LIGHT ON DARK MONEY

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, last
week the House passed H.R. 1, the For
the People Act, a sweeping voting
rights and government reform package
that returns the power of our democ-
racy to the American people.

Since this week is Sunshine Week, I
want to focus on a particular part of
H.R. 1 that is designed to shine some
much-needed sunshine on the corrosive
influence of dark money.

Multiple sources reported this week
that the President’s 2017 inaugural
fund received tens of thousands of dol-
lars in contributions from shell compa-
nies to conceal illegal contributions
from foreign donors.

Think about that. Foreign agents
lavished tens of thousands of dollars on
the U.S. inaugural celebration so they
could try to influence our President.

That is why I introduced the Inau-
gural Fund Integrity Act, which is part
of H.R. 1, to close loopholes in the ex-
isting regulations, to put an end to do-
nations by foreign nationals and cor-
porations, to ban personal use of inau-
gural funds, and to require disclosure
of all donations and spending by inau-
gural committees.

It is hard to think of an area more in
need of sunshine than a shadowy slush
fund rife with opportunities for govern-
ment corruption.

COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK
GRANT
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
H.R. 1695, the Community Services
Block Grant Reauthorization Act of
2019.

This bill renews our Nation’s com-
mitment to reducing poverty through
locally driven, comprehensive ap-
proaches.

I am proud to lead this legislation
with Congresswoman BETTY McCoOL-
LUM.

Mr. Speaker, the Community Serv-
ices Block Grant traces its roots back
more than 50 years ago to the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act of 1964. This
act established local committee action
agencies to help people identify why
people were in poverty and how to ad-
dress it using public and private re-
sources and partnerships.

Virtually every county in America
has a community action agency. They
act as a safety net for low-income indi-
viduals and families, but, more impor-
tantly, they help to create opportuni-
ties to raise people out of poverty—
from poverty to independence.

The Community Services Block
Grant is the only Federal program with
the explicit goal of reducing poverty,
regardless of its cause. Unfortunately,
this program has not been reauthorized
in more than 20 years, which is unac-
ceptable.

It is time to reauthorize the Commu-
nity Services Block Grant, and I urge
all my colleagues to cosponsor and sup-
port this bill.

————
RISING FOR MOLLY
(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
for my Molly.

I stand here on the floor of the House
of Representatives as a proud mother
of a gay daughter.

When I was in the Air Force, we were
taught never to leave anyone behind;
and, after the 2016 election, I listened
as my daughter, my Molly, cried in my
arms.

She was scared for her community,
the LGBTQ community. She was
scared that America had left her and
her community behind.

This is and was the country that I
served. This was the daughter that I
have raised. I was scared too.

When we decided, as a family, to run
for Congress, Molly and I spoke about
her story and whether she was com-
fortable with me sharing it with our
Nation. We agreed that it was impor-
tant.

As a mother, an ally, and now a
Member of Congress, I feel it my duty
and my privilege to champion the
voices of those in the LGBTQ commu-
nity.

I am proud to cosponsor the Equality
Act. I do so for my daughter—my
Molly—for my community, the Penn-
sylvania 6th, and for all of my fellow
LGBTQ Americans.
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You will not be left behind.

—————

BMW CREATES JOBS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it was reported last week that
the BMW plant in South Carolina re-
mained the top vehicle exporter in
America, with more than $8.4 billion
worth of cars shipped to foreign coun-
tries.

Nearly a quarter of a million cars
were exported, with the vast majority
sent from the Port of Charleston, led
by State Ports Authority President
Jim Newsome.

Mr. Speaker, 25 years ago, the late
Governor Carroll Campbell recruited
BMW to South Carolina with export
production of 1,400 cars a day. Produc-
tion in 2018 was 356,749 vehicles.

Governor Henry McMaster and Com-
merce Secretary Bobby Hitt continue
to promote an additional $600 million
investment in Plant Spartanburg,
which already at $10 billion is the larg-
est BMW plant in the world, providing
11,000 jobs.

Thousands of additional jobs in the
region have been created by suppliers
to the assembly facility.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, God bless
our troops, and we will never forget
September the 11th in the global war
on terrorism.

———
O 1045

WISHING SUPREME COURT JUS-
TICE RUTH BADER GINSBURG A
HAPPY 86TH BIRTHDAY

(Ms. BARRAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and to wish her a happy 86th
birthday this Friday.

During this Women’s History Month,
we celebrate visionary women like Jus-
tice Ginsburg, whose work ethic and
achievements have motivated me and
many women across this country.

Throughout her career, Justice Gins-
burg has been a pioneer for gender
equality. As a first-year Harvard Law
student, she was one of nine women in
a 500-person class and became the first
female professor to have tenure at Co-
lumbia.

She would later cofound the ACLU’s
Women’s Rights Project, paving the
way for groundbreaking work around
issues like pregnancy and parenting,
education equity and equal pay.

Undoubtedly, Justice Ginsburg has
set a precedent for women everywhere
and continues to do so as a Supreme
Court Justice.

I wish Justice Ginsburg many more
years of health and happiness. She
truly is an American hero.
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COMMEMORATING DR. JOHN
BARDO

(Mr. ESTES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of Wichita State Uni-
versity President Dr. John Bardo, who
sadly passed away on March 12, 2019. In
his 7 years as president, Dr. Bardo’s de-
votion to education and Wichita State
was unsurpassed as he led the univer-
sity in a bold direction that benefited
students and the entire Wichita com-
munity.

Dr. Bardo’s tenure was not his first
job at the university. In 1975, Dr.
Bardo, then an assistant professor of
sociology, met his wife, Deborah.

When Dr. Bardo returned to Wichita
State as president in 2012, he said: ‘“We
came home . . . to reposition this uni-
versity as a key driver of the future of
Wichita.” From developing the Innova-
tion Campus and WSU Tech, to increas-
ing online courses, research, and dorm
space, his leadership accomplished that
goal and set the university on a path to
be a nationwide leader in education.

Last July, Dr. Bardo was invited to
come testify before the House Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee
about Wichita State’s leadership in in-
novation. As a member of the com-
mittee at the time, I will never forget
the pride Dr. Bardo showed for the uni-
versity and our community.

I know Shockers are better off be-
cause of his leadership, passion, and vi-
sion.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
praying for the Bardo family.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
VICTOR MCELHANEY

(Ms. LEERE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the memory of Vic-
tor McElhaney, the son of my friend,
Oakland City Councilwoman Lynette
McElhaney, and his father, Clarence,
and to offer my deepest condolences on
behalf of the 13th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Victor was tragically slain in a
senseless act of gun violence early Sun-
day morning in Los Angeles. He was
killed in a robbery attempt while head-
ing home from a friend’s house.

Victor was just 21 years old and a
senior at the University of Southern
California’s Thornton School of Music,
where he was pursuing his lifelong love
of music. He was a talented drummer
and was often playing at jam sessions,
displaying his musical genius.

Victor was a son of Oakland, and his
passing is a loss for Oakland and the
entire East Bay community. My heart
is heavy for Lynette and her family
and all those who loved and cared for
Victor.
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Victor was killed in Los Angeles, but
his murder reflects the epidemic of gun
violence in my district and all around
the country, especially communities of
color. Even before Victor’s tragic pass-
ing, combating gun violence in Oak-
land was a priority for his mother as a
city council member.

May God comfort Victor’s family as
we mourn his loss. May his spirit lead
and guide us in the work that we must
do to end gun violence in his memory.

May Victor’s legacy live, and may he
rest in peace.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF CAPTAIN JAKE RINGERING

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and service of Captain Jake Ringering,
a beloved member of the Godfrey Fire
Protection District who tragically lost
his life in the line of duty on March 5.

While responding to a fire in
Bethalto, members of the Godfrey Fire
Protection District were attempting to
suppress the fire from outside when the
building partially collapsed. Captain
Ringering and Firefighter Lluke Warner
both sustained injuries from the col-
lapse.

Captain Ringering served as a fire-
fighter for more than 18 years, begin-
ning with the East Alton Fire Depart-
ment before joining the Godfrey Fire
Department in 2010. He was promoted
to captain in May 2014.

The Godfrey fire chief described him
as ‘‘gold” and leaving a legacy that
will be remembered for a long time.
Godfrey’s mayor, and my friend, Mike
McCormick, said his passing leaves
“hard boots to fill.”

Captain Ringering is survived by his
wife and three young children. Please
join me in keeping his family, as well
as the Godfrey community, in your
thoughts and prayers.

————

OPPOSING PRESIDENT TRUMP’S
BUDGET PROPOSAL

(Mr. MCADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the President’s budget
proposal, which would increase the
Federal deficit from $779 billion in 2018
to $1.1 trillion in 2020. If the goal is to
rein in deficits and debt, this budget
represents epic failure.

I am a public servant who takes seri-
ously the responsibility of spending
other people’s money. As a freshman
Member of the Congress, the current
deficit hole we have dug for ourselves
wasn’t my doing, but I was elected to
solve problems, not make them worse.

America’s $22 trillion debt is a bipar-
tisan problem. Democrats and Repub-
licans have acted in a way that sug-
gests that debt doesn’t matter. But
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Utahns know that if it was their small
business with books so badly out of
balance, they would soon be out of
business.

Our government has been living be-
yond its means for years, and I believe
it is wrong for one generation to for-
ever burden generations yet to come.

As a former mayor who had to bal-
ance, in bipartisan fashion, a budget
every year, I know these choices aren’t
easy. But it is our job to roll up our
sleeves, come together, and work out a
budget that takes serious steps toward
reducing the dangerous, unsustainable
levels of debt in our country. Those
steps are not in the President’s budget.

———————

CONGRATULATING FIRST
SERGEANT IAN McCLURE

(Ms. CHENEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate First Sergeant
Ian McClure, U.S. Army, for being
named the 2018 Allied Command Oper-
ations Military Member of the Year.

A 2003 graduate of East High School
in Cheyenne, Wyoming, First Sergeant
McClure went on to serve in the Army
Special Forces in Afghanistan, Iraq,
and Mali, and he is now stationed at
NATO Special Operations headquarters
in Belgium.

First Sergeant McClure was selected
for this award because of his superior
performance and professional excel-
lence. I am ©proud that General
Scaparrotti recognized First Sergeant
McClure’s significant contributions to
the success of alliance operations.

Sergeant McClure exemplifies the
best that Wyoming and our country
has to offer, and I thank him for his
service and his sacrifices for our free-
dom.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
congratulate First Sergeant Ian
McClure on this prestigious honor and
for being a brilliant example for the
entire State of Wyoming.

MAINLAND REGIONAL HIGH
SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL
STATE CHAMPIONS

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, thank
you for allowing me to honor some out-
standing members of south Jersey. The
Mainland Regional High School Girls
Basketball team has recently won the
New Jersey Group 3 State champion-
ship. This is the first time the Main-
land Regional High School girls bas-
ketball team has achieved this amaz-
ing accomplishment.

These girls are the embodiment of
teamwork. This win, and the hard work
that they have put in to achieve it, is
about all of them, not any one indi-
vidual. I have been told that some of
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