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U.S. Senate, it is both my privilege and 
honor to recognize Mr. Blocker for his 
lifetime of service and contributions 
that have strengthened our community 
and State. 

Rick Blocker has been a tireless ad-
vocate for his brothers and sisters in 
labor throughout his career. From 1987 
to 2013, he served as the secretary- 
treasurer and executive assistant to 
the president of the United Food and 
Commercial Workers, UFCW, Local 
Union 876 in Madison Heights, MI. In 
this role, he was responsible for man-
aging the finances and expenditures of 
the over 19,000 members of Local 876. 
Rick also served as a trustee for the 
Michigan UFCW Unions and Employers 
Health and Welfare Fund where he 
maintained membership services, 
helped develop community programs, 
and assisted in contract negotiations. 

Since 2013, Rick has served as presi-
dent of the Metro-Detroit AFL-CIO. 
The Metro Detroit AFL-CIO is com-
prised of approximately 120 affiliated 
labor organizations that represent 
nearly 70,000 members. In this capac-
ity, Rick serves as the lead voice of 
these affiliates and members to the 
public and the State AFL-CIO, rep-
resenting the interests of working peo-
ple throughout the region. Through his 
work, Rick continually advocates for 
economic and social justice and the 
betterment of workers lives, not just in 
metro Detroit, but across the State of 
Michigan. 

Rick has spent his career and life in 
support of his community, organized 
labor, civil rights, and faith. Through-
out his life, he has been involved with 
many organizations, including the 
Trade Union Leadership Council, the 
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, the 
Coalition of Labor Women, is a found-
ing member of the Change to Win Fed-
eration, a life member of the NAACP, 
and a trustee and executive director of 
New Bethel Baptist Church in Detroit. 
Rick also serves on Detroit Mayor 
Mike Duggan’s Mayor’s Workforce De-
velopment Board, with the mission to 
strive toward successful delivery of 
workforce programs across the city of 
Detroit. 

Rick has spent his career in service 
to others, his community, and his 
brother and sisters in labor. I ask my 
colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring my friend, Mr. Rick Blocker, for 
his leadership in furthering the causes 
of the organized labor movement and 
for his many other contributions to the 
metro Detroit region. I wish Rick and 
his family health and happiness in the 
years ahead.∑ 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 
ON MARCH 13, 2019 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 1. An act to expand Americans’ access 
to the ballot box, reduce the influence of big 
money in politics, and strengthen ethics 
rules for public servants, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1617. An act to direct the Director of 
National Intelligence to submit intelligence 
assessments of the intentions of the political 
leadership of the Russian Federation, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:15 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 
2761, and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Speaker appoints the 
following Member on the part of the 
House of Representatives to the Brit-
ish-American Interparliamentary 
Group: Mr. HOLDING of North Carolina. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 2302, and the 
order of the House of January 3, 2019, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council: Mr. 
ZELDIN of New York and Mr. KUSTOFF 
of Tennessee. 

At 1:09 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has agreed 
to the following concurrent resolution, 
in which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 24. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the re-
port of Special Counsel Mueller should be 
made available to the public and to Con-
gress. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 
At 3:32 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled joint resolution: 

H.J. Res. 46. Joint resolution relating to a 
national emergency declared by the Presi-
dent on February 15, 2019. 

The joint resolution was subse-
quently signed by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 1. An act to expand Americans’ access 
to the ballot box, reduce the influence of big 

money in politics, and strengthen ethics 
rules for public servants, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1617. An act to direct the Director of 
National Intelligence to submit intelligence 
assessments of the intentions of the political 
leadership of the Russian Federation, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–589. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Reauthorization of Dairy Forward Pricing’’ 
((7 CFR Part 1145) (Docket No. AMS–DA–18– 
0097)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on March 13, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–590. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Processed Raspberry Promotion, Research, 
and Information Order; Termination of As-
sessments’’ ((7 CFR Part 1208) (Docket No. 
AMS–SC–18–0093)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on March 13, 
2019; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–591. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Mango Promotion, Research, and Informa-
tion Order; Amendment to Include Frozen 
Mangos’’ ((7 CFR Part 1206) (Docket No. 
AMS–SC–17–0002)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on March 13, 
2019; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–592. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and 
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the biennial report to Congress on stra-
tegic and critical materials requirements for 
the National Defense Stockpile (OSS–2019– 
0207); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–593. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Office of Fi-
nancial Research, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Ongoing Data Collec-
tion of Centrally Cleared Transactions in the 
United States Repurchase Agreement Mar-
ket’’ (RIN1505–AC58) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on March 12, 
2019; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–594. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Office 
of Fossil Energy, Department of Energy, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘SPR Standard Sales Provi-
sions’’ (RIN1901–AB29) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on March 13, 
2019; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–595. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Georgia; Emission 
Reduction Credits’’ (FRL No. 9990–74–Region 
4) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on March 13, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–596. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
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